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From the Pastor’s Desk . . .
Well, WE’RE FINALLY
HERE!! It feels like we’ve
been talking about for
months, years really, and it
is finally, finally here: the
500th anniversary of the
Reformation. On October
31, 1517, Martin Luther
decided that it was time to
stop just talking about reforming the church and put
his money where his mouth was. He walked right
up to the church in the Wittenburg square and nailed
his 95 theses to the door. Now, we tend to think
that it was the nailing on the door that was the big
controversy, but in reality, during Luther’s time
church doors were kind of like the modern day
billboard, so no, it wasn’t the hammer and nails that
truly riled the feathers of the church. It was the
words he wrote. This lone monk, who, if we’re
being honest, was kind of awful at being a monk,
had not one, but ninety-five complaints about where
the church had gone wrong, and he was making
them known, very publicly known. You didn’t
question the church in Luther’s day. They were the
power. They were the rule. They were everything,
the be all, end all, and yet, Luther was willing to
stand up and speak truth to power, to say, we are
failing, and failing spectacularly. We are failing at
sharing the gospel with people; we are failing at
sharing God’s love with people; we are failing at
giving people hope, and he wasn’t going to do it
anymore.
It is a wild and pretty awesome legacy that we have
as the Lutheran church, to be able to say, “Yeah,
that’s our guy!” We get to look back and say that
our heritage derives from not just a man, but a rebel,
a James Dean kind of monk who wasn’t willing to
take no for an answer or keep silent when he felt
there was wrong being done. We get to say that our
guy is the one who stood before an entire church
council, who easily could have had him
excommunicated, if not killed, and said, I won’t
recant, I won’t back down. Here I stand, I can do
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Rebel With a Cause
no other. Our guy is the guy who stood firm in the
face of tremendous odds, who knew it was probably
a fool’s errand to try and change the church, but he
did it anyway, and we’re still here because of it. Our
guy is the one who was bold enough to sneak his
future wife out of a convent in a fish barrel, who was
cool enough to invite his students to dinner and
drinks just to talk God, who was brazen enough to
burn the letter the Pope sent announcing his
excommunication. Yeah, Luther…he’s our guy, and
we’re going to celebrate his, our, legacy good and
proper for the next year.
Yet, it can’t stop at celebration. It isn’t enough to
just point behind us and say, “Yahoo! That’s where
we’ve been, isn’t it awesome?!” It isn’t enough to
remember and honor the work of our forebears.
There has to be more. Why? Because we are the
descendants of rebels, and the way we honor them is
to keep looking at the world, at the church and
asking where a word of rebellion needs to be
spoken. This year isn’t just about the past, it’s about
the future. We have to ask ourselves where we are
going. We’ve been around for 500 years and that’s
amazing, but what are we going to do with the next
500? What will the legacy of Lutherans be at the
1,000th year anniversary of the Reformation? Will it
be our descendants still having to harken back to
Luther and say that he was a guy that got stuff done,
or will they look back and say, boy those ELCA
Lutherans…they took our heritage and ran with it!
The work of Reformation never stops. We might
think we’ve made it, but we aren’t even close. There
are still far too many people in this world who feel
like God doesn’t love them, or doesn’t care. There
are people who feel that way because the church has
treated them as such. There are people who are told
God hates them because of who they are. There are
people who are lost and lonely, hungry and
desperate, sick and imprisoned. There are people
who need us, needs us to gird up our rebellious loins
and ask the tough questions, like where have we
failed our brothers and sisters and how can we

change it? Where does the church need to go? How
does the church strive to not be complacent? Where
does the church still need to be reformed? Who do
we need to be for the world for the next 500 years?
They are not easy questions, and they do not come
with easy answers. However, 500 years ago, the
questions weren’t any easier, nor were the inevitable
answers. It was hard work, what Luther and his
fellow reformers did, harder than just driving one

nail into a door. It continues to be hard work, but it
is work that must be done, not just for us, not just
for our legacy, but for the gospel, for the world, for
our neighbors. We still have a cause in this world.
The gospel still has a cause. We just have to ask
ourselves if we’re willing to be rebels for it?
Peace it Together,
Pastor Tina

Announcements . . .
Blessing of the Pets
Our pets are the sources of some of our greatest
joys, and they are a wondrous part of God's good
creation. Come join us on Sunday, October 8th at
3:00 for a Blessing of the Pets worship service. All
pets are welcome, from those that bark to those that
squawk, from the four-legged to the two-legged. We
will gather at Huntington Park for the service, to enjoy the sunshine of God's creation as we give thanks
to God for these beautiful creatures that give us such
joy.

