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Twenty-third Sunday After Pentecost 

Today the prophet Amos calls for justice to roll down like waters. Paul urges us to 

encourage one another with the promised coming of the Lord. Jesus tells the parable of the 

wise and foolish bridesmaids. Surrounded by the faithful of every time and place, we 

celebrate Christ’s coming in our midst in the word of life and the feast of victory—the 

marriage feast of the Lamb.  



Thank you for joining us online as a new way of connecting to God’s word as we transi-

tion during this time of social distancing to protect ourselves and others.  

 

Please feel free to contact Pastor Tina if you need help in any way during this time.  Her 

phone number is listed below.  Just know that she is only a phone call away. 

 

 

The Reverend Tina Melusky, Pastor 

Pastor Melusky’s office hours: 

Monday:  9 - 2; Tuesday:  9 -10:30, 11:30 - 12:15 

Wednesday 9:30 - 12; Thursday 9 - 12 

(Times are sometimes flexible with monthly meetings,  

but feel free to call for an appointment or drop in) 

William C. Solomon, Interim Organist 

Congregation of Trinity Lutheran, Ministers of the Word 

6812 River Road, Newport News, VA 23607 

Church office:  (757) 245-7861; Pastor's cell:  (734) 239-4013 

www.trinitylutheran-nn.com 

Trinity Lutheran is a partner church with Peninsula Pastoral Counseling Center. 
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Prelude  

Announcements  

Gathering 

 

Confession and Forgiveness   

 Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God, in whose image we are made, who claims us and 
 calls us beloved.  Amen. 

 

 Silence is kept for reflection. 

 

 Holy One, 

 we confess that we are not awake for you. 

 We are not faithful in using your gifts. 

 We forget the least of our siblings. 

 We do not see your beautiful image in one another. 

 We are infected by sin 

 that divides your beloved community. 

 Open our hearts to your coming, 

 open our eyes to see you in our neighbor, 

 open our hands to serve your creation.  Amen. 

 

 Beloved, we are God’s children, 

 and Jesus, our Beloved, opens the door to us. 

 Through + Jesus you are forgiven, 

 by Jesus you are welcome, 

 in Jesus you are called to rejoice! 

 Let us live in the promises prepared for us 

 from the foundation of the world. 

 Amen. 

 



Gathering Hymn Let Streams of Living Justice ELW 710  

Greeting 

 The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy 
 Spirit be with you all.   

 And also with you.  



Hymn of Praise 



Prayer of the Day 

 O God of justice and love, you illumine our way through life with the words of your Son. 

 Give us the light we need, and awaken us to the needs of others, through Jesus Christ, our 

 Savior and Lord.  Amen. 

First Reading:   Amos 5:18-24 

 In the days of Amos, people thought that the day of the LORD would be a time of great 

 victory, but Amos announced that it would be a day of darkness, not light. He said liturgy is 

 no substitute for obedience. The LORD demands justice and righteousness in the 

 community.    

 Alas for you who desire the day of the Lord! 

   Why do you want the day of the Lord? 

  It is darkness, not light; 

   as if someone fled from a lion, 

  and was met by a bear; 

  or went into the house and rested a hand against the wall, 

  and was bitten by a snake. 

  Is not the day of the Lord darkness, not light, 

  and gloom with no brightness in it? 

 

  I hate, I despise your festivals, 

  and I take no delight in your solemn assemblies. 

  Even though you offer me your burnt offerings and grain offerings, 

  I will not accept them; 

  and the offerings of well-being of your fatted animals 

  I will not look upon. 

  Take away from me the noise of your songs; 

  I will not listen to the melody of your harps. 

  But let justice roll down like waters, 

   and righteousness like an ever-flowing stream.       

 Word of God, word of life.  Thanks be to God. 

Psalm 70 (read responsively) 

 Be pleased, O God, to deliver me; 

  O Lord, make haste to help me. 

  Let those who seek my life be put to shame and confounded; 

  let those who take pleasure in my misfortune draw back and be disgraced.  



  Let those who say to me “Aha!” and gloat over me 

  turn back because of their shame. 

  Let all who seek you rejoice and be glad in you; 

  let those who love your salvation say forever, “Great is the Lord!” 

