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Second Sunday of Christmas 

“Within the gospel reading’s profound words lies the simple message that God is revealed 

in a human person. Though we may try to understand how the Word existed with God from 

the beginning of time, the wonder we celebrate at Christmas is that the Word continues to 

dwell among us. Christ comes among us in the gathered assembly, the scriptures, the 

waters of new birth, and the bread and the wine. Through these ordinary gifts we receive 

the fullness of God’s grace and truth.  



Thank you for joining us online as a new way of connecting to God’s word as we 

transition during this time of social distancing to protect ourselves and others.  

 

Please feel free to contact Pastor Tina if you need help in any way during this time.  Her 

phone number is listed below.  Just know that she is only a phone call away. 

 

 

The Reverend Tina Melusky, Pastor 

Pastor Melusky’s office hours: 

Monday:  9 - 2; Tuesday:  9 -10:30, 11:30 - 12:15 

Wednesday 9:30 - 12; Thursday 9 - 12 

(Times are sometimes flexible with monthly meetings,  

but feel free to call for an appointment or drop in) 

William C. Solomon, Interim Organist 

Congregation of Trinity Lutheran, Ministers of the Word 

6812 River Road, Newport News, VA 23607 

Church office:  (757) 245-7861; Pastor's cell:  (734) 239-4013 

www.trinitylutheran-nn.com 

Trinity Lutheran is a partner church with Peninsula Pastoral Counseling Center. 
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Prelude  

Announcements  

  

Gathering 

Confession and Forgiveness   

 Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God, who was in the beginning, who makes a dwelling 

 among us, who covers us with justice and mercy.  Amen. 

 

 Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 

 

Silence is kept for reflection. 

 

 God of goodness and lovingkindness, 

 

 we confess that we have sinned against you 

 and our neighbors. 

 We have turned away from your invitation to new life. 

 We have turned away from the lowly and downtrodden. 

 In your abundant mercy, forgive us our sins, 

 those we know and those known only to you, 

 for the sake of the one who came to live among us, 

 Jesus Christ, our Savior.  Amen. 

 

 Hear the good news of peace and salvation! 

 God forgives us all our sins, 

 not through our own work, 

 but through + Jesus Christ, made known to all people. 

 With all who come to the manger, 

 rejoice in this amazing gift of grace. 

 Amen. 



Gathering Hymn Good Christian Friends, Rejoice ELW 288 

Greeting 

 The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit 
 be with you all.   

 And also with you.  



Hymn of Praise Angels We Have Heard on High ELW 289 

Prayer of the Day 

 Almighty God, you made this holy night shine with the brightness of the true Light. Grant 

 that here on earth we may walk in the light of Jesus’ presence and in the last day wake to 

 the  brightness of his glory; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns 

 with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  Amen. 

First Reading:  Jeremiah 31:7-14 

 God promises to bring Israel back to its land from the most remote parts of exile. In Zion 

 Israel will rejoice over God’s gifts of food and livestock. Young women will express their 

 joy in dancing; God will give gladness instead of sorrow.  

 Thus says the Lord: 

  Sing aloud with gladness for Jacob, 



  and raise shouts for the chief of the nations; 

  proclaim, give praise, and say, 

  “Save, O Lord, your people, 

  the remnant of Israel.” 

  See, I am going to bring them from the land of the north, 

  and gather them from the farthest parts of the earth, 

  among them the blind and the lame, 

  those with child and those in labor, together; 

  a great company, they shall return here. 

  With weeping they shall come, 

  and with consolations I will lead them back, 

  I will let them walk by brooks of water, 

  in a straight path in which they shall not stumble; 

  for I have become a father to Israel, 

  and Ephraim is my firstborn. 

 

  Hear the word of the Lord, O nations, 

  and declare it in the coastlands far away; 

  say, “He who scattered Israel will gather him, 

  and will keep him as a shepherd a flock.” 

  For the Lord has ransomed Jacob, 

  and has redeemed him from hands too strong for him. 

