
Trinity Evangelical Lutheran Church 

10:00 AM Facebook Online Worship Service  

March 7, 2021 

Third Sunday in Lent  

The third covenant in this year’s Lenten readings is the central one of Israel’s history: the gift 

of the law to those God freed from slavery. The commandments begin with the statement that 

because God alone has freed us from the powers that oppressed us, we are to let nothing else 

claim first place in our lives. When Jesus throws the merchants out of the temple, he is defend-

ing the worship of God alone and rejecting the ways commerce and profit-making can become 

our gods. The Ten Commandments are essential to our baptismal call: centered first in God’s 

liberating love, we strive to live out justice and mercy in our communities and the world.  



Welcome members and guests to our worship service today. If you are visiting, we encourage you to sign the 

guest register located in the narthex. Please include your home address, email address and phone number.  In 

each pew, there is a card that you can fill out if you wish to have a consult with the pastor and/or leave us more 

information about you.  Worship times on Sunday mornings are 8:15 and 10:45 a.m. 

A nursery is available for children up to five years of age during the service. The nursery is located off the 

hallway on the Huntington Avenue side of the church building. There are also “quiet bags” available for older 

children to enjoy during the service. Please ask an usher about borrowing one. 

Parents are invited to bring children from the nursery for Holy Communion to receive a blessing. If children 

become restless or noisy during worship, parents are encouraged to take them in to and out of the sanctuary as 

necessary. 

Trinity offers an induction loop for the benefit of hearing impaired worshippers. To use, please switch your 

hearing aid to “T.” If you are unsure if your hearing aid is compatible, please contact your audiologist. 

Enlarged print sermon copies are available for the benefit of sight or hearing impaired worshippers. They can 

be found in the bulletin rack just outside the sacristy kitchen, closest to the wheelchair ramp exit door. 

Enlarged print sermon copies are available for the benefit of sight or hearing impaired worshippers.  They 

can be found in the bulletin rack just outside the sacristy kitchen, closes to the wheelchair ramp exit door. 

The Reverend Tina Melusky, Pastor 

Pastor Melusky’s office hours: 

Monday:  9 - 2 ; Tuesday:  9 -10:30, 11:30 - 12:15 

Wednesday 9:30 - 12; Thursday 9 - 12 

(Times are sometimes flexible with monthly meetings,  

but feel free to call for an appointment or drop in) 

William C. Solomon, Interim Organist 

Congregation of Trinity Lutheran, Ministers of the Word 

6812 River Road, Newport News, VA 23607 

Church office:  (757) 245-7861; Pastor's cell:  (734) 239-4013 

www.trinitylutheran-nn.com 

Trinity Lutheran is a partner church with Peninsula Pastoral Counseling Center. 
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Carillon Call to Worship 

Prelude 

Announcements 

Gathering  

Confession and Forgiveness 

 

 Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God, the keeper of the covenant, the source of steadfast 

 love, our rock and our redeemer.  Amen. 

 

 God hears us when we cry, and draws us close in Jesus Christ. Let us return to the one who 

 is full of compassion.  

  

 Silence is kept for reflection.  

 Fountain of living water,  

 pour out your mercy over us. 

 Our sin is heavy, and we long to be free. 

 Rebuild what we have ruined 

 and mend what we have torn. 

 Wash us in your cleansing flood. 

 Make us alive in the Spirit 

 to follow in the way of Jesus, 

 as healers and restorers of the world you so love.   

 Amen. 

  

 Beloved, God’s word never fails.  The promise rests on grace: by the saving love of Jesus 

 Christ, the wisdom and power of God, your sins are + forgiven, and God remembers them 

 no more.  Journey in the way of Jesus. Amen. 



Gathering Hymn In the Cross of Christ I Glory ELW 324  

The Greeting 

 The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit 

 be with you all.  And also with you. 



Prayer of the Day 

 Holy God, through your Son you have called us to live faithfully and act courageously. 

 Keep us steadfast in your covenant of grace, and teach us the wisdom that comes only 

 through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy 

 Spirit, one God, now and forever.  Amen. 