TIME!!) and get in as much walking as the sunset
will allow. All are welcome to join us. Come for
fellowship, prayer, and a wonderful way to steward
your body through exercise.
Reformation Sunday NEW Schedule!
Sunday, October 29th is the BIG DAY! We will finally begin our Reformation 500th celebrations. We
will gather for ONE worship service at 10:00 AM
that morning, where we will be joined by special
guest instrumentalists, and then we will all head
downstairs for our Oktoberfest celebrations. Please
bring a side dish or dessert to pass for the occasion,
as we join together to kick off our year long celebration of the Reformation.
Worship Like Luther!

Walking Worship Wednesday Return!!
Join us for a special fall edition of WWW!! Every
Wednesday in October we will gather at the Mariner's Museum parking lot for an evening stroll and
time of worship. We will gather at 5:45 PM (NEW

We will have a special worship service this year to
commemorate the 500th anniversary of the Reformation, held on Tuesday, October 31st at 7:00 PM.
We will celebrate this wonderful occasion by following Luther's original order for mass, so things will
look and sound a little different, but it will give us a
wonderful glimpse into what the first Reformers did
when they worshiped. (And since it is Halloween, if
you're coming from
Trick or Treating,
don't worry about
those costumes!
Come as you are, we
would love to see
you there!)
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Other Reformation Celebration Opportunities
Looking for more ways to celebrate the Reformation? Join your brothers and sisters of the Peninsula Conference at St. Mark, Yorktown on Sunday,
October 29 at 3:00 for an afternoon of worship and
song! It will be a wonderful chance to hear the choirs
of the conference, as well as worship as a whole
community as we celebrate the Reformation.
Confirmation Classes
All classes are from 6-8 PM in the church parlor:
The dates are: October 15, November 19, December
17, January 21, February 18, March 18, April 15, and
May 20.

Attention Scrapbookers!

Organ Repairs
Following the congregation’s approved motion to
repair and upgrade the church organ with up to
$155,000 of organ funds and borrowed
undesignated bequests, the council has approved
the selection of the Patrick J. Murphy and
Associates company to do the repairs. It is
expected that the repairs will begin in January
2018.
Additional proposals were received
following the special congregation meeting. Both
the Property and Worship and Music committees
reviewed all submitted proposals, with the
conclusion that the Patrick J. Murphy and
Associates proposal had the best price for the
quality of work expected.

New or experienced, please join us on the second
Saturday of each month from 9:00 AM to 3:00
PM in the Church social hall. The next couple of
dates are October 14th and November 11th. For
more information and to reserve a spot please call
Terri Hoffeditz at (C) 757 871 1182 or (H) 757
766 2646.
Please note: this is
not a sales
sponsored event.
Just
plain
scrapbooking!

Halloween Party
All Trinity Lutheran Church and School children age
birth – 3rd grade are invited to a Halloween Party to be
held in the social hall on Sunday, October 22 from 3-5
p.m. Come and join us for crafts, games, trick or treating in the church, and piñatas. Make sure that you dress
up in your costume and bring your trick or treat bag
with you to this event. If you can attend, please rsvp to
the church office by October 16.
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This is a view of the main culprit (swell bellows
showing failed leathers) that led to the need for
the repairs and upgrades to the organ. While
these repairs were planned, they came sooner than
expected. Coming March of 2018 will be the new
sweet sounds of the Trinity organ.

There will be one worship service on
Reformation Sunday, October 29th at 10:00 AM
The annual Oktoberfest Celebration will follow
immediately after the service in the social hall.
Please bring an American or German side dish
Music, dancing, games, face painting, and a special
performance by two of our church
members.
Music will be provided by the
Sauerkraut Symphony Band
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Reformation 500 Musical Events at Trinity
October 31, 2017,
marks the 500th Anniversary of Martin Luther’s posting of his 95
Theses on the doors of
the church in Wittenberg, Germany, and
the beginning of our
Lutheran church. We
will be celebrating our
Lutheran musical heritage with a series of special
services and concerts all throughout this anniversary
year.

mith's Trauermusik and, in a nod to beloved music
of our time, Jay Ungar's Ashokan Farewell.

Generous donations from members and friends of
Trinity have made these events possible, and we are
excited to share this program with you. Please mark
your calendars for these very special occasions.

Eight members of the Virginia Chorale will join with
Trinity's chancel choir in beloved music of the season. Samuel Scheidt's setting of "In dulci jubilo,"
"Glory to God" from Handel's Messiah, and Hugo
Distler’s rarely-heard variations on “Es ist ein Ros
entsprungen” will be shared.

