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From the Pastor’s Desk . . .
Dear Friends,
I appreciate the naming of a
transition committee to help
us journey through this interim time together.
They
are:
Suzanne Beckstoffer,
Pete Mizelle, Carol Bessom,
Anne Evans, Todd Recupero,
Jessica Moye, John Lunsford,
Brad Goodman. In the letter of agreement from
the Church Council, the Bishop and me, it says
“together the congregation and the interim pastor
will:
a) Examine the history of the congregation and
work through the transition dynamics that usually follow the departure of a pastor.
b) Seek to confirm and identify current issues facing the congregation and develop ways of dealing with them.
c) Develop a vision for the congregation’s mission.
d) Examine the congregation’s linkage with synod,
conference, church-wide units and the resources
that may be available for ministry
e) Prepare for the arrival of a new pastor;
f) Align the congregation in accordance with the
constitution and bylaws of the ELCA, the Virginia Synod and update as needed.”
Further, the congregation will commit to the Gospel
by faithful participation in worship, learning, and
fellowship activities, support the ministry of the congregation through service and gifts, accept the interim pastor, uphold him/her in prayer and accord
him/her love, respect and good will.
So that is our agenda together. I will work with the
transition committee to fulfill this covenant.
We are now hard at work in the office to produce
name tags for every member of the congregation. Then we will have places where you enter and
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leave worship to hang the name tags for your Sunday use. This will benefit me greatly as an interim
pastor to know your names and eventually the newly
called pastor. When this is ready, we will announce
when this will begin. Name tags are used in most all
congregations today and really help in knowing one
another.
On Nov. 22, (Christ the King Sunday), we will honor our school with special recognition and prayers
for staff, faculty, students and families. It will
be pleasure to speak such prayers for the church’s
wonderful ministry with the school.
Call me (757-634-2419) or email
(pastor@trinitynn.org) for visits with you.

me

Blessings,
Pastor Jim Cobb

Tidings Inputs
Do you have something you would
like to see published in the Tidings?
You can submit an article by the 15th of the
month or contact the Administrative Assistant
to offer suggestions. Based on space available
we will work to get your input request into the
newsletter. All calendar inputs are welcome as
well.

2015 Pictorial Directory
The pictorial directory has been delivered.
To save postage, copies are available in the
library for all families that had their picture
taken. Each copy is labeled so be sure to
take your copy so we can track who has received a copy or not. Extra copies are
available by request in the church office.

Keeping the Church Doors Open
Behind the scenes, unnoticed by
most, there is a bustle of activity.
The folks that are involved get
very little recognition other than
the satisfaction that they have
prepared the church for another
Sunday of worship and praise.
This will be the first of several articles that will profile the various committees that constitute the heart
and soul of the Church.

we do not have enough choir
members to cover both services.
Therefore, the choir alternates
services. While being a great
singer is not a requirement to
join the choir, it is important to
attend the Wednesday evening
practices. If you can carry a note, perhaps this is
where your talents can be put to use. Contact Rob
Keene to learn more about the choir.

The hope is that the information provided will spark
some interest from those members that, to date,
have not found a committee or activity to help out
with.

Altar Guild is the group that is responsible for preparing the church for worship service. Candles are
oiled, the bread and wine is purchased and prepared,
the table is decorated with seasonal cloths and flowers are set out to brighten the chancel. The volunteers start by “setting the table” on Saturday morning. This occasionally means changing the cloths on
the altar and oiling the candles. On festival service
weeks, the candelabras are set out. Then, prior to
and following each service, a quick setting out or
refilling of the bread and wine is done. If oil, candle
wax or wine is spilled, then the white linens are taken home to be cleaned and ironed. With enough
volunteers, the jobs can be divided and conquered in
little time. This is a great opportunity to learn about
the traditions of the church. If you think this is your
calling, please see Karoline Ardis. Training is provided in advance for each of the various tasks.