Kyrie Your Heart, O God, Is Grieved  ELW 602 



Word 

First Reading:   Exodus 20:1-17 

 After escaping from slavery, the Israelites come to Mount Sinai, where God teaches them 

 how to live in community. The Ten Commandments proclaim that God alone is worthy of 

 worship. Flowing from God, the life of the community flourishes when based on honesty, 

 trust, fidelity, and respect for life, family, and property.   

 God spoke all these words: 

   I am the Lord your God, who brought you out of the land of Egypt, out of the house of 

 slavery; you shall have no other gods before me. 

   You shall not make for yourself an idol, whether in the form of anything that is in heaven 

 above, or that is on the earth beneath, or that is in the water under the earth.  You shall not 

 bow down to them or worship them; for I the Lord your God am a jealous God, punishing 

 children for the iniquity of parents, to the third and the fourth generation of those who reject 

 me, but showing steadfast love to the thousandth generation of those who love me and keep

 my commandments. 

   You shall not make wrongful use of the name of the Lord your God, for the Lord will not 

 acquit anyone who misuses his name. 

   Remember the sabbath day, and keep it holy.  Six days you shall labor and do all your 

 work.  But the seventh day is a sabbath to the Lord your God; you shall not do any work—

 you, your son or your daughter, your male or female slave, your livestock, or the alien 

 resident in your towns.  For in six days the Lord made heaven and earth, the sea, and all that 

 is in them, but rested the seventh day; therefore the Lord blessed the sabbath day and 

 consecrated it. 

   Honor your father and your mother, so that your days may be long in the land that 

 the Lord your God is giving you. 

   You shall not murder. 

   You shall not commit adultery. 

   You shall not steal. 

   You shall not bear false witness against your neighbor. 

   You shall not covet your neighbor’s house; you shall not covet your neighbor’s wife, or 

 male or female slave, or ox, or donkey, or anything that belongs to your neighbor.   

 Word of God, word of life.  Thanks be to God. 

Psalm 19 (read responsively) 

 The heavens declare the glory of God, 

   and the sky proclaims its maker’s handiwork. 

  One day tells its tale to another, 

   and one night imparts knowledge to another. 



  Although they have no words or language, 

   and their voices are not heard, 

  their sound has gone out into all lands, and their message to the ends of the world, 

   where God has pitched a tent for the sun. 

  It comes forth like a bridegroom out of his chamber; 

   it rejoices like a champion to run its course. 

  It goes forth from the uttermost edge of the heavens and runs about to the end of it 

 again;  

  nothing is hidden from its burning heat.  

  The teaching of the Lord is perfect and revives the soul; 

   the testimony of the Lord is sure and gives wisdom to the simple. 

  The statutes of the Lord are just and rejoice the heart; 

   the commandment of the Lord is clear and gives light to the eyes. 

  The fear of the Lord is clean and endures forever; 

   the judgments of the Lord are true and righteous altogether. 

  More to be desired are they than gold, more than much fine gold, 

   sweeter far than honey, than honey in the comb. 

  By them also is your servant enlightened, 

   and in keeping them there is great reward. 

  Who can detect one’s own offenses? 

   Cleanse me from my secret faults. 

  Above all, keep your servant from presumptuous sins; let them not get dominion over me; 

   then shall I be whole and sound, and innocent of a great offense. 

  Let the words of my mouth and the meditation of my heart be acceptable in your 

 sight, 

   O Lord, my strength and my redeemer. 

Second Reading:  1 Corinthians 1:18-25 

 The word of the cross is pure foolishness and nonsense to the world because it claims that 

 God is mostly revealed in weakness, humiliation, and death. But through such divine 

 foolishness and weakness, God is working to save us. The center of Paul’s preaching is 

 Christ crucified.  

  The message about the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing, but to us who are 

 being saved it is the power of God.  For it is written, 

   “I will destroy the wisdom of the wise, 

   and the discernment of the discerning I will thwart.” 

  Where is the one who is wise? Where is the scribe? Where is the debater of this age? 

 Has not God made foolish the wisdom of the world?  For since, in the wisdom of God, the 

 world did not know God through wisdom, God decided, through the foolishness of our 

 proclamation, to save those who believe.  For Jews demand signs and Greeks desire 

 wisdom, but we proclaim Christ crucified, a stumbling block to Jews and foolishness to 



 Gentiles, but to those who are the called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ the power of God 

 and the wisdom of God.  For God’s foolishness is wiser than human wisdom, and God’s 

 weakness is stronger than human strength.   

