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Schools are open for business. Drive carefully!

From the Pastor’s Desk . . .
I had to come home to rest from
my vacation!
Friel and I
crammed visits to six families in
eight days! It was great seeing
everyone, but I have to admit, I am tired! But, the
Lord does provide. There are those moments when
a quiet time arrives and I sit back and rest.
The Lord rested on the seventh day. It has become
our Sabbath and the celebration of the Resurrection
of our Lord Jesus Christ. Through the years, I have
heard people say that it is the day to do as the Lord
did, rest. But, is it not more than that? Yes, we rest,
but we “rest in praise.” It is the Lord’s Day when
we slow down the pace of life and step outside of
our weekly routines, but it is also the time to spend
with the Lord. It is not solely a time for family and
friends, but time to return to the Lord because often
during the week we become so enmeshed in our
work and schedules and distractions that we forget
that the Lord created us and provided all that we
have and then rested to reflect. The least we can do
is reflect on what the Lord has done for us! We can
“count our blessings.”
I guess what I am saying is that this is why worship
is so crucial. It is the place and it is the time and it is
the respite where and when we retreat to the Lord
and are refreshed to face the days ahead. We thank
Him and praise Him for the blessings of yesterday
and thank Him and praise Him for what is to come.
And, if the past week has been a yoke upon our
backs, we tell Him about it and ask for His wisdom

and strength to carry on and if we are fearful of
what may happen in the week to come, we ask Him
for His presence and His courage to face whatever
and stand firm. Worship is not only thanks and
praise, but it is conversation and help to live each
day in His sight.
Years ago, a liturgist told me that the worship service has its own rhythm like the flow of a day from
dawn to midday to dusk. Think of this: we slowly
build to the sermon and then crescendo at the altar,
then we move out of the door to return to the
rhythms of work and play. Yet, this rhythm is maintained by the sound of God through hymns, prayers,
scripture readings, homilies, and dining. It is like the
rhythms of our weekdays, yet it is unique. It causes
us to reflect on how we move and have our being
six days and then it follows its own course that causes us to reflect on how we live with God and one
another. This Sabbath rhythm is essential to making
sense of the rest of the week; it aids us in being able
to handle what may come each and every day.
Worship provides me COURAGE; courage to stay
firm in the faith no matter what comes my way.
Worship helps me on my journey with others,
whether family, friends or strangers. After I have
praised the Lord, I can face the world reveling in my
limitations and God’s generosity. And, I do all of
this with my fellow baptized servants of God!
Your fellow servant in Christ,
Pastor Guy

Deadline:
Articles for the October Tidings are due September 15, 2014. The
new office administrator will prepare the newsletter so please
send your articles to Maya. Use the word TIDINGS in the subject
for easy reference. Also, all bulletin requests should use the word
BULLETIN in the subject. Thanks.
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admin@trinitynn.org

Updated Addresses

Rally Day: September 7th

Address changes of members:
1. Rudi & Edith Naurath
1317 Wm. Stryon Square S.
Newport News VA 23606
2. Allen & Charlotte Duff
Before October:
30 Wimbledon Terrace
Hampton VA 23666
Starting in October:
3010 N. James Drive
Suffolk VA 23435
theduffs3010@gmail.com
3. Charley Smith
410 Logan Place Apt. 10
Newport News VA 23601
Please contact the Church Office at 757-245-7861 or
admin@trinitynn.org to update address, phone, or
emails when there is a change.

On Sunday, September 7, worship times will return
to the 8:30 a.m. and the 11 a.m. schedule. This will
be a Sunday of introductions and installations! The
staff and faculty of Trinity Lutheran School and the
Sunday School staff of Trinity Lutheran Church will
be installed during both worship services. The
School Board trustees will be introduced before each
service. Also, Trinity’s new Administrative Assistant, Maya Shelton, will be introduced during both
services. A reception will be held in the social hall
beginning at 9:45 a.m. in honor of the school and
church educators. This will provide an opportunity
for the congregation to meet the educators as well as
Maya and her family. The Sunday
School and Confirmation classes will
commence
on
Sunday, September
14.
Pastor Guy

