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From the Pastor’s Desk . . .
From the Pastor’s Desk,
Is It That Time Already?

Either I’m aging faster than I thought or time is accelerating! Advent will arrive this month, triumphantly beginning Sunday, November 30, New Year’s Day. Christians
have historically followed their own calendars, orienting
their scheduling to the Sunday after Passover or the Sunday after the first full moon of spring. That date has
been declared Easter and this year it will be celebrated on
Sunday, April 5, 2015. Yet, the season of Advent is not
really affected by the orientation to Easter. It is always
celebrated as four weeks of preparation for the coming
birth of Jesus on December 25.
Advent is the newest season of the Christian year. The
first date of celebration established by the church was
Easter, the Resurrection of Our Lord. The center of the
Christian life is crucifixion (Good Friday) and resurrection of Jesus the Christ.
All other dates and seasons were developed after this
apex of faith was settled. The Church decided to prepare
for the climax of the church year by providing five weeks
(excluding Sundays) of penitential reverence in the face
of the death and rising of Christ; it was named Lent.
When the early Christians began to inquire about the
birth of Jesus, it was decided that a day and season
should be dedicated to the Incarnation, thus, Epiphany
was created. But, there was a feud. The Eastern church
decided upon January 6 as the birth and the Western
Church, of which we are a part, decided upon December
25. So, the East kept birth and celebration in January
and the West, kept December with several weeks of
birthday parties. The Western leadership did not want to
jettison January, so it stated that the day and the season
of Epiphany would be the time that Jesus would be proclaimed to the world. Now, we have Easter, Lent
(including Holy Week), Epiphany, and Christmas. What
is missing? The Church finally decided late, to set aside a
time to prepare for the birth of the Christ child and thus,
Advent was born. It is four weeks and four Sundays long
and covered with its own color, dark blue.

Advent is full of the prophetic words out of the Old Testament, full of stories of anticipation and preparation, full
of expectations and a hope of fulfillment. If there is a
word to reflect upon during this season, it would be
“waiting.” Waiting is a something we normally do not
like to do. It is foreign to our temperament. Who wants
to wait for anything? Hospitals are even advertising their
“waiting times!”
My father had some issues with waiting. During the Second World War, he had to wait for everything, from
eating a meal to using the restroom. He told me that
after the war, he would not wait for anything if he could
help it. We dined at cafeterias and car hops instead of sit
down restaurants; we would take in a movie only if there
was no line at the ticket counter; we would not go anywhere where we had to stand and wait for any measureable time. I have grown up not wanting to wait and thus
Advent is not one of my most appreciated times of the
year. But, it has been a lesson for me. We need to wait.
Waiting allows us to reflect and converse. Waiting helps
build community because we are in this together. Waiting is a slowing down from speeding through life and
missing so much that presents itself to us every day. Can
you see why it is best not to sing Christmas carols during
Advent? We want to rush to the carol of Christmas and
by the time Christmas arrives, we are so tired of the same
carols, we are reluctant to continue singing them. I know
that Advent hymns are not widely appreciated, but they
need to be sung and studied. They are a way of “reverent
waiting” that is so sorely needed by each of us. I challenge you this year to read and sing the Advent hymns.
Allow them to wash over you and prepare you for what
is to come! We need Advent and the Lord needs us to be
ready to celebrate His birth!
Your fellow servant in
Christ,
Pastor Guy

Deadline:
Articles for the December Tidings are due November 15, 2014. The office administrator will prepare the newsletter
so please send your articles to Maya. Use the word TIDINGS in the subject for easy reference. Also, all bulletin requests should use the word BULLETIN in the subject. Thanks. admin@trinitynn.org
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Established in 1931
The Virginia Choral Society is a community-based choral group of over 100 voices which currently presents three
major concert series each year; one series in the fall, one during the winter holiday season, and one in the spring.
Each series focuses on different choral styles; the fall is lighter musical selections such as music from Broadway,
folk music, Americana, 20s and 30s nostalgia, etc.; the winter series is based largely on Christmas music both contemporary and classical, religious and secular; and the spring series presents choral works in a more serious vein,
for example, works by the old masters such as Beethoven, Brahms, Haydn and Mozart.
VCS is one of the oldest continuously performing choral organizations in Virginia having been organized in
1931. This next concert year is our 84th. VCS is home-based in Newport News, Virginia and performs throughout the Hampton Roads area of Virginia.