  They shall come and sing aloud on the height of Zion, 

  and they shall be radiant over the goodness of the Lord, 

  over the grain, the wine, and the oil, 

  and over the young of the flock and the herd; 

  their life shall become like a watered garden, 

  and they shall never languish again. 

  Then shall the young women rejoice in the dance, 

  and the young men and the old shall be merry. 

  I will turn their mourning into joy, 

  I will comfort them, and give them gladness for sorrow. 

 I will give the priests their fill of fatness, 

  and my people shall be satisfied with my bounty,    

 Word of God, word of life.  Thanks be to God. 



Psalm 147:12-20 (read responsively)  

 Worship the Lord, O Jerusalem; 

   praise your God, O Zion, 

  who has strengthened the bars of your gates 

  and has blessed your children within you. 

  God has established peace on your borders 

  and satisfies you with the finest wheat. 

  God sends out a command to the earth, 

  a word that runs very swiftly.  

  God gives snow like wool, 

  scattering frost like ashes. 

  God scatters hail like bread crumbs. 

  Who can stand against God’s cold? 

  The Lord sends forth the word and melts them; 

  the wind blows, and the waters flow. 

  God declares the word to Jacob, 

  statutes and judgments to Israel. 

  The Lord has not done so to any other nation; 

  they do not know God’s judgments. Hallelujah!   

Second Reading:  Ephesians 1:3-14 

 In Jesus, all of God’s plans and purposes have been made know as heaven and earth are 

 united in Christ. Through Jesus, we have been chosen as God’s children and have been 

 promised eternal salvation.   

 Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us in Christ with 

 every spiritual blessing in the heavenly places, just as he chose us in Christ before the 

 foundation of the world to be holy and blameless before him in love.  He destined us for 

 adoption as his children through Jesus Christ, according to the good pleasure of his will, to 

 the praise of his glorious grace that he freely bestowed on us in the Beloved.  In him, we 

 have redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of our trespasses, according to the 

 riches of his grace that he lavished on us. With all wisdom and insight, he has made known 

 to us the mystery of his will, according to his good pleasure that he set forth in Christ, as a 

 plan for the fullness of time, to gather up all things in him, things in heaven and things on 

 earth.  In Christ we have also obtained an inheritance, having been destined according to 

 the purpose of him who accomplishes all things according to his counsel and will, so that 

 we, who were the first to set our hope on Christ, might live for the praise of his glory.  In 

 him you also, when you had heard the word of truth, the gospel of your salvation, and had 



 believed in him, were marked with the seal of the promised Holy Spirit; this is the pledge 

 of  our inheritance toward redemption as God’s own people, to the praise of his glory.  

 Word of God, word of life.  Thanks be to God. 

Gospel:   John 1:[1-9] 10-18 

 God’s greatest gift comes as a baby in a manger. Angels announce the “good news of great 

 joy” and proclaim God’s blessing of peace.   

 The Holy Gospel according to St. John the 1st chapter.  Glory to you, O Lord. 

 In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God.  He 

 was in the beginning with God.  All things came into being through him, and without him 

 not one thing came into being. What has come into being in him was life, and the life was 

 the light of all people.  The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not overcome 

 it. 

    There was a man sent from God, whose name was John.  He came as a witness to testify 

 to the light, so that all might believe through him.  He himself was not the light, but he 

 came to testify to the light.  The true light, which enlightens everyone, was coming into the 

 world. 

    He was in the world, and the world came into being through him; yet the world did not 

 know him.  He came to what was his own, and his own people did not accept him.  But to 

 all who received him, who believed in his name, he gave power to become children of 

 God, who were born, not of blood or of the will of the flesh or of the will of man, but of 

 God. 

    And the Word became flesh and lived among us, and we have seen his glory, the glory 

 as of a father’s only son, full of grace and truth.   (John testified to him and cried out, “This 

 was he of whom I said, ‘He who comes after me ranks ahead of me because he was before 

 me.’ ”)  From his fullness we have all received, grace upon grace.  The law indeed was 

 given through Moses; grace and truth came through Jesus Christ.  No one has ever seen 

 God. It is God the only Son, who is close to the Father’s heart, who has made him known.   