The Nursery

is

looking for additional care givers
for the Sunday
services. If you love caring for young
children please contact Charlotte Duff at
342-9251. Thanks for helping!
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Trinity History … A Look at the Buildings that Shaped Our Congregation
Following last month’s article, I will now focus on
the first Church building that Trinity Lutheran could
call its own. The Church was originally built by the
Presbyterians in 1893 on the north side of 27th
Street along what is considered the 100 block. The
Union Chapel was moved one last time to the back
of the lot and attached to the new building. Within
four years, the Presbyterians had outgrown their
church and they started the process of building a
new church on 32nd Street. On September 1, 1899,
the 27th Street Church became the property of
Trinity Lutheran for the sum of $7000 plus an
additional $350 for the pews. The first service in the
new church was held two days later with 81 people
in attendance.

the Sunday school rooms (the old Union Chapel),
which consisted of new flooring, new paint and
wallpaper for the walls, and a modern lighting
system. By the end of the year, a new Møller pipe
organ had also been installed in the choir loft area,
which contributed significantly to the attractiveness
of the Church. In 1920, a new heating system was
installed for the church building as well as the
Sunday school rooms.

Interior of church with new lighting and organ (1923).

Trinity Lutheran Church on 27th Street, Newport News,
Virginia (1923).
In the fall of 1916, the interior of the church was
modified to be more churchly and in line with
Lutheran practices. The original platform in front
was enlarged to run across the entire width of the
sanctuary and an altar, new pulpit, lectern, and a
baptismal font were purchased. An art glass window
was also added just above the new altar. In 1918,
while the war raged on, renovations were made to
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As a side note, in order to ensure the success of
Trinity, the congregation approved the purchase of a
parsonage in 1920. The property selected was at 217
34th Street. Another purchase was made sometime
in the early 1940’s. The building was the house at
115 27th Street (next door to the Church), which
was used as a parish house. During both World
Wars, Trinity as well as many other churches in the
area, helped soldiers and sailors as they prepared to
deploy or when they returned from the war front.
The military personnel outnumbered civilians as
Newport News became a focal point for the soldiers
and sailors to rest or train as well as a camp for
prisoners (Camp Patrick Henry).
In 1945, the members of the church realized that
they were outgrowing the location and started
preparations to build a new Church. The current
property situated between Huntington Avenue and
River Road was purchased for the grand sum of
$5000. With the property secured, efforts turned

towards the building fund. I will write about our
current church building starting next month.
Mother nature took a small hit on the church in
1954 when Hurricane Hazel blew in. Damage to the
building included a shattered main stain glass
window and the rear portion of the church and parts
of the roof had to be replaced. While the photo
below shows the bell tower missing, it is the author’s
belief that it was removed sometime before the
hurricane hit as there is evidence that at the 50th
Anniversary of the church the bell tower had already
been removed.
Services continued at the 27th Street Church until
1958, when ground was broken on the new property
and the new stately brick church was built. The final
service was held on June 15, 1958. The church and
parish house were sold to FMV Investment Corp.
who demolished the Church and parish house to
make room for a new office building.
References for this story include History of Trinity
Evangelical Lutheran Church, 1923, Church Cabinet
and several undated articles from the Daily Press.

Hurricane Hazel destroys the main stain glass window in
addition to parts of the roof (1954).

Trinity Lutheran Church following repairs as a result of Hurricane Hazel. This is how the Church looked in the days leading up to
the final service on June 15, 1958. The building to the right of the Church was the Parish house.
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Taking the ALS Challenge at the Picnic in the Park
At the Picnic in the Park, held on August 24th,
Richard Anderson took the ALS Challenge and was
dunked by a cooler full of ice. However, just before
he got wet, he challenged three others including
Pastor Fred Guy. After eating his lunch, the Pastor
accepted the challenge and was dunked with a
cooler full of ice. Videos of both challenges are
streaming on Facebook.
All in attendance had fun watching them get soaked
with the icy cold water. The congregational life
committee put on a great event supported by a
beautiful day only mother nature could provide. All
the side dishes were wonderful, complimenting the
grilled burgers, hot dogs, and fried chicken. Games
were available for the young and old alike, which
stretched the fun into the early evening.
Next up for congregational life is the Annual
Octoberfest celebration. This year it will be held on
Saturday, October 11th in the church social hall.
Plenty of food, drink, music, and fellowship will be
provided. The festivities begin at 5:30 PM. Hope to
see you there!