2014/2015 Schedule
Saturday
Sunday
Friday
Saturday
Sunday
Monday

Dec 13
Dec 14
Dec 19
Dec 20
Dec 21
Dec 22

Friday
Saturday
Sunday

MAY
May 1
May 2
May 3

DECEMBER 2014 - "The Glory of Christmas"
3 pm - (Matinee) First United Church of Christ
Hampton, VA
3 pm - (Matinee) Gloria Dei Lutheran Church
Hampton, Virginia
7:30 pm
Immaculate Conception Catholic Church
Hampton, VA
3 pm - (Matinee) Trinity Lutheran Church
Newport News, Virginia
8 pm
Our Lady of Mt. Carmel Catholic Church Newport News, Virginia
8 pm
Trinity Lutheran Church
Newport News, Virginia
2015 - "Majesty & Elegance, The Music of Händel and Haydn"
8 pm
Gloria Dei Lutheran Church
Hampton, Virginia
8 pm
Trinity Lutheran Church
Newport News, Virginia
3 pm (Matinee)
Trinity Lutheran Church
Newport News, Virginia
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2015 Trinity Calendars

Financial Information for
Current Fiscal Year
July, 2014 through October, 2014

Time is running out to order 2015 Trinity Calendars! Please check out the sample posted on the
bulletin board near the elevator. Feel free to take it
down and look at the photos. I’ve tried to make it a
little different, a little fresher this year by adding elements not used in the past—things like the window
with a spray of redbud across it, and the goldfinches
at the feeder. By purchasing the calendar for $22
(no price increase for the last four years!) you can
make a generous contribution to the organ fund. By
ordering the calendars on Black Friday (11/28 this
year), I can get the largest discount available on the
printing, which lowers my expenses and makes more
funds available for our organ.
Please take one of the flyers on the board underneath the calendar, and a blank envelope (also available on the board), write your full name (and envelope number if possible), and the number of calendars you are ordering, and add a check for $22
each. Then simply drop the envelope in the offering
plate. You will be helping add to our organ fund, as
well as receiving 13 full-color photos taken in and
around our beautiful church, to enjoy each month of
the year.

Income:

$104.428

Expenses:

$127,692

Deficit:

$23,265

The Nursery

is

looking for additional care givers
for the Sunday
services. If you love caring for young
children please contact Charlotte Duff at
342-9251. Thanks for helping!

2015 Directory
Through out the month of November and December, Trinity
will be updating the staff, member, and family directory. As the
2014 year has gone by there have been some changes in addresses, phone numbers and email addresses. To keep the most up to
date record of the Trinity Community we need those who have
had any of these changes to let us know. Please contact Maya
Shelton at the Church Office. You can call at 757-245-7861 or email admin@trinitynn.org
and include DIRECTORY in the subject line.
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Faith In Action Fellowship

Social Ministry

Come one, come
all to the Faith In
Action Fellowship
on December 2nd.
This event is intended for all Trinity members to
come together in
food, fellowship,
and service. The evening begins with a catered dinner (Mike Rapier and Encore Catering) at 6:00 PM.
We usually break off according to committees to
discuss activities, etc. At around 7:15 PM, we gather
all together and each committee chair will report out.
It should all wrap up by around 7:30 PM. If you are
new to the church or have not served on a committee yet, this is a great opportunity to mingle and find
out which committee would best suit your talents.
Even if you are not sure about serving on a committee, come join us for the food and fellowship. The
Faith In Action night is held every other month on
the first Tuesday of the month. The next Faith In
Action will be
December 2nd.
Let the church
know if you
need a ride and
we will make the
necessary
arrangements.