  But as for me, I am poor and needy; come to me quickly, O God. 

  You are my helper and my deliverer; O Lord, do not tarry.   

Second Reading:  1 Thessalonians 4:13-18 

 Some of the Thessalonians are worried that dead Christians will be excluded from the 

 resurrection to eternal life when Christ comes again. Paul reassures them with the word of 

 hope that all Christians, living or dead, will be raised into everlasting life with Christ.  

  We do not want you to be uninformed, brothers and sisters, about those who have died, 

 so that you may not grieve as others do who have no hope.  For since we believe that Jesus 

 died and rose again, even so, through Jesus, God will bring with him those who have 

 died.  For this we declare to you by the word of the Lord, that we who are alive, who are 

 left until the coming of the Lord, will by no means precede those who have died.  For the 

 Lord himself, with a cry of command, with the archangel’s call and with the sound of God’s 

 trumpet, will descend from heaven, and the dead in Christ will rise first.  Then we who are 

 alive, who are left, will be caught up in the clouds together with them to meet the Lord in 

 the air; and so we will be with the Lord forever.  Therefore encourage one another with 

 these words.   

 Word of God, word of life.  Thanks be to God. 

Gospel:   Matthew 25:1-13 

 Jesus tells a parable about his own second coming, emphasizing the need for readiness at 

 all times.  

 The Holy  Gospel according to St. Matthew, the 25th chapter.  Glory to you, O Lord. 

  Jesus said to the disciples:  “Then the kingdom of heaven will be like this. Ten 

 bridesmaids took their lamps and went to meet the bridegroom.  Five of them were foolish, 

 and five were wise.  When the foolish took their lamps, they took no oil with them;  but the 

 wise took flasks of oil with their lamps.  As the bridegroom was delayed, all of them 

 became drowsy and slept.  But at midnight there was a shout, ‘Look! Here is the 

 bridegroom! Come out to meet him.’  Then all those bridesmaids got up and trimmed their 

 lamps.  The foolish said to the wise, ‘Give us some of your oil, for our lamps are going 

 out.’  But the wise replied, ‘No! there will not be enough for you and for us; you had better 

 go to the dealers and buy some for yourselves.’  And while they went to buy it, the 



 bridegroom came, and those who were ready went with him into the wedding banquet; and 

 the door was shut.  Later the other bridesmaids came also, saying, ‘Lord, lord, open to 

 us.’  But he replied, ‘Truly I tell you, I do not know you.’  Keep awake therefore, for you 

 know neither the day nor the hour.”   

 The Gospel of the Lord.  Praise to you, O Christ. 

Children’s Chat  Pastor Tina 

Sermon  Pastor Tina 

Hymn of the Day Blessed Assurance ELW 638 

 

 

 

 

 



Apostle’s Creed 

 I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

  creator of heaven and earth. 
 

 I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

  who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

  born of the virgin Mary, 

  suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

  was crucified, died, and was buried; 

  he descended to the dead. 

  On the third day he rose again; 

  he ascended into heaven, 

  he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

  and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 

 I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

  the holy catholic church, 

  the communion of saints, 

  the forgiveness of sins, 

  the resurrection of the body, 

  and the life everlasting.  Amen. 
 

Prayers of Intercession  
 

 Hear us, O God.  Your mercy is great. 

 

Sharing of the Peace 
 

 The peace of the Lord be with you always.  And also with you. 
 

Thanksgiving for the Word 
  

 Praise and thanks to you, holy God, for by your Word you made all things: you spoke light 

 into darkness, called forth beauty from chaos, and brought life into being. For your Word 

 of life, O God, 

 we give you thanks and praise. 

 By your Word you called your people Israel to tell of your wonderful gifts: freedom from 

 captivity, water on the desert journey, a pathway home from exile, wisdom for life with 

 you.  For your Word of life, O God, 

 we give you thanks and praise. 

 Through Jesus, your Word made flesh, you speak to us and call us to witness: forgiveness 

 through the cross, life to those entombed by death, the way of your self-giving love. For 



 your Word of life, O God, 

 we give you thanks and praise. 