What is ALS?
ALS was first found in 1869 by French neurologist
Jean-Martin Charcot, but it wasn’t until 1939 that
Lou Gehrig brought national and international attention to the disease. Ending the career of one of the
most beloved baseball players of all time, the disease
is still most closely associated with his name. Amyotrophic lateral sclerosis (ALS) is a progressive neurodegenerative disease that affects nerve cells in the
brain and the spinal cord. Motor neurons reach from
the brain to the spinal cord and from the spinal cord
to the muscles throughout the body. The progressive
degeneration of the motor neurons in ALS eventually leads to their death. When the motor neurons die,
the ability of the brain to initiate and control muscle
movement is lost. With voluntary muscle action progressively affected, patients in the later stages of the
disease may become totally paralyzed.
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Faith In Action Fellowship
Come one, come
all to the Faith In
Action Fellowship
on October 7th.
This event is intended for all Trinity members to
come together in
food, fellowship,
and service. The evening begins with a catered dinner (Mike Rapier and Encore Catering) at 6:00 PM.
We usually break off according to committees to
discuss activities, etc. At around 7:15 PM, we gather
all together and each committee chair will report out.
It should all wrap up by around 7:30 PM. If you are
new to the church or have not served on a committee yet, this is a great opportunity to mingle and find
out which committee would best suit your talents.
Even if you are not sure about serving on a committee, come join us for the food and fellowship. The
Faith In Action night is held every other month on
the first Tuesday of the month. We begin on October 7th. The next Faith In Action after that will be
December 2nd.
Let the church
know if you
need a ride and
we will make the
necessary
arrangements.

Do you have something you would
like to see published in the Tidings?
You can submit an article by the 15th of
the month or contact the Administrative
Assistant to offer suggestions. Based on
space available we will work to get your
input request into the newsletter. All calendar inputs are welcome as well.

All children of the church are invited to bring their
school backpacks to the worship services on Sunday,
September 14 to allow the congregation to bless
them for this new school year. During the Time
with the Children, Pastor Guy will invite all children
to come forward to participate in the blessing and
the congregation will assist.

Support THRIVE
by bringing your
can goods or nonperishable food to
the church. Collection baskets are
in the narthex and
main entry way.
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Blast from the Past … Rally Day
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Sunday School
Two Fall adult Faith Walk classes will be held
beginning September14, 2014: The “upstairs parlor”
class will finish the last section of Brian McLaren’s
book Why Did Jesus, Moses , the Buddha, and
Mohammed Cross the Road? -- at which point
we will choose our next topic for the remainder of
the fall. The “downstairs social hall” video class, led by
Bo Lindfors, will study The Gospels. Come join
us for either one of these interesting learning
opportunities!

Adult Sunday School Fall Schedule
All bible chapters are for Social Hall video class.
September 14 John 1:1 through 3

October

21

John 4:1 through 6:58

28

John 6:59 through 9

05
12

John Chapters 10 through 12
John 13 through 18:27

19

John 18:28 through 21

26

NO CLASSES. Reformation
Sunday. Reception between
services.

November 02

All Saints Sunday—No Social Hall
video class; Upstairs parlor class
will meet

09

No Class for Social Hall video
class; Upstairs parlor class will
meet

16

Matthew 1 through 4

23

NO CLASSES. Christ the King
Sunday. ADVENT FAIR in social
hall.

30

Matthew 5 through 8

December 07

Matthew 9 through 11

14

Matthew 12 through 14

21

NO CLASSES. Children’s
Musical for congregation during
Sunday School hour.

28

NO CLASSES. Christmas
Vacation.

Children’s Sunday School Schedule
This year the children will be rehearsing for two
musical productions during the Sunday School bible
study! The Christmas musical is titled: Touch of an
Angel and the Spring play is titled: Land of the Lost
and Found.
Throughout the fall and early winter the children will
rehearse the Christmas musical for the final
production on December 21st. Rehearsals for the
second musical
will commence
January 4, 2015
with
the
performance
scheduled
for
sometime in late
May.