We would especially like to thank our Director of
Music, Rob Keene, for his inspiration and efforts in
making this celebration of our Lutheran musical heritage a reality.
Laura Davis
Worship and Music Chairman
Event List:

Tuesday, October 31, 2017 (7 pm)
We explore our own origin story as Pastor Tina leads
worship according to Luther's 1523 Order of Service. The finest composers in the generations before
Bach will be featured, including Hassler, Praetorius,
Scheidemann, Scheidt, Tunder, Weckmann, and Luther’s primary musical collaborator, Johann Walter.
Polyphony will be performed by members of the
commonwealth’s premier professional choral ensemble, the Virginia Chorale.

Sunday, November 5, 2017 (10:45 am)
Seven members of the Virginia Symphony Orchestra
will accompany Trinity's chancel choir in a performance of Sebastian Bach's funeral motet O Jesu
Christ, meins Lebens Licht, BWV 118. The VSO’s
Matthew Umlauf, viola, will perform Paul Hinde6

Thursday, November 9, 2017 (7 pm)
Trinity will host Hampton Roads’ Lutheran and Jewish congregations in an evening of remembrance and
reconciliation. The Evangelical Lutheran Church in
America's official statement regarding Luther's antiSemitism and the use of his writings by the Nazi party will be read. Choral music and congregational
singing will draw from Lutheran and Jewish traditions.

Sunday, December 24, 2017 (7:30 pm)

Sunday, March 11, 2018 (4 pm)
Christopher Young in recital. The Indiana University Jacobs School of Music professor will perform
works by Sebastian Bach, Georg Böhm, Bert Matter,
Heinrich Reimann, Johann Ulrich Steigleder, and
Matthias Weckmann. Admission is free; an offering
will be collected for the Don Golden Music Scholarship at Christopher Newport University.

Friday, March 30, 2018 (7 pm)
Heinrich Schütz's Die Sieben Worte Jesu am Kreuze
will be the centerpiece of our Good Friday worship.
Young musicians from ODU’s early music program
will accompany Trinity’s chancel choir and soloists
from the Virginia Chorale.

Sunday, April 1, 2018 (10 am)
Members of the VSO and the Virginia Chorale will
join Trinity’s chancel choir in a performance of Johann Pachelbel’s Easter cantata, Christ lag in Todesbanden. Worship will begin with Pachelbel’s most
famous work - and one of the most beloved pieces
in all of Western music - the Canon in D.

Sunday, April 22, 2018 (10:45 am)
Eight members of the VSO will accompany the Indiana University alumna and Trinity University (San
Antonio) Assistant Professor of Music in a performance of Sebastian Bach's cantata Gott soll allein
mein Herze haben, BWV 169.

September 23, 2018 (4 pm)
Dongho Lee in recital. The winner of the 2010
American Guild of Organists National Young Artists
Competition in Organ Performance and Artist-inResidence at Providence United Methodist Church
(Charlotte) will perform works by Sebastian Bach,
Dieterich Buxtehude, Johannes Brahms, Lionel

Rogg, and Robert Schumann. Admission is free; an
offering will be collected for the Don Golden Music
Scholarship at Christopher Newport University.

Thursday, November 1, 2018 (7 pm)
Charles Woodward, Artistic Director of the Virginia
Chorale and Music Director at both St. Paul’s Episcopal Church and Ohef Sholom Temple, will conduct a combined church choir Performance of Johannes Brahms’s comforting memorial work. The
chorus will be joined by Rainelle Krause, soprano,
and Jesse Malgieri, baritone. A second performance
will occur at Christ and St. Luke’s Episcopal Church,
Norfolk, with orchestra.

TLS ANNUAL FUND RAISER BREAKFAST

presents

All church members are invited to come to the TLS
Annual Fund Raiser Breakfast on Thursday, November 2, from 8:30 a.m. until 9:30 a.m in the
gym. This year, former school parent and President
and CEO of W. M. Jordan, Mr. John Lawson, will be
the guest speaker. If you are interested in coming,
please rsvp by October 24, 2017 to the school (2457861) or church office (245-7861).