 Send your Spirit of truth, O God; rekindle your gifts within us: renew our faith, increase 

 our hope, and deepen our love, for the sake of a world in need. Faithful to your Word, O  

 God, draw near to all who call on you; through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, to whom, 

 with you and the Holy Spirit, be honor and glory forever. 

 Amen.  

Lord’s Prayer  

 

 Our Father, who art in heaven,  

  hallowed be thy name,  

  thy kingdom come,  

  thy will be done,  

   on earth as it is in heaven.  

 Give us this day our daily bread;  

 and forgive us our trespasses,  

  as we forgive those  

   who trespass against us;  

 and lead us not into temptation,  

  but deliver us from evil.  

 For thine is the kingdom,  

  and the power, and the glory,  

  forever and ever.   Amen.  

Blessing 

  

May the God of all creation, in whose image we are made, who claims us and calls us 

beloved, who strengthens us for service, give you reason to rejoice and be glad! 

 

The blessing of God, Sovereign, + Savior, and Spirit, be with you today and always.  

Amen. 



Sending Hymn O God, Our Help in Ages Past ELW 632 

 Dismissal 
 

 Beloved of God, go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 

 Thanks be to God. 



ANNOUNCEMENTS  

 

MARK YOUR CALENDARS FOR . . .  

Children’s Sunday School Students:  Just a little reminder that the second story in the God’s 
Chosen People story series about the Good Samaritan has been sent out to all class members 
via Constant Contact.  Be sure to watch! 

COVID Ad Hoc Committee Meeting:  Tuesday, November 10 at 6:30 p.m. via Zoom. 

Tuesday Morning Bible Study:  The next Bible Study will be on Tuesday, November 10 at 
10:30 a.m.  A  Zoom invitation will be emailed.  If you would like to join this group, please let 
Pastor Tina or Anne know (245-7861).  All are welcome! 

Church Council Meeting:  Tuesday, November 17, 2020 at 6:30 p.m. via Zoom 

Theology on Tap:  The next Theology on Tap discussion via Zoom will be on Thursday, 

December 17 at 6:30 p.m.  Pastor Tina usually picks a topic and we think about and discuss 

our feelings about the topic.   If you have not joined our group before or have not done so in a 

long time, please notify the church office or Pastor Tina so that she can send a Zoom invitation 

to include all who wish to participate. 

 

YOUTH NEWS 

Middle School Youth group:  All  middle schoolers in the Trinity youth group are invited to 

come to Trinity for outdoor games at 2:00 p.m. on Sunday, November 15.  Please bring a water 

bottle or drink and a chair.  Parent pick up time will be 4:00 p.m. 

High School Youth group:  All high schoolers in the Trinity youth group are invited to the 

Carpenter’s house for s’mores and an outdoor movie night at 6:30 p.m. on November 22.  

Please bring a blanket, a chair and a drink.  

Confirmation Class:  The next class is November 15 at 4:30 p.m.  Please bring a chair, Bible 

and your notes. 

 

 

 

During this difficult time in the world:  The church and school will be actively working in 

tandem on a number of outreach projects.  The first of  these is collecting canned food and pet 

food to go to local charities and pet shelters.  If you wish to contribute, please bring your items 

to the church/school lobby and place in the marked cardboard box.  Thank you! 

November THRIVE Blessing Bags:  From November 1 –18, Hilton Presbyterian (HPC) and 

TLC are collecting items for a project called Blessing Bags for THRIVE.  Here is the 

information you need in order to participate:   

  



Blessing and Hygiene Bags 

When folks in need of food go to THRIVE Peninsula, they are given a Blessing Bag to take 

home along with their food.  When folks check in at the PORT Winter Shelter each night, they 

are given a hygiene bag.  Each bag may contain a roll or two of toilet paper, a mini packet of 

tissues, a mini bottle of hand sanitizer, a medium sized bar of soap, and any other toiletry 

items which may have been donated, such as travel size toothpaste, tooth brushes, shampoo, 

and conditioner.  We would like to begin collecting these items between now and November 

16.  The items may be dropped off in St. Nicholas Chapel at Hilton Presbyterian during this 

period.  Hilton Presbyterian has volunteers who will assemble the bags on November 19, and 

then they will be taken to THRIVE and LINK for distribution.  Please remember that “mini”, 

“travel”, and “medium” are the key words for your shopping.  If you have items you wish to 

donate, please bring them to the church and place them in the marked basket.  