Happy Birthday to our Special Senior Saints
For September, here is the list of our special senior members’ birthday
celebrations:
Calvin “Cal” Scougal
87
Sep 09
Matilda “Tillie” Schultz

84

Sep 21

Carolyn DeLauder

82

Sep 27

George Haigler

84

Sep 27
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Trinity’s Stained Glass Windows
History. Early in 1973, the congregation engaged
the Henry Willet Studios of Philadelphia to create
stained glass windows for the church. Although the
original church windows were of colonial design and
consisted of tinted panes without images, the Willet
artists were asked to create images in a modern style
which would tell the Christian story vividly to all
who worship in their light. The ten windows in the
sanctuary portray key scenes from the biblical story
and the history of the Church. The two windows in
the narthex illustrate the mission of the
Church. The clear, etched glass window between
the narthex and the sanctuary was part of the
original church construction of 1958 and represents
eternal life. Over the next two months we will
explore the images for all of the windows. For this
issue, the images of Windows one through five are
described. If you can’t wait, you can read about all
the windows on the Church website (www.trinitynn.org).
In the Sanctuary - Beginning at the front of the
church facing the altar and letting the eye move to
the right we see:

Window 1 - Creation and
Alienation
The upper panel depicts
God as the Creator of the
world with the inscription
“In the beginning God
created.” The images reflect
the detail and sequence of
the creation story of
Genesis 1: Sea and dry land,
fruit trees and flowers, the
fish of the sea, sun and
moon and stars, the birds of
the air, wild and domestic
animals, and , ultimately,
human beings fashioned in
God’s image.
God is
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pictured with a triangle behind the head representing
divinity and perfection. God’s arms are spread in
benediction. We can almost hear the words of the
ancient creation story, “let there be …” and “It is
good …”
The lower panel shows us the expulsion of Adam
and Eve from the garden of Eden after they failed to
obey God. Adam covers his face in grief; Eve
covers her breasts in shame. The tree of good and
evil and the serpent remind us of the ancient story of
temptation in Genesis 3. God appears in the
window with downcast eyes; one hand points the
way out of the garden. Yet God continues to care
for alienated Adam and Eve. They ear the clothes
God has made for them, and God will journey with
them into the challenges and opportunities of life
east of Eden.

Window 2 – Moses and Abraham
The upper panel shows
us Moses on Mt.
Sinai holding the tablets of
the Law. The inscription
reads, “The Law was given
by Moses.” It was in the
wilderness of Sinai that the
people of Israel received
their special identity and
mission. This identity was
centered in the Law and the
reminder, “I am the Lord
your God, who brought you
out of the land of
Egypt” (Exodus 20:2).
The lower panel pictures
the patriarch Abraham as he
is ready to sacrifice his son
Isaac in obedience to God’s
command. The angel is ready to stay his hand, and a
ram in the bushes will provide the substitute
sacrifice. One strain of religious tradition sees this

story as the epitome of unquestioning faith in
God. Another strain sees this story as representing
God’s prohibition of the ancient practice of child
sacrifice.

Window 3 – Isaiah and David
The
upper
panel
portra y s Isa i a h the
Prophet and an angel
pointing to a reigning child
king. The inscription, “A
child is born, his name be
called the Prince of Peace,”
recalls the prophets word
to King Ahaz in a time of
national danger and
turmoil. The message was
that God would provide a
deliverer for the
people. Christian tradition
has interpreted Isaiah’s
words as presaging the
birth of Jesus, the Messiah.
The lower panel shows
us
David
the
Shepherd with the inscription, “In David’s
lineage.” The inscription remids us of God’s
promise to David that his family would reign forever
and of the Christian tradition which points to Jesus
as the Messiah from David’s line. “Thus says the
Lord of hosts, I took you from the pasture, from
following the sheep, that you should be prince over
my people Israel … and I will make for you a great
name … and I will establish the throne of [your]
kingdom forever” [II Sam. 8:8-9-12].