Sarah Frook Gallo, Artistic Director
with professional Jazz combo and youth chorus
Concert Schedule:
Friday, Oct. 6th, 7:30pm at TNCC,
Mary T. Christian Auditorium
Saturday, Oct. 7th, 4:00pm at
Trinity Lutheran Church
Sunday, Oct. 8, 4:00pm at Ebenezer United
Methodist Church
U.S. Premiere performance of Song Cycle

“vive la vélorution!”
www.vachoralsociety.org or 757-851-9114
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Some Things Just Need Repeating (and Updating). . .
It takes many hands—and bodies—to make things go smoothly here at Trinity, especially at our worship services.
Here are a few way in which you can help.
Ushers, Greeters, Presenters—greet parishioners and guests as they arrive, distribute bulletins and other
information, show visitors to a pew and have them sign the Guest Register, receive offerings, present offering
plates and communion elements at the Altar, and direct attendees to the Communion Rail. Couples and families
are urged to volunteer; we especially enjoy having Junior Ushers. For more information, contact Dick Davis (5957474) or sign up on the sheet on the library bulletin board.
Altar Guild—prepare the altar for worship services, including changing paraments,
filling candles, preparing the elements for Holy Communion, and cleaning up after
services. Couples and families are urged to volunteer. For more information,
contact Karoline Ardis (766-0388 or 869-5586).
Lay Readers—read the First and Second Lessons at Sunday services. For more
information, contact Kathy Stevens (532-6228) for the 8:15 service or Laura Davis
(595-7474) for the 10:45 service.
Assisting Ministers—assist the pastor by leading the Prayer of the Church at
worship services. For more information, contact Pastor Tina.
Crucifers and Communion Assistants—lead the processional at worship and
assist with the administration of the elements at the Eucharist. For more
information, contact Bill Solomon (249-1590).
Nursery Volunteers—We're using SignUp.com to organize our upcoming
SignUps. Here's how it works in 3 easy steps: 1) Click this link to see our SignUp on
SignUp.com: http://signup.com/go/1PzRCz, 2) Review the options listed and
choose the spot(s) you like., 3) Sign up! It's Easy - you will NOT need to register an
account or keep a password on SignUp.com. Note: SignUp.com does not share
your email address with anyone. If you prefer not to use your email address, please
contact Charlotte Duff (theduffs3010@gmail.com) so she can sign you up manually.
Building Lockup—Once the
service is over and as folks
trickle out to go on their way to
Sunday afternoon activities, the
church needs to be secured.
Lights are turned off, bulletins
are recycled, doors are locked,
the Columbarium is secured.
Training on the procedure is
provided. If you are interested
please contact Clifford Obara at
865-6659.
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Please consider helping
wherever and whenever you
can.

Youth Group Activities and Calendar through July 2018
October 13

Howl O Scream / Busch Gardens (1/2 day of school)

October 22

Halloween Party Hosted by Youth Group for younger members

November 10-11

Lock In / Famine Service Event

November 17-19

Lost and Found (7th and 8th graders)

December 10

Decorating and Caroling/ Party at Rummel House

January 5-6

Lock In / Bake Sale Fundraiser for Service Project

January 7

Bake Sale for Service Project (during church hours)

January 26-28

Winter Celebration (9th-12th graders)

February 1-4

Ski Trip, Seven Springs, PA (Thursday – Sunday)

February 4

Soup-er Bowl Party (Watch the Super Bowl / Canned Food Drive)

February 18

Tie Blankets for THRIVE (after church)

March 3-4

7th Day Event (5th and 6th graders)

March 11

Planning Meeting and Lunch (Remainder of the Year Planning)

June 8-10

VA Synod Youth Assembly (Selected youth, 1 middle school, 1 high school)

June 25 – July 2

National Youth Gathering in Houston, TX (Rising 9th- Graduated Seniors only)

July 22-27

Kairos (Week long event at Roanoke College – Rising 9th-12th graders)