PORT - the Homeless Shelter- will be here at Trinity
in a little over a month. This will be the first time
that we have hosted the Shelter during the Christmas
week. The Guests will arrive on Christmas Eve and
will be admitted in at 6.00PM. The Shelter will be
open all of Christmas Day so we will need many volunteers for a couple of hours at a time to do rotating
shifts to help keep things running smoothly. There is
a sign up list in the Narthex so please, please prayerfully consider volunteering a few hours of your
time. The Shelter offers a safe place for the homeless men, women and children of Newport News to
come and feel the love of God and the respect that
every human deserves. They will be fed a warm dinner, have a safe place to sleep and a breakfast before
they leave for their respective jobs or other places. We need your help to cover the shifts. If you
have any questions
please call Anne
Evans at 757-8100734 or Fred Ardis
at 757-642-0623.
We appreciate your
generosity so much,
Anne Evans, Fred
Ardis, Friel Guy and
Susan Piland

Do you have something you would
like to see published in the Tidings?
You can submit an article by the 15th of
the month or contact the Administrative
Assistant to offer suggestions. Based on
space available we will work to get your
input request into the newsletter. All calendar inputs are welcome as well.

Support THRIVE
by bringing your
can goods or nonperishable food to
the church. Collection baskets are
in the narthex and
main entry way.
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Boy Scout Landscape Project
Thanks to Eric Cook and Boy Scout Troop 54 we
have completed two more “gardens”. Eric is using
this project for his Eagle Scout badge. We started on
this project last spring. It’s amazing how much
paper work there is for this badge. Then there was
the scheduling of the shrub removal. Jack Kowalski
knew a person with a back-hoe, Jim Lambert. He
made quick work of removing barberries and hollies.
Eric arranged for Boy Scouts and their fathers to
come to work on two Saturdays. Eric set up a
command post and provided water, tools and pizza.
The firs Saturday they cleaned up the residual plant
debris, added soil where needed, installed plants,
fertilized and watered. We had 17 people working
that day. The next Saturday we had 25 people.
They edged the beds, spread mulch and watered the
plants.

Receiving instructions for
River Road side.

Receiving instructions for
Huntington Avenue side.

River Road side before.

Huntington Ave. side before.

Moving mulch.

Repurposing some dirt.

Final touches on River Road.

Removing the old.

Final touches on Huntington.

Huntington Ave. completed.

Thank you to the people who donated to this
project. Without your participation this project
could not have been done.
Diane Roselius “Parish Gardener”

A job well done! The hard workers pose for a group picture
in front of the Church sign.

Scouts register to get credit.
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Eric is ready to start.

The real proof will be next spring, when the young
plantings will have had time to grow. So, take a few
minutes every month to walk around the property,
to see the progress on the entire new landscape of
the church and school.

THE ELCA MALARIA CAMPAIGN FOR
2014/2015
The congregation and the school will partner in raising awareness and funds to help eradicate malaria in Africa. This is the
one disease that can be totally eradicated from the world if only
the governments and churches work to that end. During the
school year, both church and school will receive more information about how they can be involved in this universal effort.
Already, the TEAM Foundation has dedicated $750 toward the
ELCA Malaria Campaign and received thanks from the ELCA.

What is Malaria?
Malaria is a mosquito-borne disease caused by a parasite. People
with malaria often experience fever, chills, and flu-like illness.
Left untreated, they may develop severe complications and die.
In 2010 an estimated
219 million cases of
malaria occurred
worldwide and
660,000 people died,
most (91%) in the
African Region.

Congregational Life

The Congregational Life Committee hosted
Oktoberfest on October 11th in the
fellowship hall. Forty plus people attended
including one family from the school.
Those attending sang music and ate good
ole German and Bavarian food, sampled a
variety of brews, and enjoyed some good
old fellowship with each other. About a
dozen children played various games. A
great time was had by all.
A special thanks to DJ Fred (Ardis) for his
talents in the playing of Oktoberfest music
during the evening and providing a
wonderful time for the children. Thanks to
Dave and Bonnie Carlson, Anne Evans,
and Alan Anderson for their time and
efforts to making this event happen.
Be looking out for a special announcement
of a possible congregational event in
November.
Richard Anderson

Happy Birthday to our Special Senior Saints
Here is the list of our special senior members’ birthday celebrations for
the month of November:
Gerda Hudgens

95

11/08

Betty Hasel

90

11/10

Bernice Pierce

85

11/12

Alberta Fricke

90

11/18

Ernest Moeser

82

11/22
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2014 /2015
COUNCIL ELECTIONS

AED/CPR Certification

There will be a short special called meeting following each of the services on November 23, 2014 to
receive council and trustee nominations from the
floor. There will be another short meeting following each service on December 7, 2014 to elect new
members to the Church Council and Trustees. If
you plan to nominate someone, please be sure to get
their approval ahead of time.