Window 4—Birth and Call
The upper panel renders the birth of Jesus with the
figures of Mary, Joseph, the baby, and
shepherds. The inscription “Peace on Earth”
echoes the angels’ hymn. We are looking at the
witness of Luke the Evangelist as he proclaims the
true Savior of the world is not Caesar with his pomp
and glory, but a Jewish peasant, born in humble

simplicity, through whom
God works true peace on
earth.
The lower panel shows Jesus
calling fisherman to be his
disciples with the words,
“Follow me.” Jesus began
his ministry by gathering
twelve helpers and friends,
symbolic of the twelve tribes
of Israel. They were a mixed
lot: some fishermen, a tax
collector, a couple of swordcarrying revolutionaries. But
they heard Jesus’ call to
follow, and they did. At first
stumbling and slow to
comprehend, the followers
of Jesus came to embody his spirit, his power and
his Gospel of love.

Window 5 – Teaching and Healing
The upper panel pictures Jesus on a mountain
surrounded by people listening to his words. The
inscription “He taught them” identifies this scene as
the “Sermon on the Mount.” The evangelist
Matthew comments “and
when Jesus finished these
sayings, the crowds were
astonished at his teaching,
for he taught them as one
who had authority …” ]
Matthew 7:28-29].
The
lower
panel
shows Jesus healing with the
words, “He anointed the
eyes of the blind man.” The
biblical witness is that God
came to speech and action
in Jesus to reveal God’s love
and power in our very
midst.
Photos by JoAnne Rawls
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Mission and Vision Statements
Report from the Ad-Hoc Committee on Mission and Vision Statements
The following information is for review by the congregation. A formal congregation meeting will be held following both services on September 14th to approve the changes that have been proposed. The slogan and most of
the Who We Are section have not changed. The mission statement has been consolidated in order to make it easier to remember.

SLOGAN
“Living in the good news of God’s amazing grace.”

TRINITY EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH MISSION STATEMENT
Trinity Evangelical Lutheran Church is a fellowship of believers who share the good news of God as revealed
through Christ.

VISION STATEMENT
Under the guidance of the Holy Spirit, we seek to share our varying gifts in witness and service to one another and
all people. We also seek to express God’s love in practical ways:


by strengthening and supporting one another,



by providing instruction,



by experiencing meaningful worship, both in word and music, and,



by administering the sacraments of Baptism and Holy Communion.

WHO WE ARE
Trinity Evangelical Lutheran Church is a congregation of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America and the
Virginia Synod.
We are covenant partners with: Peninsula Pastoral
Counseling Center, Habitat for Humanity, Newport
News LINK, and Thrive Peninsula.
We worship through both word and music in a traditional service using various settings of the liturgy as
found in the hymnal, Evangelical Lutheran Worship.
We support the Bashay School Godparent’s Program in Tanzania, and our mission partners in Papua, New Guinea.
Trinity is a Stephen Ministry congregation.
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All Women of Trinity
Lutheran Church
Do you know there is a Lutheran
Women’s magazine named Gather that lets you know what is happening with the women of the
Lutheran church? It also has a bible study in it each month and
comes out with many interesting
articles. It costs $15 for one year
with 10 issues or $28 for two years. Call 1-800-3284648 or email subscriptions@augsburgfortress.org
You can find a copy of the magazine on the Women’s bulletin board by the library.

Technology Committee
The Council has approved the
formation of an Ad-Hoc Committee for Technology with the
primary purpose of exploring
options and ideas for developing a new Church website. If
you have experience or are interested in helping out with this committee, please
contact Clifford Obara (cliffordobara@cox.net).
Our goal is to make the website visitor friendly and
the go to place for current members to get up-todate information.
Exciting things are going to happen at Trinity,
so don’t miss out on your chance to be part of
it. Consider volunteering to help out or join
one of the many committees that keep things
running and the lights
on. Your offering is
only a start to a meaningful and fulfilling commitment to the Church
and to God.

Looking Ahead
Sep 7

Sep 14
Sep 16
Oct 5
Oct 7
Oct 11
Oct 26
Nov 2
Nov 16
Nov 30
Dec 2
Dec 18
Dec 20
Dec 21
Dec 22
Dec 24

Rally Day (Installation
of educators and
Reception)
All Sunday School Classes begin.
Congregation Meeting.
Blood drive at Hilton Baptist Church
Blessing of the Animals
Faith in Action Night
Octoberfest
Reformation Sunday - Reception between
services
Lutheran/Mennonite Hymnfest at TLC
CNU Scholarship Recipient performance
Advent begins
Faith in Action Night
TLS Lessons and Carols
Virginia Choral Society Concert
Children’s Musical
Virginia Choral Society Concert
Christmas Eve Services and PORT begins
and runs through the 31st