***Dates are subject to change based off of Advisors’ schedules and weather events!***
HOWL-O-SCREAM: The Youth Group will meet at the Rummel household at 1 PM on Friday, October 13 to
travel to Busch Gardens for an afternoon of fun and rides and an evening of scares and screams. If you do not
have a pass to the park, please let us know as we can purchase discount tickets through others. Youth will need to
bring their pass/ticket and money for dinner with them to the park. Newport News Public Schools has a half day
dismissal that date, which is why we picked it. If you can’t meet us till later, just contact Kelly Rummel (652-8097)
when you get to the park and are dropped off by your parent. Even if you aren’t a big fan of being scared, come
along with us and laugh at the rest of us. We ALWAYS have a good time at this event. See other events coming up
and sign up on the Youth Group Bulletin Board!
HALLOWEEN PARTY: The Youth Group will host a Halloween Party for the younger members of our Congregation and Trinity Lutheran School on Sunday, October 22. Youth will meet after Sunday School on that date
to decorate the social hall and set up the games and activities for the afternoon. Youth need to bring $5 for a pizza lunch and a costume to wear for the party. Parents can pick up their youth at 6 PM on that date.
YOUTH LOST AND FOUND: If you are a youth group member in the 7th or 8th grade, you have the opportunity to travel to Eagle Eyrie in Lynchburg for the annual Lost and Found event put on by the VA Synod November 17-19. Youth will meet at Trinity on November 17 at 1 PM and travel to Lynchburg for the event AND
return on November 19 around 5 PM. The event is made up of large and small group activities throughout the
weekend. Youth can even participate in a talent show. If you plan to attend this event, please fill out a registration
form found on the youth group bulletin board and submit it to Kelly Rummel by October 15 with your $150 early
bird registration fee.
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The Story Behind the Paintings
The overall theme amongst the tables was Martin Luther and the Reformation. There was a game where the kids
got to smuggle Bibles. Linda Madler had a game where you got to figure out if you were saved by grace, going to
hell, or if you were going to go to purgatory and for how many years. We also had activities where you could
translate a phrase which related back to how no regular person could read the Bible until it was translated into
their language and also they were able to make a coat of arms that we will use as decoration at the Advent Event.
The paintings were done by the Sunday school kids pre-K up to fourth grade. They will be displayed in the Sunday
School hallway. We will be painting some more, but I also encourage any member of the church who would like
to paint something for the hallway to go ahead and do so. As long as it pertains to the Bible it is more than welcome.
Jessica Moye, Christian Ed

Happy Birthday to our Special Senior Saints
October Birthdays
Juanita Wicker........................ 92 ......................... October 1
Millie Christensen ................. 93 ......................... October 6
Maureen Sallade .................... 85 ....................... October 21
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COMMUNITY BULLETIN BOARD
Upcoming Events
Oct 7
Oct 8
Oct 9
Oct 13
Oct 14
Oct 15
Oct 22
Oct 29
Oct 31
Nov 2
Nov 9
Nov 10
Nov 11
Nov 17
Dec 10

VCS Concert at Trinity
Blessing of the Animals
Church Office Closed
Youth: Howl O Scream
Scrapbooking
Confirmation Class
Youth: Halloween Party
Reformation / Oktoberfest
Worship Service
TLS Lions Breakfast
Lutheran/Jewish Event
Youth Lock In
Scrapbooking
Youth Lost and Found
Greening of the Church

We Need Candy!
The youth group is
asking for Halloween candy donations
for the youth
group’s annual Halloween Party for the
younger members
of Trinity Lutheran
Church and School. If you have candy to
donate, please make sure that it is the individually wrapped type and leave it in the
youth room. Thank you in advance for your
assistance with this event.

Extended Care Workers
TLS is still looking for Extended Care
workers for the afternoon shift: 2:45-6:00
PM. Please contact the Extended Care
D i r e c t o r - C i n d y B r ow n a t
cbrown@trinitynn.com or by calling the
s ch o o l
at 2452576.

Clifford Lynn Fricke
December 8, 1923 - September 20, 2017
Our deepest sympathy is
extended to Laura Mahair
(daughter living in the home)
and other family members of
our Brother in Christ, Clifford
Fricke, who passed away on
September 20, 2017. As of right
now, there are no plans for a service. Once the
family has made arrangements, they will be passed
along to the congregation. The home address for
Laura Mahair is 466 Menchville Road South,
Newport News, VA, 23602.
We give thanks for the grace God has granted to
Clifford, faithful servant of Christ, and find
comfort in the sure and certain hope of the
resurrection. Please hold the families of Clifford in
your prayers, that, finding consolation through
Jesus Christ, our Lord, they may have strength to
meet the days ahead.
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Trinity Evangelical Lutheran Church
6812 River Road, Newport News, Virginia 23607
Phone: (757) 245-7861

Worship Schedule
Sunday Worship: 8:15 A.M. and 10:45 A.M.
Faith Walk (Sunday School) Between Services: 9:30 A.M.
Holy Communion is celebrated weekly
A Nursery is Provided during worship

Contact Information
Pastor: The Rev. Tina Melusky (tina.melusky@gmail.com)
Organist and Director of Music: Rob Keene (music@trinitynn.org)
Administrative Assistant: Anne Obara (admin@trinitynn.org)
Treasurer: Carol Bessom (cbessom@trinitynn.com)
Website: http://www.trinitylutheran-nn.com
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/TrinityNN/
A congregation of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America, Virginia Synod
Trinity Evangelical Lutheran Church is a covenant partner with:
Peninsula Pastoral Counseling Center, Habitat for Humanity, Newport News Link,
and Thrive Peninsula (formerly Denbigh United Christian Outreach).
Trinity Evangelical Lutheran Church is a Stephen Ministry Congregation.
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