
Trinity Evangelical Lutheran Church 

10:00 AM Facebook Online Worship Service 

January 24, 2021 

Third Sunday After Epiphany 

As we continue through the time after Epiphany, stories of the call to discipleship show us 

the implications of our baptismal calling to show Christ to the world. Jesus begins 

proclaiming the good news and calling people to repentance right after John the Baptist is 

arrested for preaching in a similar way. Knowing that John was later executed, we see at 

the very outset the cost of discipleship. Still, the two sets of brothers leave everything they 

have known and worked for all their lives to follow Jesus and fish for people.  



Thank you for joining us online as a new way of connecting to God’s word as we 

transition during this time of social distancing to protect ourselves and others.  

 

Please feel free to contact Pastor Tina if you need help in any way during this time.  Her 

phone number is listed below.  Just know that she is only a phone call away. 

 

 

The Reverend Tina Melusky, Pastor 

Pastor Melusky’s office hours: 

Monday:  9 - 2; Tuesday:  9 -10:30, 11:30 - 12:15 

Wednesday 9:30 - 12; Thursday 9 - 12 

(Times are sometimes flexible with monthly meetings,  

but feel free to call for an appointment or drop in) 

William C. Solomon, Interim Organist 

Congregation of Trinity Lutheran, Ministers of the Word 

6812 River Road, Newport News, VA 23607 

Church office:  (757) 245-7861; Pastor's cell:  (734) 239-4013 

www.trinitylutheran-nn.com 

Trinity Lutheran is a partner church with Peninsula Pastoral Counseling Center. 
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Prelude  

Announcements  

  

Gathering 

Confession and Forgiveness   

  

 Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God, whose voice is upon the waters, whose mercy is 

 poured out upon all people, whose goodness cascades over all creation. 

 Amen. 

 

 Let us confess our sin, trusting in the abundant grace of God. 

  

Silence is kept for reflection. 

 

 Holy God, 

 you search us and know us. 

 You are acquainted with all our ways. 

 We confess that our hearts are burdened by sin— 

 our own sins and the broken systems that bind us. 

 We turn inward, failing to follow 

 your outward way of love. 

 We distrust those who are not like us. 

 We exploit the earth and its resources 

 and fail to consider generations to come. 

 Forgive us, gracious God, 

 for all we have done and left undone. 

 Even before the words are on our tongues, 

 you know them; 

 receive them in your divine mercy. 

 Amen. 

 

 How vast is God’s grace!  Through the power and promise of  + Christ Jesus, our sins are 

 washed away and we are claimed as God’s own beloved.  Indeed, we are forgiven.  In the 

 wake of God’s forgiveness, we are called to be the beloved community living out Christ’s 

 justice and the Spirit’s reconciling peace.  Amen. 



Gathering Hymn Jesus Calls Us; o’er the Tumult ELW 696 

Greeting 

 The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit 
 be with you all.   

 And also with you.  



Hymn of Praise Brightest and Best of the Stars ELW 303 

Prayer of the Day 

 Thanks be to you, Lord Jesus Christ, most merciful redeemer, for the countless blessings 

 and benefits you give. May we know you more clearly, love you more dearly, and follow 

 you more nearly, day by day praising you, with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, 

 now and forever.  Amen. 



First Reading:  Jonah 3:1-5, 10  

 The book of Jonah is a comedy starring a reluctant prophet who is given a one-sentence 

 message: Nineveh will be destroyed in forty days. Much to Jonah’s dismay, the people of 

 Nineveh repent. The point of the story is to get the reader to wrestle with the question “On 

 whom should God have mercy?”  

 The word of the Lord came to Jonah a second time, saying, “Get up, go to Nineveh, that 

 great city, and proclaim to it the message that I tell you.”  So Jonah set out and went to 

 Nineveh, according to the word of the Lord. Now Nineveh was an exceedingly large city, a 

 three days’ walk across.  Jonah began to go into the city, going a day’s walk. And he cried 

 out, “Forty days more, and Nineveh shall be overthrown!”  And the people of Nineveh 

 believed God; they proclaimed a fast, and everyone, great and small, put on sackcloth. 

    When God saw what they did, how they turned from their evil ways, God changed his 

 mind about the calamity that he had said he would bring upon them; and he did not do it.  

 Word of God, word of life.  Thanks be to God. 

Psalm 62:5-12 (read responsively)  

 For God alone I wait in silence; 

   truly, my hope is in God. 

  God alone is my rock and my salvation, 

   my stronghold, so that I shall never be shaken. 

  In God is my deliverance and my honor; 

   God is my strong rock and my refuge. 

  Put your trust in God always, O people, 

   pour out your hearts before the one who is our refuge.  