 

VANCO Online giving:  An Important Note For Congregation Members and Friends -  

For your convenience, the Church Council and Finance Committee have arranged to provide 

an optional online donation service for congregation members, friends and visitors with Vanco 

Payment Services, the ELCA-recommended electronic donation service.   Through this 

service, you may donate from your checking or savings account or with a credit or debit card.  

Of course, you may also continue to donate through whatever other methods work best for 

you.  

The procedure is very user-friendly.  Just go to Trinity’s website, http://www.trinitylutheran-

nn.com (see below), and click on the green “online giving” link on the homepage.   

Being able to send your offering donations electronically is especially important during the 

current pandemic, and we hope that this will be an opportunity for members, friends and 

visitors to support the ongoing work of the church easily and from the comfort of home. 

If you have questions about the donation site or how to make your donation, please don’t 

hesitate to contact the church office, 245-7861.       

Procedure for online giving: 

 Go to http://trinitylutheran-nn.com/  

 Press the green “online giving” link. 

 

 

*PLEASE REMEMBER YOUR FINANCIAL GIFTS TO TRINITY!  Even during a 

pandemic, the work of the church goes on! 

 

http://trinitylutheran-nn.com/


PRAYER LIST  

ILLNESS, SURGERY, RECOVERY, SHUT-INS:  Pending surgery:  Ed Matz (November 
17); Recovery at home: Jeff Belote; Nursing Homes:  Jeanette Cantrell (The Chesapeake, 
955 Harpersville Road, AL302, Newport News, VA, 23601); Millie Christensen (Morningside:  
Rm. 131); Betty Hasel (The Newport, Rm 14); Charles Kessler (The Chesapeake - Assisted 
Living, Rm.206); Lucille Lebold (Williamsburg Landing, Memory Care Unit); Barbara Olson, 
(The Chesapeake, Rm. 3013); Buddy Schultz (Commonwealth Senior Living at Hampton, Rm. 
503 Memory Care Unit, 1030 Topping Lane, Hampton, VA, 23666); Shut-in at Home:  Janet 
Edwards, Gerda Hudgens, Joan Johnston and Doris Moeser. 

SPECIAL PRAYER REQUESTS:  The Ahlen Family, Paige Ahlen and Maria Goldsby, 
requested by Kathy Stevens; Bill Nuckols (father), Carolyn Patterson, Shirley Skinner, and 
Oxana Sidor (friend), Mike Muskalla (former member) and the friends and family of Mr. 
Kim Lassiter (special friend), requested by Patricia Fielding; Charlotte Rogers and Tina 
McManama, requested by Richard and Sandra Anderson; Hannelore Voss (Karoline’s 
mother), requested by the Ardis family; Jack and Sharon (Sherry) Johnston and Pam 
Little (Donna’s sisters), requested by Grant and Donna Owens; Bonnie Carlson, requested 
by Dave Carlson; the friends and family of Rlou Baum (mother of Wendy Kowalski), 
requested by Jessica Moye; Jacque and Harry Hartman, requested by Nancy Lindfors;  
Molly Chartrand (Jacob’s co-worker), requested by Patricia Wessler; Paul St. Amand 
(former co-worker), requested by Dee Klapperich; George Kingston, requested by Sandy 
and John Lunsford; Michael May, requested by Jon May; Bobbie Morgan, requested by Anne 
Obara; the friends and family of Greg Evans, requested by Laura Davis and Rosalyn 
(cousin) and her mother, Jessica,  requested by Laura Davis; the family and friends of Gary 
Forrest, requested by Brad Goodman; Erik, Kelly, Nathan and Andrew Rummel; the 
family and friends of Rlou Baum (mother of Wendy Kowalski), requested by Jessica Moye; 
and the family and friends of Ernie Moeser. 

Those Who Serve, Military and Civilian Duty:  James Fielding, Marine Corps; Georgia; 
Bryan Hunt, State Dept., Washington, D. C.; Eric Lindfors, Deputy Commander US Naval 
Forces - Korea; Tyler Obara, Air Force National Guard, LAFB and Ashby Owens, Operation 
Smile.   

         