 The Gospel of the Lord.  Praise to you, O Christ. 

Children’s Chat  Pastor Tina 

Sermon  Pastor Tina 



Hymn of the Day Lord, Keep Us Steadfast in Your Word ELW 517    

Nicene Creed 

 We believe in one God, 

  the Father, the Almighty, 

  maker of heaven and earth, 

  of all that is, seen and unseen. 

 We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 

  the only Son of God, 

  eternally begotten of the Father, 

  God from God, Light from Light, 

  true God from true God, 

  begotten, not made, 

  of one Being with the Father; 

  through him all things were made. 

  For us and for our salvation 

   he came down from heaven, 

   was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary 

   and became truly human. 

   For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 

   he suffered death and was buried. 

   On the third day he rose again 



   in accordance with the scriptures; 

   he ascended into heaven 

   and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

   He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 

   and his kingdom will have no end. 

 We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 

  who proceeds from the Father and the Son,* 

  who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, 

  who has spoken through the prophets. 

  We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. 

  We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 

  We look for the resurrection of the dead, 

  and the life of the world to come.  Amen. 

 

Prayers of Intercession  
 

 Hear us, O God.  Your mercy is great. 
 

Sharing of the Peace 
 

 The peace of the Lord be with you always.  And also with you. 
 

Thanksgiving for the Word 
  

 Praise and thanks to you, holy God, for by your Word you made all things: you spoke light 

 into darkness, called forth beauty from chaos, and brought life into being. For your Word 

 of life, O God, 

 we give you thanks and praise. 

 By your Word you called your people Israel to tell of your wonderful gifts: freedom from 

 captivity, water on the desert journey, a pathway home from exile, wisdom for life with 

 you.  For your Word of life, O God, 

 we give you thanks and praise. 

 Through Jesus, your Word made flesh, you speak to us and call us to witness: forgiveness 

 through the cross, life to those entombed by death, the way of your self-giving love. For 

 your Word of life, O God, 

 we give you thanks and praise. 

 Send your Spirit of truth, O God; rekindle your gifts within us: renew our faith, increase 

 our hope, and deepen our love, for the sake of a world in need. Faithful to your Word, O  

 God, draw near to all who call on you; through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, to 

 whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, be honor and glory forever. 

 Amen.  



            Continued next page 

Lord’s Prayer  
 

 Our Father, who art in heaven,  

  hallowed be thy name,  

  thy kingdom come,  

  thy will be done,  

   on earth as it is in heaven.  

 Give us this day our daily bread;  

 and forgive us our trespasses,  

  as we forgive those  

   who trespass against us;  

 and lead us not into temptation,  

  but deliver us from evil.  

 For thine is the kingdom,  

  and the power, and the glory,  

  forever and ever.   Amen.  

Blessing 
  

Almighty God, who sent the Holy Spirit to Mary, proclaimed joy through the angels, sent 

the shepherds with good news, and led the magi by a star, bless you this day  + through the 

Word made flesh.  Amen. 



Sending Hymn Word of God, Come Down to Earth ELW 510  

 

Dismissal 
 

 Go in peace.  Share the gift of Jesus. 

 Thanks be to God. 



ANNOUNCEMENTS  

Offering Boxes and Poinsettias:  If you paid for a poinsettia for Christmas, you may come 

pick it up while the students are still on their winter break between Sunday, December 27 and 

Sunday, January 3. They will be located in the main school foyer.  Also, offering boxes for 

2021 will be on a table in the same general area as the poinsettias.  Those who are using the 

online giving through VANCO are kindly requested to let the church office know if you still 

would like to have your offering box.  Remember to bring your key fob if you decide to come 

on the weekend and wear a mask.  PLEASE NOTE:  All poinsettias will be given away after 

January 3.  All offering boxes will be mailed after that date also. 