  Those of high degree are but a fleeting breath; those of low estate cannot be trusted. 

   Placed on the scales together they weigh even less than a breath. 

  Put no trust in extortion; in robbery take no empty pride; 

   though wealth increase, set not your heart upon it. 

  God has spoken once, twice have I heard it, 

   that power belongs to God. 

  Steadfast love belongs to you, O Lord, 

  for you repay all according to their deeds.  

Second Reading:   1 Corinthians 7:29-31 

 Paul does not disapprove of marriage or other human social institutions. He does, however, 

 want Christians to live in the present in fervent anticipation of God’s future, which even 

 now has dawned through the death and resurrection of Jesus Christ.   



  Brothers and sisters, the appointed time has grown short; from now on, let even those 

 who have wives be as though they had none, and those who mourn as though they were not 

 mourning, and those who rejoice as though they were not rejoicing, and those who buy as 

 though they had no possessions, and those who deal with the world as though they had no 

 dealings with it. For the present form of this world is passing away.  

 Word of God, word of life.  Thanks be to God. 

Gospel:   Mark 1:14-20 

 Before Jesus calls his first disciples, he proclaims a message that becomes known as “the 

 gospel” or good news from God. God is ready to rule our lives. Those who realize this will 

 respond with repentance and faith.   

 The Holy Gospel according to St. Mark, the 1st chapter.  Glory to you, O Lord. 

 Now after John was arrested, Jesus came to Galilee, proclaiming the good news of 

 God, and saying, “The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God has come near; repent, and 

 believe in the good news.” 

 

    As Jesus passed along the Sea of Galilee, he saw Simon and his brother Andrew casting 

 a net into the sea—for they were fishermen.  And Jesus said to them, “Follow me and I will 

 make you fish for people.”  And immediately they left their nets and followed him.  As he 

 went a little farther, he saw James son of Zebedee and his brother John, who were in their 

 boat mending the nets.  Immediately he called them; and they left their father Zebedee in 

 the boat with the hired men, and followed him.   

 The Gospel of the Lord.  Praise to you, O Christ. 

Children’s Chat  Pastor Tina 

Sermon  Pastor Tina 



Hymn of the Day You Have Come Down to the Lakeshore ELW 817    



Apostle’s Creed 

 I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

  creator of heaven and earth. 
 

 I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

  who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

  born of the virgin Mary, 

  suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

  was crucified, died, and was buried; 

  he descended to the dead. 

  On the third day he rose again; 

  he ascended into heaven, 

  he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

  and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 

 I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

  the holy catholic church, 

  the communion of saints, 

  the forgiveness of sins, 

  the resurrection of the body, 

  and the life everlasting.  Amen. 

 

Prayers of Intercession  
 

 Let us pray.  Have mercy, O God. 
 

Sharing of the Peace 
 

 The peace of the Lord be with you always.  And also with you. 

 

Thanksgiving for the Word 
  

 Praise and thanks to you, holy God, for by your Word you made all things: you spoke light 

 into darkness, called forth beauty from chaos, and brought life into being. For your Word of 

 life, O God, 

 we give you thanks and praise. 

 By your Word you called your people Israel to tell of your wonderful gifts: freedom from 

 captivity, water on the desert journey, a pathway home from exile, wisdom for life with 

 you.  For your Word of life, O God, 

 we give you thanks and praise. 



 Through Jesus, your Word made flesh, you speak to us and call us to witness: forgiveness 

 through the cross, life to those entombed by death, the way of your self-giving love. For 

 your Word of life, O God, 

 we give you thanks and praise. 

 Send your Spirit of truth, O God; rekindle your gifts within us: renew our faith, increase 

 our hope, and deepen our love, for the sake of a world in need. Faithful to your Word, O  

 God, draw near to all who call on you; through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, to 

 whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, be honor and glory forever. 

 Amen.  

Lord’s Prayer  
 

 Our Father, who art in heaven,  

  hallowed be thy name,  

  thy kingdom come,  

  thy will be done,  

   on earth as it is in heaven.  

 Give us this day our daily bread;  

 and forgive us our trespasses,  

  as we forgive those  

   who trespass against us;  

 and lead us not into temptation,  

  but deliver us from evil.  

 For thine is the kingdom,  

  and the power, and the glory,  

  forever and ever.   Amen.  

Blessing 
  

God the creator strengthen you; Jesus the beloved fill you; and the Holy Spirit the 

comforter + keep you in peace.  Amen. 



Sending Hymn Christ, When  For Us You Were Baptized ELW 304 

Dismissal  

 Go in peace. Be the light of Christ. 
 Thanks be to God. 