This first article will discuss the committees that are
responsible for the Church services themselves. It
takes a variety of folks to prepare and provide the
music, the liturgy, and the table for every Sunday’s
worship service. The responsibility falls first on the
Worship and Music Committee. Under this committee, there is the Choir, Altar Guild, and Ecclesiastical Arts. In addition, there are the service providers which constitute the acolytes, communion assistant, torch bearers, bible bearers, crucifers, nursery
providers, readers, presenters, greeters, and ushers.
You can get an idea of the extent of this last group
by seeing the volunteer list on page 10 (note the
empty boxes which means help is needed). The only
paid people for each service are the Pastor, the Organist/Music Director and one nursery caregiver.
Everyone else has volunteered their services to make
it a joyful and uplifting service of music and praise.
This means that there is always need for more participation from other members to sort of “share the
wealth.”
Let’s look at these functions individually, starting
with the Choir. The music is a major element of the
liturgy. We sing at the beginning, in the middle and
at the end of each service. The choir is there to help
lead the rest of us with the hymns. Unfortunately,

Ecclesiastical Arts has primarily been responsible for
the flowers that decorate the church every week and
at Easter and Christmas. This sub-committee needs
a chairman as soon as possible. The chair would be
responsible for getting volunteers to collect orders
for Easter lilies and Christmas poinsettias and placing them in the windows, etc. The committee is also
responsible for the weekly flowers which includes
managing the flower chart and collecting the prayer
requests from the families that order the flowers.
The committee would also reset the flowers after the
last service for the families to take them home. EcContinued on page 9
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Five Things That Happen When You Get a New Pastor
by Tim Brown, reprinted with permission from the Lutheran
Magazine, October 2015
Pastors and congregations live in transition. Congregants come and congregants go. Pastors arrive
and pastors leave. In some contexts this is more
common than in others, and it's worth noting that
there is a vocational push these days to encourage
pastors to stay with a parish for a while. (For more
on this topic, check out the "Slow Church" movement at wwwpatheos.com/ blogs/slowchurch.)
But even if a pastor stays for many years at a particular parish, it's more likely than not that at some point
parishioners and clergy will experience the anxiety,
pregnant joy and hand-wringing expectation that
comes with calling a new minister.
So let's imagine that your parish has just said goodbye to a pastor, even one who is dearly beloved, and
has now welcomed someone new. She's in, she's had
her first Sunday, and now you're wondering, "What's
next?"
Based on my experience, here are five things that
happen when a new pastor arrives.
1. New people show up.
They will. The new pastor will speak to new people
who don't know or remember the last minister, and
they will make this new pastor their own. She is
their pastor. When you talk about "Pastor So-andSo's way of doing things:' they won't know the reference. They will desire, and start, new traditions.
They'll spark some change, even as they hope for
and create friendships with longtime members who
loved the way things used to be.
When a new pastor comes, so do new people. This
transition will require the congregation to love
Christ enough to welcome the stranger and risk taking a chance on new ideas from new people.
2. Some people will leave.
We don't like to talk about this, and we don't like to
think about this, but it's true.
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Perhaps they're leaving because the previous pastor's
departure gives them the freedom to also move on
after being heavily involved. Perhaps they've been
on the margins of the community anyway, and this
allows them to step away quietly. Perhaps they're
longtime members who just can't get on board with
the new pastor and his way of doing things.
No community stays stagnant forever. There will be
a temptation by the new pastor and the congregants
to want to keep these people by hook or crook, but
sometimes this just needs to happen for one reason
or another. This particular transition will require
trust, honesty and the ability for the congregation to
love people enough to let them go if they have to
leave.
3. Worship will change.
Your previous pastor had that folksy charm. This
new minister has a love of icons, pulpit preaching
and wants to talk about moving that Saturday night
service to Thursday night. Whatever the change
may be, worship will be different. Sometimes this is
welcome news, and sometimes this will cause deep
anxiety.
The old adage that a pastor should never change anything in the first year is not wisdom. While no pastor should tailor services solely to his or her preference, worship will evolve somehow to reflect the
strengths of the presider.
The community will have to be honest with one another and the new pastor while not being obstinate
or obstructionist. After all, worship is more about
God than the individual in the pew or the body in
the pulpit.
4. New life will spring forth.
It will. Probably in unexpected places. The new
pastor will bring his or her own hopes, ideas and
energy to new and existing programs and projects.
New life will certainly spring up. The congregation
must be adaptable, embracing these new sprigs of