Thanks to John Savage, training and certification will
be offered at Trinity on Sunday, November 16 from
1-4 p.m. in the church library. The class is limited to
twelve participants and Trinity is covering the cost
for each person. The certification will be valid for
two years and cards will be delivered to participants
within three weeks of completion of the course.

YOUTH GROUP!
Lost and Found is coming up November 21-23. This
fun event is for 7th and 8th graders and takes place
at Eagle Eyrie Conference Center in Lynchburg Virginia. Sign up sheet is posted on the Youth bulletin
board. We will be decorating the church on December 14th. Following that, we will go caroling to
some of our shut- ins. Youth, families, and any others who wish to join us are welcome. Meet at
church after second service. We'll get lunch first.

Women of Trinity
Please join the The Cora Miller Circle Luncheon
every second Thursday of the month! The Ladies
go out to a restaurant for lunch and fellowship. The
Luncheon is always listed in the Church Bulletin the
Sunday before the ladies meet. Feel free to give Carretta Behrmann a call (757-827-0493) to inform her
of your attendance so she can forewarn the restaurant of how many to expect and prepare for.

Usher, Presenter, and Greeter Schedule for November
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Service

Ushers

Greeters

Presenters

8:30 AM

Steve & Astrid Quist, Rock & Sue
Moeslein and Pete Mizelle

Rock & Sue
Moeslein

Jim & Shirley
Fulton

11:00 AM

Cliff & Anne Obara, Richard Anderson
and Jarvis Edwards

Anne Obara

Bill & Caroline
Mulvey

COMMUNITY BULLETIN BOARD
Trinity has a new web
address. Please put the
following in your favorites:

trinitylutheran-nn.com
The content will also be
changed very soon.

Looking Ahead
Nov 1

TLS Oyster Roast (Crab Shack)

Nov 2

Lutheran/Mennonite Hymnfest
at TLC

Nov 16 CNU Scholarship Recipient
performance
Nov 23 Congregation Mtg (Nominations)
Nov 30 Advent begins
Dec 2

Faith in Action Night

Dec 7

Congregation Mtg (Elections)

Dec 14 Greening of the Church
Dec 18 TLS Lessons and Carols
Dec 20 Virginia Choral Society Concert
Dec 21 Children’s Musical
Dec 22 Virginia Choral Society Concert
Dec 24 Christmas Eve Services and PORT
begins and runs through the 31st

Cora Miller Circle Luncheon
November 20, 2014
11:45 a.m.
Surf Rider in Poquoson, VA.

Festival of
Church Music
November 9th, 4:00 PM
Pope Chapel at Christopher
Newport University
Local Choirs
singing to
support the
United Campus
Ministry at CNU
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Trinity Evangelical Lutheran Church
6812 River Road, Newport News, Virginia 23607
Phone: (757) 245-7861

Worship Schedule
Sunday Worship (May 4—June 15, 2015): 8:30 A.M. and 11:00 A.M.
Faith Walk (Sunday School) Between Services: 9:45 A.M.
Sunday Worship (June 22—August 27, 2015): 10:00 A.M.
Holy Communion is celebrated weekly
A Nursery is Provided during worship

Contact Information
Pastor: The Reverend Frederick P. Guy (pastor@trinitynn.org)
Organist and Director of Music: Rob Keene (music@trinitynn.org)
Administrative Assistant (admin@trinitynn.org)
Treasurer (treasurer@trinitynn.org)
Website: http://www.trinitylutheran-nn.com

A congregation of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America, Virginia Synod
Trinity Evangelical Lutheran Church is a covenant partner with:
Peninsula Pastoral Counseling Center, Habitat for Humanity, Newport News Link,
and Thrive Peninsula (formerly Denbigh United Christian Outreach).
Trinity Evangelical Lutheran Church is a Stephen Ministry Congregation.
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