Trinity Evangelical Lutheran Church

Combined Worship Service ® March 22, 2020
Service of the Word
Facebook

Baptism is sometimes called enlightenment. The gospel for this Sunday is the story of the man born blind
healed by Christ. “I was blind, now I see,” declares the man. In baptism God opens our eyes to see the truth
of who we are: God’s beloved children. As David was anointed king of Israel, in baptism God anoints our
head with oil, and calls us to bear witness to the light of Christ in our daily lives.



Thank you for joining us online as a new way of connecting to God’s word as we transition during this
time of social distancing to protect ourselves and others.

Please feel free to contact Pastor Tina if you need help in any way during this time. Her phone number is
listed below. Just know that she is a phone call away.
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The Reverend Tina Melusky, Pastor
Pastor Melusky’s office hours:
Monday: 9 - 2; Tuesday: 9 -10:30, 11:30 - 12:15
Wednesday 9:30 - 12; Thursday 9 - 12
(Times are sometimes flexible with monthly meetings,
but feel free to call for an appointment or drop in)
William C. Solomon, Interim Organist
Bill Tew, Interim Choir Director
Congregation of Trinity Lutheran, Ministers of the Word
6812 River Road, Newport News, VA 23607
Church office: (757) 245-7861; Pastor's cell: (734) 239-4013
www.trinitylutheran-nn.com
Trinity Lutheran is a partner church with Peninsula Pastoral Counseling Center
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Announcements

Gathering

Confession and Forgiveness

Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God, who is present, who gives life, who calls into existence the
things that do not exist. Amen.

In these forty days, let us be honest, confess our sin, and receive God’s promise of mercy.

Gracious God,

have mercy on us.

We confess that we have turned away from you,
knowingly and unknowingly.

We have wandered from your resurrection life.
We have strayed from your love for all people.
Turn us back to you, O God.

Give us new hearts and right spirits,

that we may find what is pleasing to you

and dwell in your house forever. Amen.

Receive good news: God turns to you in love.

“I will put my spirit in you, and you shall live,” says our God.

All your sin is forgiven in the name of + Jesus Christ,

who is the free and abounding gift of God’s grace for you. Amen.

The Greeting

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.

Prayer of the Day

Bend your ear to our prayers, Lord Christ, and come among us. By your gracious life and death for us,
bring light into the darkness of our hearts, and anoint us with your Spirit, for you live and reign with the
Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

Gospel Lesson: John 9:1-41

Jesus heals a man born blind, provoking a hostile reaction that he regards as spiritual blindness to the things

of God.
The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the 9th chapter. Glory to you, O Lord.

As Jesus walked along, he saw a man blind from birth. His disciples asked him, “Rabbi, who sinned, this man
or his parents, that he was born blind?” Jesus answered, “Neither this man nor his parents sinned; he was born
blind so that God’s works might be revealed in him. We must work the works of him who sent me while it is
day; night is coming when no one can work. As long as I am in the world, I am the light of the world.” When
he had said this, he spat on the ground and made mud with the saliva and spread the mud on the man’s

eyes, saying to him, “Go, wash in the pool of Siloam” (which means Sent). Then he went and washed and
came back able to see. The neighbors and those who had seen him before as a beggar began to ask, “Is this



not the man who used to sit and beg?” Some were saying, “It is he.” Others were saying, “No, but it is
someone like him.” He kept saying, “I am the man.” But they kept asking him, “Then how were your eyes
opened?” He answered, “The man called Jesus made mud, spread it on my eyes, and said to me, ‘Go to
Siloam and wash.” Then I went and washed and received my sight.” They said to him, “Where is he?”” He
said, “I do not know.”

They brought to the Pharisees the man who had formerly been blind. Now it was a sabbath day when
Jesus made the mud and opened his eyes. Then the Pharisees also began to ask him how he had received his
sight. He said to them, “He put mud on my eyes. Then I washed, and now I see.” Some of the Pharisees said,
“This man is not from God, for he does not observe the sabbath.” But others said, “How can a man who is a
sinner perform such signs?” And they were divided. So they said again to the blind man, “What do you say
about him? It was your eyes he opened.” He said, “He is a prophet.”