life and harnessing this energy to spur on ministry in
other areas.
5. You will love each other, by God.
This last one is the most important, of course.
When given the time and space to be free and honest with one another, and when they are intent upon
living together in community, the congregation and
pastor will, by God, love one another. Since that is
the second greatest commandment, it should be a
priority.
If gossip, hard hearts, unrelenting egos and ambition
get in the way, this fruit of the new relationship will
surely whither on the vine. But when we give each
other the authority and space to welcome new peo-

ple, let people go, embrace godly change and encourage new life, love will grow and flourish and
infect the church like a mustard weed, allowing the
gospel to take root.
The call of the church is not just the pastor's, and
the church is not primarily the parishioners. It is
God's call; it is God's church. We just enjoy the responsibility and joy of stewarding both.
This, then, becomes the role of the pastor and the
congregation when a new call is taken: stewardship.
Both must look to steward well—not by force or by
ego, not by demanding uniformity or being unwilling
to change, but by seeking out the God who draws
people together so they might go out in mission for
the life of the world.

Faith In Action Fellowship

Oktoberfest

Come one, come all to
the Faith In Action Fellowship on December
1st. This event is intended for all Trinity
members to come together in food, fellowship, and service. The evening begins with a catered
dinner at 6:00 PM. We then break off according to
committees to discuss activities, etc. At around 7:15
PM, we gather all together and each committee chair
will report out. It should wrap up by 7:45 PM. If
you are new to the church or have not served on a
committee yet, this is a great opportunity to mingle
and find out which committee would best suit your
talents. Even if you are not sure about serving on a
committee, come join us for the food and fellowship. The Faith In Action night is held every other
month on the first
Tuesday of the
month.
Let the
church know if you
need a ride and we
will make the necessary arrangements.

The Congregational Life Committee would like to
express a great thank you to all that came to Oktoberfest. Despite the threat of the hurricane and a
nor’easter that came in days earlier, making travel
nasty, over 50 people still came out to have a good
time celebrating Oktoberfest together in fellowship.
The kids played old-fashioned games including a
pudding eating contest, apple bobbing, bean bag
toss, and musical chairs. Two passes to Busch Gardens (donated by Sandra Anderson) were awarded as
a door proze to Matthew Zimmerman.
A special thanks to Alan Anderson and Dave Carlson for arranging the German/Oktoberfest music.
Also thanks to Anne Evans, Sounthone Mynoymany, Sandra Anderson, and Shirley Anderson for
their help making the festival happen. Additional
thanks to all those that stayed afterwards and helped
clean up.
Thanks and God Bless,
Richard Anderson
Editor’s note: Pictures from the event are on the
church website and in the October Tidings.
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Property Report
The Property Committee met on Tuesday, October
6th at 6:00 PM during Faith-In-Action night. Here is
an update on our current projects:

while still repairing the floor. This will be time
consuming, but will allow us to continue to make
progress.



Library – We working to get the cold water faucet
fixed



Entrance lights - We will clean out and repair the
lights around the exterior building doors.



Church Van – After further investigation the van
is okay to use. The issue under the van floor does
not make it unsafe but may cause future repairs to
be more expensive.

The next meeting is Tuesday, November 3rd at 7
PM. The members of the property committee are
Jack Kowalski, Diane Roselius, Pete Johnston, Joan
Johnston, Kevin Goetz and Earl Dunn (TLS).



Social Hall – We continue to work on covering the
sealed floor. There are sections where the sealant
has been scrapped off of the floor. This is due to
the time it takes for the sealant to cure. The sealant
that was used had to have a low vapor rating to
ensure that there would not be an odor in the social hall for months. The trade off of a low vapor
rating is a longer cure time, in this case it takes 30
days to cure. We are looking into coating the floor
again in sections to allow the room to be used

Bill Mulvey
Property Committee Chair



Sanctuary – We have held off doing more work in
the sanctuary to make sure there is no further
moisture damage in the areas that have been
scraped and sealed.

