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In today’s gospel Jesus reveals his power over death by raising Lazarus from the dead. The prophet Ezekiel 

prophesies God breathing new life into dry bones. To those in exile or living in the shadows of death, these 

stories proclaim God’s promise of resurrection. In baptism we die with Christ that we might also be raised 

with him to new life.  
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Thank you for joining us online as a new way of connecting to God’s word as we transition during this 

time of social distancing to protect ourselves and others.  

 

Please feel free to contact Pastor Tina if you need help in any way during this time.  Her phone number is 

listed below.  Just know that she is a phone call away. 

 



Prelude 

Announcements 

Gathering  

Confession and Forgiveness 
 

 Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God, who is present, who gives life, who calls into existence the 

 things that do not exist.  Amen. 
 

 In these forty days, let us be honest, confess our sin, and receive God’s promise of mercy. 

 

 Gracious God, 

 have mercy on us. 

 We confess that we have turned away from you, 

 knowingly and unknowingly. 

 We have wandered from your resurrection life. 

 We have strayed from your love for all people. 

 Turn us back to you, O God. 

 Give us new hearts and right spirits, 

 that we may find what is pleasing to you 

 and dwell in your house forever. Amen. 

  

 Receive good news: God turns to you in love. 

 “I will put my spirit in you, and you shall live,” says our God. 

 All your sin is forgiven in the name of + Jesus Christ, 

 who is the free and abounding gift of God’s grace for you.  Amen. 

  

The Greeting 

 The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.  

 And also with you. 

Prayer of the Day 

 Almighty God, your Son came into the world to free us all from sin and death. Breathe upon us the power 

 of your Spirit, that we may be raised to new life in Christ and serve you in righteousness all our days, 

 through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, 

 now and forever.  Amen. 

Gospel Lesson:  John 11:1-45 

Jesus is moved to sorrow when his friend Lazarus falls ill and dies. Then, in a dramatic scene, he calls his 

friend out of the tomb and restores him to life.  

The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the 11th chapter.  Glory to you, O Lord. 

Now a certain man was ill, Lazarus of Bethany, the village of Mary and her sister Martha.  Mary was the one 

who anointed the Lord with perfume and wiped his feet with her hair; her brother Lazarus was ill.  So the 

sisters sent a message to Jesus, “Lord, he whom you love is ill.”  But when Jesus heard it, he said, “This 

illness does not lead to death; rather it is for God’s glory, so that the Son of God may be glorified through 



it.”  Accordingly, though Jesus loved Martha and her sister and Lazarus, after having heard that Lazarus was 

ill, he stayed two days longer in the place where he was. 

   Then after this he said to the disciples, “Let us go to Judea again.”  The disciples said to him, “Rabbi, the 

Jews were just now trying to stone you, and are you going there again?”  Jesus answered, “Are there not 

twelve hours of daylight? Those who walk during the day do not stumble, because they see the light of this 

world.  But those who walk at night stumble, because the light is not in them.” After saying this, he told 

them, “Our friend Lazarus has fallen asleep, but I am going there to awaken him.”  The disciples said to him, 

“Lord, if he has fallen asleep, he will be all right.”  Jesus, however, had been speaking about his death, but 

they thought that he was referring merely to sleep.  Then Jesus told them plainly, “Lazarus is dead.  For your 

sake I am glad I was not there, so that you may believe. But let us go to him.”  Thomas, who was called the 

Twin, said to his fellow disciples, “Let us also go, that we may die with him.” 

 

   When Jesus arrived, he found that Lazarus had already been in the tomb four days.  Now Bethany was 

near Jerusalem, some two miles away,  and many of the Jews had come to Martha and Mary to console them 

about their brother.  When Martha heard that Jesus was coming, she went and met him, while Mary stayed at 

home.  Martha said to Jesus, “Lord, if you had been here, my brother would not have died.  But even now I 

know that God will give you whatever you ask of him.”  Jesus said to her, “Your brother will rise 

again.”  Martha said to him, “I know that he will rise again in the resurrection on the last day.”  Jesus said to 

her, “I am the resurrection and the life. Those who believe in me, even though they die, will live, and 

everyone who lives and believes in me will never die. Do you believe this?”  She said to him, “Yes, Lord, I 

believe that you are the Messiah, the Son of God, the one coming into the world.” 

 

   When she had said this, she went back and called her sister Mary, and told her privately, “The Teacher is 

here and is calling for you.”  And when she heard it, she got up quickly and went to him.  Now Jesus had not 

yet come to the village, but was still at the place where Martha had met him.  The Jews who were with her in 

the house, consoling her, saw Mary get up quickly and go out. They followed her because they thought that 

she was going to the tomb to weep there.  When Mary came where Jesus was and saw him, she knelt at his 

feet and said to him, “Lord, if you had been here, my brother would not have died.”  When Jesus saw her 

weeping, and the Jews who came with her also weeping, he was greatly disturbed in spirit and deeply 

moved.  He said, “Where have you laid him?” They said to him, “Lord, come and see.”  Jesus began to 

weep.  So the Jews said, “See how he loved him!”  But some of them said, “Could not he who opened the 

eyes of the blind man have kept this man from dying?” 