The Jews did not believe that he had been blind and had received his sight until they called the parents of
the man who had received his sight and asked them, “Is this your son, who you say was born blind? How
then does he now see?”” His parents answered, “We know that this is our son, and that he was born blind; but
we do not know how it is that now he sees, nor do we know who opened his eyes. Ask him; he is of age. He
will speak for himself.” His parents said this because they were afraid of the Jews; for the Jews had already
agreed that anyone who confessed Jesus to be the Messiah would be put out of the synagogue. Therefore his
parents said, “He is of age; ask him.”

So for the second time they called the man who had been blind, and they said to him, “Give glory to God!
We know that this man is a sinner.” He answered, “I do not know whether he is a sinner. One thing I do
know, that though I was blind, now [ see.” They said to him, “What did he do to you? How did he open your
eyes?” He answered them, “I have told you already, and you would not listen. Why do you want to hear it
again? Do you also want to become his disciples?” Then they reviled him, saying, “You are his disciple, but
we are disciples of Moses. We know that God has spoken to Moses, but as for this man, we do not know
where he comes from.” The man answered, “Here is an astonishing thing! You do not know where he comes
from, and yet he opened my eyes. We know that God does not listen to sinners, but he does listen to one who
worships him and obeys his will. Never since the world began has it been heard that anyone opened the eyes
of a person born blind. If this man were not from God, he could do nothing.” They answered him, “You
were born entirely in sins, and are you trying to teach us?” And they drove him out.

Jesus heard that they had driven him out, and when he found him, he said, “Do you believe in the Son of
Man?” He answered, “And who is he, sir? Tell me, so that [ may believe in him.” Jesus said to him, “You
have seen him, and the one speaking with you is he.” He said, “Lord, I believe.” And he worshiped
him. Jesus said, “I came into this world for judgment so that those who do not see may see, and those who do
see may become blind.” Some of the Pharisees near him heard this and said to him, “Surely we are not blind,
are we?” Jesus said to them, “If you were blind, you would not have sin. But now that you say, ‘We see,’
your sin remains.”

The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.

Sermon Pastor Tina
Hymn of the Day Beneath the Cross of Jesus ELW 338
1 Beneath the cross of Jesus

I long to take my stand;

the shadow of a mighty rock
within a weary land,

a home within a wilderness,
a rest upon the way,



from the burning of the noontide heat
and burdens of the day.

2 Upon the cross of Jesus,
my eye at times can see
the very dying form of one
who suffered there for me.
And from my contrite heart, with tears,
two wonders I confess:
the wonder of his glorious love
and my unworthiness.

3 I take, O cross, your shadow
for my abiding place;
I ask no other sunshine than
the sunshine of his face;
content to let the world go by,
to know no gain nor loss,
my sinful self my only shame,
my glory all, the cross.

Text: Elizabeth C. Clephane, 1830-1869

Apostles’ Creed

I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

Prayers of Intercession



Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.
Sharing of the Peace

The peace of the Lord be with you always. And also with you.

The Word
Thanksgiving for the Word

Praise and thanks to you, holy God, for by your Word you made all things: you spoke light into darkness,
called forth beauty from chaos, and brought life into being. For your Word of life, O God,

we give you thanks and praise.

By your Word you called your people Israel to tell of your wonderful gifts: freedom from captivity, water on
the desert journey, a pathway home from exile, wisdom for life with you. For your Word of life, O God,

we give you thanks and praise.

Through Jesus, your Word made flesh, you speak to us and call us to witness: forgiveness through the cross,
life to those entombed by death, the way of your self-giving love. For your Word of life, O God,

we give you thanks and praise.

Send your Spirit of truth, O God; rekindle your gifts within us: renew our faith, increase our hope, and deepen
our love, for the sake of a world in need. Faithful to your Word, O God, draw near to all who call on you;
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, be honor and glory forever.

Amen.
Lord’s Prayer

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,

Sending

Blessing

Now is the acceptable time. Now is the day of salvation. Holy God, speaking, spoken, and inspiring,
+ bless you, unbind you, and send you in love and in peace. = Amen.

Dismissal

Go in peace. Share the good news. Thanks be to God.