Youth Bowling Event
Sunday, November 8th
Following the 11:00 A.M. Service
AMF Lanes, Yorktown

Holiday Concerts
The following listing of Holiday concerts is a sampling of what is available this season on the Peninsula. Several of
the concerts will be held at Trinity. There are additional dates and times for some of these concerts. Additional
information is available on the Church bulletin board or the organization’s website. Some are free, others have
admission fees. See vachorale.org, vachoralsociety.org, or vhcbells.org.
Concert

Date/Time

Location

TRADOC Winds

Wed., Nov. 18, 7:30 PM

St. Paul’s Lutheran Church

Virginia Handbell Consort,
“Holiday Impressions”

Sat., Dec. 5, 7:00 PM

St. Mark Lutheran Church

Sat., Dec. 12, 7:00 PM

Reformation Lutheran Church

Virginia Chorale, “Sing We Nowell”

Fri., Dec. 4, 8:00 PM

Trinity Lutheran Church

Sun., Dec. 13, 4:00 PM

Gloria Dei Lutheran Church

Sat., Dec. 19, 8:00 PM

Trinity Lutheran Church

Sun., Dec. 20, 8:00 PM

Trinity Lutheran Church

Virginia Choral Society
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2016 Trinity Calendars
Editor’s note: If you
like this month’s cover
photo, you’ll love the
2016 Trinity calendar.
It’s time again to
order your Trinity
calendars for next
year. A sample is
available on the
bulletin board near
the elevator, along
with flyers/order
forms. The price has not changed; it’s still only $22
per calendar. Enjoy a full year of color photos de-

picting scenes around our church, and know that
your purchase has helped add to the organ fund.
JoAnne Rawls will place the order on Black Friday in
order to secure the best discounts. The bigger the
discount, the more profit left over for our beautiful
organ.
Please fill out an order form (attached to the bottom
of the flyer near the sample calendar), make your
check payable to Trinity Lutheran Church, and mark it
“Calendar” on the memo line. Then simply drop it
in the offering plate or take it to the church office.
Order now to make sure you are not left out.
Thanks a lot!
--JoAnne

Robin Strickler and the Rwanda School Project
Editor’s note: Trinity Lutheran sponsors Robin Strickler
through contributions to the ELCA as a missionary in education.
When Robin Strickler, an American educator, married Rev. John Rustindintwarane, a Rwandan Lutheran pastor and community organizer, they began
to think about what work they would do in Rwanda.
In 2004, conversations with Rwandan Lutherans and
educators planted the idea in Robin’s mind for a secondary school.
In 2006 Lutheran leaders in Rwanda met with Dr.
Karl Smith, treasurer of the Sierra Pacific Synod
(region of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in
America—ELCA) and discuss a site in Rwamagana
that would bring the school into partnership with
the Lutheran Church of Rwanda (LCR). By 2007,
Robin began teaching a free English class. Progress
continues through 2009 when the first campus
building was constructed and the Lutheran Educational Development Association was formed to administer the school. Over the next five years, the
school continued to grow with assistance from the

Robin teaching class.
ELCA and partner Churches. By 2014, there were
107 students and 10 teachers. Additional buildings
were constructed for dormitories, a cafeteria, and a
science lab. A parent-teacher association was also
formed.
More information is available at the school’s website
(http://rwandaschoolproject.org/), which describes
the mission and history of the school and what future plans they have.
7

Advent Workshop
This year's Advent Workshop will be a bit different
from recent years. The kids will get a chance to experience The Miracle of Jesus while they visit Bethlehem. There they will learn of Jesus while doing
some fun activities and crafts. In order to transform
our Social Hall into Bethlehem, we were hoping
members may have some items we could borrow for
decorations or donate items. Any items on loan,
please place your name on them with tape so we can
return them. Thank you so much! Here is a list of
what we are looking for:
11 volunteers for tables on November 15th
Robes that may be used for period costumes
Real or artificial potted palms
Clothesline and pins
Clay pots and vases
Old table cloths/sheets

Trinity Lutheran Church
Social Hall

Green/Brown tarps
Blankets/rugs
Hay
Electric tea lights/candles
Wooden cooking utensils

Sunday, November 15, 2015
Between Services, ~9:45 AM

Small and large natural looking baskets
Fishing net
Assorted thrown pillows for sitting on
Bright colored cloths
Skeins and balls of yarn
Baskets without the arched handle, (side handles
work)
Wool apparel and accessories

Items for crafts:
Markers
Glitter glue
Beads
8 smooth palm sized rocks and wooden cutting
boards for crushing
spices
Small sand funnels
8

Adopt-A-Spot
Sunday, November 8th, 1:00 P.M.
Following Church services we will begin
with a hearty lunch (free to the volunteers) and proceed to cleaning Huntington Avenue. This is a wonderful neighborhood ministry that Pastor Guy started. It will take around two hours to
complete. Please consider helping as the
more volunteers there are the more fun
it will be!