              Continued 

ANNOUNCEMENTS  

TODAY:  Drive-by communion for all area groups and friends of the congregation will take 

place this afternoon from 12:00 to  2:00 p.m. as it has in the past months with masks and 

social distancing.  Please pull up to the double glass door entrance where our communion table 

welcomes you.  Refer to messages from Facebook and/or Constant Contact if there is a 

possibility of inclement weather. 

MARK YOUR CALENDARS FOR . . .  

Tapestry Conversations:  The next group meetings will be on Monday, February 15, at 

6:30 p.m. and Sunday, February 21, at 1:00 p.m.  We will be discussing the film “Black 

Panther.”  A discussion guide has been sent out via Constant Contact. 

 

Tuesday Morning Bible Study:  The next Bible Study will be on Tuesday, January 26, at 

10:30 a.m.  A  Zoom invitation will be emailed.   

 

 

Theology on Tap:  This group is being curtailed until further notice.  Please consider joining 

the Tapestry Conversations group. 

 

Worship and Music Committee Meeting:  The next Worship and Music committee meeting 

is February 2, at 6:30 p.m. via Zoom.   

 

VANCO Online giving:   

The procedure to use the online offering system, VANCO, is very user-friendly.  Just go to 

Trinity’s website, http://www.trinitylutheran-nn.com (see below), and click on the green 

“online giving” link on the homepage.   

Being able to send your offering donations electronically is especially important during the 

current pandemic, and we hope that this will be an opportunity for members, friends and 

visitors to support the ongoing work of the church easily and from the comfort of home. 

If you have questions about the donation site or how to make your donation, please don’t 

hesitate to contact the church office, 245-7861.  

Procedure for online giving: 

 Go to http://trinitylutheran-nn.com/  

 Press the green “online giving” link.     

 

http://trinitylutheran-nn.com/


CHRISTIAN HOPE AND SYMPATHY are extended to the family and friends of Trinity 

member, James W. “Jim” Gribble., upon his passing on Monday, January 18, 2021  Due to 

COVID-19, a private service will be held. Parklawn-Wood Funeral Home is assisting the 

family.  An obituary can be found at their website at this link:  Dignitymemorial.com.  

Please keep his wife Bobbie, daughter, Cindy, son Michael and other family and friends in 

your prayers.  See the Constant Contact for Jim that was sent out on 1/21/20 for more 

information.  “Thanks be to God who gives us victory over death through Jesus Christ our 

Lord.” 

PRAYER LIST  

 

ILLNESS, SURGERY, RECOVERY, SHUT-INS:  Recovery with Family help:  Anne 

Evans; Nursing Homes:  Jeanette Cantrell (The Chesapeake, 955 Harpersville Road, AL302, 

Newport News, VA, 23601); Millie Christensen (Morningside:  Rm. 131; Charles Kessler (The 

Chesapeake - Assisted Living, Rm.207); Lucille Lebold (Williamsburg Landing, Memory Care 

Unit); Barbara Olson, (The Chesapeake, Rm. 3013); Shut-in at Home:  Janet Edwards, Gerda 

Hudgens, Joan Johnston and Doris Moeser. 

 

SPECIAL PRAYER REQUESTS:  The Ahlen Family, Anne Brady (mother of Marc 

Ahlen), Paige Ahlen and Maria Goldsby, requested by Kathy Stevens; Bill Nuckols (father), 

Carolyn Patterson, Shirley Skinner, and Oxana Sidor (and the friends and family of Mr. 

Kim Lassiter (special friend), requested by Patricia Fielding; Hannelore Voss (Karoline’s 

mother), requested by the Ardis family; Jack and Sharon (Sherry) Johnston and Pam 

Little (Donna’s sisters), requested by Grant and Donna Owens; Bonnie Carlson, requested 

by Dave Carlson; Molly Chartrand (Jacob’s co-worker), requested by Patricia Wessler; 

George Kingston, requested by Sandy and John Lunsford; Michael May, requested by Jon 

May; Millie Christensen (COVID); Charles Kessler (COVID exposure); Michelle 

Carpenter; Dee Klapperich; Mary Lucia Spake (daughter), requested by Bill Solomon; 

June Geyer (grandmother) and Charles Geyer, Jr. (father), requested by Patricia Wessler; 

the friends and family of Charles Geyer, Sr. (Patricia Wessler’s grandfather) and the 

friends and family of Shirley Hopkins, requested by Laura Davis. 

 

Those Who Serve, Military and Civilian Duty:  James Fielding, Marine Corps; Georgia; 

Bryan Hunt, State Dept., Washington, D. C.; Eric Lindfors, Deputy Commander US Naval 

Forces - Korea; Tyler Obara, Air Force National Guard, LAFB and Ashby Owens, Operation 

Smile.   
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