Wish List for PORT
Social Ministry is presently seeking donations to help
defray the cost of Hosting PORT two times during
the Winter months. Please see the list that is up on
the bulletin board outside of the Library and sign up
to donate an item on the list. These items should be
put in the bin in the Library on or before November
1st.
We appreciate your generosity so much,
Anne Evans, Fred Ardis, Friel Guy and Susan Piland
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Usher, Presenter, and Greeter Schedule for September
Service

Ushers

Greeters

Presenters

8:30 AM

James & Susan Deagle
Ben & Joann Darnley

James & Susan
Deagle

John Johnston
Pete Johnston

11:00 AM

Mike & Susan Piland
Anneliese Ardis

Fred & Anneliese
Ardis

David & Diane
Roselius

Altar or chancel flower

providers are needed for the fall months. For

a mere $18, you get to share the flowers with the Church during service and
then take them home to enjoy for a couple of weeks. Please contact Sheree
Harper at 921-4870 to sign up.

Blood Drive

Hilton Area Churches Blood Drive.
Hilton Baptist Church
101 Main Street, Newport News
Tuesday, September 16th 2014
2:00 p.m.— 6:00 p.m.
To schedule an appointment visit redcrossblood.org
Sponsor Code: HiltonAC
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New Concert Series
Trinity has a long tradition of music excellence, an important
part of our ministry in
the community. Now
we are excited to establish a new Trinity Concert Series—a mix of both
“classic” choral, orchestral, and organ programs and
“fun” events like a Children’s Halloween Trunk-orTreat with creepy organ music. The Church Council
has established an ad-hoc committee to begin this
music ministry—Suzanne Beckstoffer, Shirley Fulton, Jessica Moye, and Rob Keene. We want as
many Trinity music-loving “founding families” as
possible to join us in creating this concert series and
making it sustainable into the future. Financial contributors will be recognized in the programs and a
generous donor has offered to match all donations!
There will also be opportunities to volunteer your
time and talents. You’ll be hearing more specifics in
the coming weeks. Checks should be made payable
to Trinity Lutheran Church and noted for “Concert
Series.”

COMMUNITY BULLETIN BOARD

Resurrection Lutheran Church
765 J. Clyde Morris Blvd
Newport News, VA
Sunday, September 21
3:00 p.m.
To benefit
Menchville House Ministries, Inc.
Help homeless women and
children go
“FROM HURT TO HOPE”

Did you know?
There are about 5000 girls and boys in
foster care in our state. At Lutheran
Family Services we recruit and train individuals and families to provide loving,
stable homes for these children, many of
whom are over age 8. We help children
and families heal so that they may experience abundant lives.

Cora Miller Circle Luncheon
September 11th, 2014 at 11:45
a.m. at Smoke BBQ
10900 Warwick Blvd.

The cover photo shows Trinity
School buses lined up along River
Road ready to pick up students in
1964. Note how the Church and
School looked back then. And here
is yet another look at what transportation the school used in 1961,
just three years earlier.

lfsva.org
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Trinity Evangelical Lutheran Church
6812 River Road, Newport News, Virginia 23607
Phone: (757) 245-7861

Worship Schedule
Sunday Worship (May 4—June 15, 2015): 8:30 A.M. and 11:00 A.M.
Faith Walk (Sunday School) Between Services: 9:45 A.M.
Sunday Worship (June 22—August 27, 2015): 10:00 A.M.
Holy Communion is celebrated weekly
A Nursery is Provided during worship

Contact Information
Pastor: The Reverend Frederick P. Guy (pastor@trinitynn.org)
Organist and Director of Music: Rob Keene (music@trinitynn.org)
Administrative Assistant (admin@trinitynn.org)
Treasurer (treasurer@trinitynn.org)
Website: http://www.trinitylutheran-nn.org

A congregation of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America, Virginia Synod
Trinity Evangelical Lutheran Church is a covenant partner with:
Peninsula Pastoral Counseling Center, Habitat for Humanity, Newport News Link,
and Thrive Peninsula (formerly Denbigh United Christian Outreach).
Trinity Evangelical Lutheran Church is a Stephen Ministry Congregation.