Keeping The Church Doors Open, continued from page 3

clesiastical Arts and Altar Guild often work together.
If you love flowers, perhaps this is where you can
help the church. Please see Anne Obara (Worship
and Music Chair) to volunteer or get more information.
The last group to discuss are the service volunteers.
These folks both young and old, work hard during
each of the services helping the visitors get acquainted with the church or assisting the Pastor with the
various aspects of the service. While a monthly
commitment used to be the norm, the church is now
working on a more liberal volunteer system. You
can sign up for the Sundays you know you will be
available. The good part about these jobs is that you
get to help the church out at the same time you’re
attending the worship service. Again, training is provided so no one should feel intimated. Please see
Dick Davis for more information on ushering, greeting, etc. Bill Solomon is the contact point for acolytes, crucifers, etc. There are sign-up sheets on the
main bulletin board for some of the service volunteer positions.

The Nursery

is looking

Christmas Poinsettias
There is a risk that we
may not have any poinsettias for this Christmas!
The Worship and Music
Committee is seeking an
individual or individuals to
organize, collect orders and set out the Christmas
poinsettias this year, If no one volunteers by November 21st, we will have to cancel plans to have the
flowers in the windows and along the organ pipes.
Orders need to be collected starting this month in
order to receive them in time for decorating. Please
contact Anne Obara, at the church office, if you
would like to volunteer.

Thanksgiving Food Bags
The Thanksgiving food bags are due by November 15th. You can drop them off in the
library anytime between now and then. If you
did not pick one up on Rally Day, just fill a paper sack with the following suggested items:
rice, canned vegetables, gravy, apple sauce, kidfriendly cereal, cake mix, cake frosting, and tea
or coffee. Thanks! Social Ministry Committee

for additional care givers
for the Sunday services.
If you love caring for young children,
please contact Charlotte Duff at 3429251. Thanks for helping!

Happy Birthday to our Special Senior Saints
Here is the list of our special senior members’ birthday celebrations for
the month of November:
Gerda Hudgins .............................. November 8 ............................... 97
Betty Hazel .................................... November 10 .............................. 92
Alberta Fricke ............................... November 18 .............................. 92
Ernest Moeser............................... November 22 .............................. 84
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SERVICE VOLUNTEER SCHEDULE FOR NOVEMBER 2015
Service Role

Nov. 1st

Nov. 8th

Nov. 15th

Nov. 22nd

Nov. 29th

8:30 AM Services (Choir sings on November 8th and 22nd)
Crucifer

C. Molina

Shawn Murphy

S. Mynoymany

Chip Nassau

C. Molina

Acolyte

Samuel Molina

Alex Murphy

Melissa Quist

Alex Murphy

M. Mynoymany

Acolyte

M. Mynoymany

Samuel Molina

M. Mynoymany

Samuel Molina

Samuel Molina

Communion Assist.

Melissa Quist

Chip Nassau

Melissa Quist

Chip Nassau

C. Molina

Torchbearer

Melissa Quist

N/A

N/A

C. Molina

N/A

Torchbearer

S. Mynoymany

N/A

N/A

S. McWithey

N/A

Reader

Jessica Moye

Jessica Moye

Kathy Stevens

Kathy Stevens

Kathy Stevens

Usher Captain

Steve Quist

Steve Quist

Steve Quist

Steve Quist

Steve Quist

Greeter/Usher

Astrid Quist

Astrid Quist

Astrid Quist

Astrid Quist

Astrid Quist

Greeter/Usher

Bill Mulvey

Pete Mizelle

John Huff

Usher

Sue Moeslin

Doris Huff

Doris Huff

Usher at rail

Pete Mizelle

John Huff

Presenter

James Deagle

James Deagle

James Deagle

James Deagle

James Deagle

Presenter

Susan Deagle

Susan Deagle

Susan Deagle

Susan Deagle

Susan Deagle

Jim Gribble

11:00 AM Service (Choir sings on November 1st, 15th, and 29th)
Crucifer

Mark Madler

John Savage

Mark Madler

John Savage

Mark Madler

Acolyte

S. McWithey

Nathan Rummel

Lina Recupero

Nathan Rummel

T. McWithey

Acolyte

T. McWithey

Laura Madler

Emma Recupero Emma Recupero

Laura Madler

Communion Assist.