 

   Then Jesus, again greatly disturbed, came to the tomb. It was a cave, and a stone was lying against 

it.  Jesus said, “Take away the stone.” Martha, the sister of the dead man, said to him, “Lord, already there is 

a stench because he has been dead four days.”  Jesus said to her, “Did I not tell you that if you believed, you 

would see the glory of God?”  So they took away the stone. And Jesus looked upward and said, “Father, I 

thank you for having heard me.  I knew that you always hear me, but I have said this for the sake of the 

crowd standing here, so that they may believe that you sent me.”  When he had said this, he cried with a loud 

voice, “Lazarus, come out!”  The dead man came out, his hands and feet bound with strips of cloth, and his 

face wrapped in a cloth. Jesus said to them, “Unbind him, and let him go.” 

 

   Many of the Jews therefore, who had come with Mary and had seen what Jesus did, believed in him.  

The Gospel of the Lord.   Praise to you, O Christ. 

Sermon   Pastor Tina 



Hymn of the Day Alas! And Did My Savior Bleed ELW 337   

  

1 Alas! And did my Savior bleed, 

 and did my sov'reign die? 

 Would he devote that sacred head 

 for sinners such as I? 

 

2 Was it for sins that I had done 

 he groaned upon the tree? 

 Amazing pity, grace unknown, 

 and love beyond degree! 

 

3 Well might the sun in darkness hide 

 and shut its glories in 

 when God, the mighty maker, died 

 for his own creatures' sin. 

 

4 Thus might I hide my blushing face 

 while his dear cross appears, 

 dissolve my heart in thankfulness, 

 and melt my eyes to tears. 

 

5 But tears of grief cannot repay 

 the debt of love I owe; 

 here, Lord, I give myself away: 

 'tis all that I can do. 

 

Text: Isaac Watts, 1674-1748, alt. 

 

Apostles’ Creed 

 I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

  creator of heaven and earth. 

 I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

  who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

  born of the virgin Mary, 

  suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

  was crucified, died, and was buried; 

  he descended to the dead. 

  On the third day he rose again; 

  he ascended into heaven, 

  he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

  and he will come to judge the living and the dead.   

 I believe in the Holy Spirit,  

  the holy catholic church,  



  the communion of saints,  

  the forgiveness of sins,  

  the resurrection of the body,  

  and the life everlasting.  Amen. 

Prayers of Intercession 

  Hear us, O God.  Your mercy is great. 

Sharing of the Peace 

 The peace of the Lord be with you always. And also with you.  

The Word 

Thanksgiving for the Word 

Praise and thanks to you, holy God, for by your Word you made all things: you spoke light into darkness, 

called forth beauty from chaos, and brought life into being. For your Word of life, O God, 

we give you thanks and praise. 

By your Word you called your people Israel to tell of your wonderful gifts: freedom from captivity, water on 

the desert journey, a pathway home from exile, wisdom for life with you. For your Word of life, O God, 

we give you thanks and praise. 

Through Jesus, your Word made flesh, you speak to us and call us to witness: forgiveness through the cross, 

life to those entombed by death, the way of your self-giving love. For your Word of life, O God, 

we give you thanks and praise. 

Send your Spirit of truth, O God; rekindle your gifts within us: renew our faith, increase our hope, and deepen 

our love, for the sake of a world in need. Faithful to your Word, O God, draw near to all who call on you; 

through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, be honor and glory forever. 

Amen. 

Lord’s Prayer 

 Our Father, who art in heaven,  

  hallowed be thy name,  

  thy kingdom come,  

  thy will be done,  

   on earth as it is in heaven.  

 Give us this day our daily bread;  

 and forgive us our trespasses,  

  as we forgive those  

   who trespass against us;  

 and lead us not into temptation,  

  but deliver us from evil.  

 For thine is the kingdom,  

  and the power, and the glory,  

  forever and ever.  Amen.  

 



Sending  

Blessing 

 Now is the acceptable time. Now is the day of salvation. Holy God, speaking,  spoken, and inspiring, 

 + bless you, unbind you, and send you in love and in peace.   Amen. 
 

Sending Hymn I Want Jesus to Walk with Me ELW 325 

1 I want Jesus to walk with me; 

 I want Jesus to walk with me; 

 all along my pilgrim journey, 

 Lord, I want Jesus to walk with me. 

 

2 In my trials, Lord, walk with me; 

 in my trials, Lord, walk with me; 

 when my heart is almost breaking, 

 Lord, I want Jesus to walk with me. 

 

3 When I'm in trouble, Lord, walk with me; 

 when I'm in trouble, Lord, walk with me; 

 when my head is bowed in sorrow, 

 Lord, I want Jesus to walk with me. 

 

Text: African American spiritual 

Dismissal 

 Go in peace.  Share the good news.  Thanks be to God. 




