Trinity Evangelical Lutheran Church

10:30 PM Facebook Meditation Worship Service
December 24, 2020

Nativity of Our Lord: Christmas

“In winter s deepest night, we welcome the light of the Christ child. Isaiah declares that the
light of the long-promised king will illumine the world and bring endless peace and justice.
Paul reminds us that the grace of God through Jesus Christ brings salvation to all people. The
angels declare that Jesus’ birth is good and joyful news for everyone, including lowly
shepherds. Filled with the light that shines in our lives, we go forth to share the light of Christ
with the whole world.






Thank you for joining us online as a new way of connecting to God’s word as we
transition during this time of social distancing to protect ourselves and others.

Please feel free to contact Pastor Tina if you need help in any way during this time. Her
phone number is listed below. Just know that she is only a phone call away.
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The Reverend Tina Melusky, Pastor
Pastor Melusky’s office hours:
Monday: 9 - 2; Tuesday: 9 -10:30, 11:30 - 12:15
Wednesday 9:30 - 12; Thursday 9 - 12
(Times are sometimes flexible with monthly meetings,
but feel free to call for an appointment or drop in)
William C. Solomon, Interim Organist
Congregation of Trinity Lutheran, Ministers of the Word
6812 River Road, Newport News, VA 23607
Church office: (757) 245-7861; Pastor's cell: (734) 239-4013
www.trinitylutheran-nn.com
Trinity Lutheran is a partner church with Peninsula Pastoral Counseling Center.
Cover image by https://www.book-editing.com/horoscope-of-jesus/



https://www.book-editing.com/horoscope-of-jesus/C:/Users/Church%20Office/Documents/2009%20to%202015

Call to Worship

The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light; those who lived in a land of
deep darkness on them light has shined.

You have multiplied the nation, you have increased its joy; they rejoice before you as
with joy at the harvest, as people exult when dividing plunder.

The Light of God shines on us tonight.

For the yoke of their burden, and the bar across their shoulders, the rod of their oppressor,
you have broken as on the day of Midian.

For all the boots of the tramping warriors and all the garments rolled in blood shall be
burned as fuel for the fire.

The Light of God shines on us tonight.

For a child has been born for us, a son given to us; authority rests upon his shoulders; and
he 1s named Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.

His authority shall grow continually, and there shall be endless peace for the throne of
David and his kingdom. He will establish and uphold it with justice and with
righteousness from this time onward and forevermore. The zeal of the LORD of hosts
will do this.

The Light of God shines on us tonight.

Music Oh Holy Night
(Instrumental Music for time of reflection)

Responsive Prayer

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

God sends the Light that is Christ into the world.
Come, Lord Jesus, be with us now.

Not as a deity does God send the Light.
Come, Lord Jesus, be with us now.

God sends the Light as one of us, a human being, born of flesh and blood.
Come, Lord Jesus, be with us now.

God sends Christ Jesus, a man born in a small, insignificant town in a poor conquered
country.

Come, Lord Jesus, be with us now.

God sends Christ, who encompasses the world and all creation in the flesh of mortals.
Christ, who is Emmanuel, God with us.



Poem Ring Out, Wild Bells Alfred Lord Tennyson

Reading: John 1:1-5

In the beginning was the Word,
And the Word was with God,
And the Word was God.

He was in the beginning with God.
All things came into being through him,
And without him not one thing came into being.

What has come into being in him was life,
And the life was the light of all people.

The light shines in the darkness,
And the darkness did not overcome it.

Reflection
Music Oh Come All Ye Faithful Quiet Meditation Time
Prayers

On this holy night in which God joins heaven and earth, let us offer our prayers for the
church, the world, and all those in need.

Let us pray for the Church around the world as it celebrates the birth of Christ. Bless all
those who are entrusted with Christian ministry that your Word might be proclaimed with

truth and courage across our world.
Christ be our light.

Bestow your wisdom on all who govern, that in honoring the earth and its diverse races,
cultures, and religions, we may celebrate the light of this holy night.
Christ be our light.

Grant reconciliation to those surrounded with conflict and violence, that they may live in
the peace of this holy night.
Christ be our light.

Let us pray for all who are cold, hungry, or alone this night. Embrace with your tender care
all who wander alone or have no place to lay their head, they may experience the hope of
this holy night.

Christ be our light.



Let us pray for all who are anxious, depressed, or ill. Draw near to those who find this
season a source of pain or grief, and to all who are suffering or sick, especially those we
remember in our own hearts ... that they may feel the comfort of this holy night.

Christ be our light.

Let us pray for parents, families, and newborn infants. Strengthen families in the bonds
of love and commitment, that they may delight in the joy of this holy night.
Christ be our light.

Let us pray for ourselves and for the blessings of Christmas. Open our hearts to your
presence, that we may be transformed by the new birth of this holy night.
Christ be our light.

Let us give thanks for all the faithful departed who have been bearers of the Word made
flesh. Give us grace to follow your holy ones in lives of faith and commitment, that we may
we join with the hosts of heaven in singing the praises of this holy night.

Christ be our light.

All these things and whatever else you see that we need, grant us, O God, for the sake of him
who died and rose again, and now lives and reigns with in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one
God, now and forever.

Amen.

Lord’s Prayer

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.



Blessing

Good and gracious God, on this holy night you gave us your Son, the Lord of the universe,
wrapped in swaddling clothes, the Savior of all, lying in a manger. On this holy night draw
us into the mystery of your love. Join our voices with the heavenly host, that we may sing
your glory on high. Give us a place among the shepherds, that we may find the one for
whom we have waited, Jesus Christ, your Word made flesh, who lives and reigns with you
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, in the splendor of eternal light, God forever and ever.
Amen.

Poem I Heard the Bells on Christmas Day  Henry Wadsworth Longfellow
Music Joy to the World Quiet Meditation Time
Dismissal

Go in peace. Share the gift of Jesus.
Thanks be to God.
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