Reagan Belote

John Savage

Mark Madler

Brad Goodman

John Savage

Torchbearer

Reagan Belote

N/A

N/A

Reagan Belote

N/A

Torchbearer

Laura Madler

N/A

N/A

Laura Madler

N/A

Reader

Mary Dell

Kelly Rummel

Kelly Rummel

Mary Dell

Mary Dell

Usher Captain

Don Sniady

Clifford Obara

Don Sniady

Don Sniady

Don Sniady

Greeter/Usher

Karoline Ardis

Karoline Ardis

Karoline Ardis

Karoline Ardis

Karoline Ardis

Greeter/Usher

Harry Savage

Jim Gribble

Harry Savage

Usher

R. Anderson

Anne Obara

Anne Obara

Anne Obara

Usher at Rail

Jarvis Edwards

Clifford Obara

Clifford Obara

Presenter

Anne Obara

Anne Obara

Anne Obara

Anne Obara

Anne Obara

Presenter

Clifford Obara

Clifford Obara

Clifford Obara

Clifford Obara

Clifford Obara

Building Lockup

Dick Davis

Clifford Obara

Dick Davis

Clifford Obara

Dick Davis
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Jim Gribble

COMMUNITY BULLETIN BOARD
Hilton Area Blood Drive
Tuesday, Nov. 10th, 1:30-6:00 P.M.
Hilton Presbyterian Church
34 Main Street

Looking Ahead
Nov 1
Nov 4
Nov 8
Nov 8
Nov 10
Nov 12
Nov 15
Nov 15
Nov 18
Nov 20
Nov 22
Nov 30
Dec 1
Dec 4
Dec 6
Dec 12
Dec 13
Dec 17
Dec 18
Dec 19
Dec 20
Dec 20
Dec 24

All Saints Day
TLS Open House
Adopt-A-Spot
Youth Bowling (AMF Yorktown)
Hilton Area Blood Drive
Cora Miller Luncheon
Called Congregation Meeting
Advent Workshop
TRADOC Winds Concert (St. Paul)
VA Synod Lost and Found
School Appreciation Sunday
Advent begins
Faith in Action Night
Virginia Chorale Concert
Virgina Handbell (St. Mark)
Virginia Handbell (Reformation)
Greening of the Church
TLS Lessons and Carols
TLS Lessons and Carols
Virginia Choral Society Concert
Virginia Choral Society Concert
Trinity Troopers Musical
Christmas Eve Services

Cora Miller Circle Luncheon
Thursday, November 12, 2015
Anderson’s Showplace
11:30 a.m.

TLS Open House
All are invited to an open house for Trinity
Lutheran
School
on
Wednesday,
November 4th from 9:00 A.M. to 2:00
P.M. Come visit the classrooms and
experience the journey of students
becoming inquirers, communicators and
thinkers. There will be refreshments and
questions/answers in the social hall
afterwards. Contact the school for more
information at 757-245-2576 or on the
web at www.trinitynn.com.

TLS School Appreciation
Sunday, Nov. 22nd
11:00 A.M. Church Worship Service
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Trinity Evangelical Lutheran Church
6812 River Road, Newport News, Virginia 23607
Phone: (757) 245-7861

Worship Schedule
Sunday Worship: 8:30 A.M. and 11:00 A.M.
Faith Walk (Sunday School) Between Services: 9:45 A.M.
Holy Communion is celebrated weekly
A Nursery is Provided during worship

Contact Information
Interim Pastor: The Rev. Dr. James G. Cobb (pastor@trinitynn.org)
Organist and Director of Music: Rob Keene (music@trinitynn.org)
Administrative Assistant: Anne Obara (admin@trinitynn.org)
Treasurer: Carol Bessom (treasurer@trinitynn.org)
Website: http://www.trinitylutheran-nn.com

A congregation of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America, Virginia Synod
Trinity Evangelical Lutheran Church is a covenant partner with:
Peninsula Pastoral Counseling Center, Habitat for Humanity, Newport News Link,
and Thrive Peninsula (formerly Denbigh United Christian Outreach).
Trinity Evangelical Lutheran Church is a Stephen Ministry Congregation.
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