MARK YOUR CALENDARS FOR . . .  

Tuesday Morning Bible Study:  The next Bible Study will be on Tuesday, January 5 at 

10:30 a.m.  A  Zoom invitation will be emailed.   

Theology on Tap:  The next Theology on Tap discussion via Zoom will be on Thursday, 

January 28 at 6:30 p.m.  Pastor Tina usually picks a topic and we think about and discuss our 

feelings about the topic.   Please join us! 

Worship and Music Committee Meeting:  Next Worship and Music committee meeting is 

January 5 at 6:30 p.m. via Zoom.  The date to remove Christmas decorations/degreen the 

church will be on Saturday, January 9, time TBA. 

VANCO Online giving:   

The procedure to use the online offering system, VANCO, is very user-friendly.  Just go to 

Trinity’s website, http://www.trinitylutheran-nn.com (see below), and click on the green 

“online giving” link on the homepage.   

Being able to send your offering donations electronically is especially important during the 

current pandemic, and we hope that this will be an opportunity for members, friends and 

visitors to support the ongoing work of the church easily and from the comfort of home. 

If you have questions about the donation site or how to make your donation, please don’t 

hesitate to contact the church office, 245-7861.  

Procedure for online giving: 

 Go to http://trinitylutheran-nn.com/  

 Press the green “online giving” link.     

 

PRAYER LIST  

ILLNESS, SURGERY, RECOVERY, SHUT-INS:  Recovery with family: Anne Evans; 
Nursing Homes:  Jeanette Cantrell (The Chesapeake, 955 Harpersville Road, AL302, Newport 
News, VA, 23601); Millie Christensen (Morningside:  Rm. 131; Charles Kessler (The 
Chesapeake - Assisted Living, Rm.207); Lucille Lebold (Williamsburg Landing, Memory Care 

http://trinitylutheran-nn.com/


Unit); Barbara Olson, (The Chesapeake, Rm. 3013); Shut-in at Home:  Janet Edwards, Gerda 
Hudgens, Joan Johnston and Doris Moeser. 

 

New Address for Pete Mizelle as of 12-11-2020:  690 Castle Rock Drive, Banner Elk, NC, 
28604 and new cell phone number 828-783-9262 as of December 11. 

 

SPECIAL PRAYER REQUESTS:  The Ahlen Family, Anne Brady (mother of Marc 
Ahlen), Paige Ahlen and Maria Goldsby, requested by Kathy Stevens; Bill Nuckols 
(father), Carolyn Patterson, Shirley Skinner, and Oxana Sidor (and the friends and 
family of Mr. Kim Lassiter (special friend), requested by Patricia Fielding; Hannelore Voss 
(Karoline’s mother), requested by the Ardis family; Jack and Sharon (Sherry) Johnston 
and Pam Little (Donna’s sisters), requested by Grant and Donna Owens; Bonnie Carlson, 
requested by Dave Carlson; Jacque and Harry Hartman, requested by Nancy Lindfors;  
Molly Chartrand (Jacob’s co-worker), requested by Patricia Wessler; George Kingston, 
requested by Sandy and John Lunsford; Michael May, requested by Jon May; Jan Titus 
(sister-in-law), requested by Glen and Betty Titus; Paul Sawarringim (COVID); Millie 
Christensen (COVID); Charles Kessler (COVID exposure); David Hampton (husband of 
Sandy Hampton, TLS Front Office); the friends and family of Karen Dutton (mother of 
Kristen Turnage); the friends and family of Betty Hasel and the friends and family of 
Charley Smith. 

Those Who Serve, Military and Civilian Duty:  James Fielding, Marine Corps; Georgia; 
Bryan Hunt, State Dept., Washington, D. C.; Eric Lindfors, Deputy Commander US Naval 
Forces - Korea; Tyler Obara, Air Force National Guard, LAFB and Ashby Owens, Operation 
Smile.   

         

 