 Word of God, word of life.  Thanks be to God. 

Gospel Lesson:    John 2:13-22 

 Jesus attacks the commercialization of religion by driving merchants out of the temple. 

 When challenged, he responds mysteriously, with the first prediction of his own death and 

 resurrection. In the midst of a seemingly stable religious center, Jesus suggests that the 

 center itself has changed.   

 The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the 2nd chapter.  Glory to you, O Lord. 

  The Passover of the Jews was near, and Jesus went up to Jerusalem.  In the temple  he 

 found people selling cattle, sheep, and doves, and the money changers seated at their 

 tables.  Making a whip of cords, he drove all of them out of the temple, both the sheep and 

 the cattle. He also poured out the coins of the money changers and overturned their 

 tables.  He told those who were selling the doves, “Take these things out of here! Stop 

 making my Father’s house a marketplace!”  His disciples remembered that it was written, 

 “Zeal for your house will consume me.”  The Jews then said to him, “What sign can you 

 show us for doing this?”  Jesus answered them, “Destroy this temple, and in three days I 

 will raise it up.”  The Jews then said, “This temple has been under construction for forty-six 

 years, and will you raise it up in three days?”  But he was speaking of the temple of his 

 body.  After he was raised from the dead, his disciples remembered that he had said this; 

 and they believed the scripture and the word that Jesus had spoken.  

 The Gospel of the Lord.   Praise to you, O Christ. 

Time with the Children Pastor Tina 

Sermon   Pastor Tina 



Hymn of the Day There in God’s Garden ELW 342 



Apostles’ Creed 

 I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

  creator of heaven and earth. 

 I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

  who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

  born of the virgin Mary, 

  suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

  was crucified, died, and was buried; 

  he descended to the dead. 

  On the third day he rose again; 

  he ascended into heaven, 

  he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

  and he will come to judge the living and the dead.   

 I believe in the Holy Spirit,  

  the holy catholic church,  

  the communion of saints,  

  the forgiveness of sins,  

  the resurrection of the body,  

  and the life everlasting.  Amen. 

Prayers of Intercession 

  Hear us, O God.  Your mercy is great. 

Sharing of the Peace 

 The peace of the Lord be with you always. And also with you.  

Thanksgiving for the Word 

 Praise and thanks to you, holy God, for by your Word you made all things: you spoke light 

 into darkness, called forth beauty from chaos, and brought life into being. For your Word of 

 life, O God, 

 we give you thanks and praise. 

 By your Word you called your people Israel to tell of your wonderful gifts: freedom from 

 captivity, water on the desert journey, a pathway home from exile, wisdom for life with 

 you. For your Word of life, O God, 

 we give you thanks and praise. 

 Through Jesus, your Word made flesh, you speak to us and call us to witness: forgiveness 

 through the cross, life to those entombed by death, the way of your self-giving love. For 

 your Word of life, O God, 



 we give you thanks and praise. 

 Send your Spirit of truth, O God; rekindle your gifts within us: renew our faith, increase 

 our hope, and deepen our love, for the sake of a world in need. Faithful to  your Word, O 

 God, draw near to all who call on you; through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, to whom, 

 with you and the Holy Spirit, be honor and glory forever. 

 Amen.  

Lord’s Prayer 

 Our Father, who art in heaven,  

  hallowed be thy name,  

  thy kingdom come,  

  thy will be done,  

   on earth as it is in heaven.  

 Give us this day our daily bread;  

 and forgive us our trespasses,  

  as we forgive those  

   who trespass against us;  

 and lead us not into temptation,  

  but deliver us from evil.  

 For thine is the kingdom,  

  and the power, and the glory,  

  forever and ever.  Amen.  



Sending Hymn Lift High the Cross  ELW 660  

Dismissal 

 Go in peace.  Share the good news.  Thanks be to God. 



ANNOUNCEMENTS  

Church Office Hours:  Mondays through Thursdays, 9:00 a.m. until 3:00 p.m. 

MARK YOUR CALENDARS FOR . . .  

Children’s Sunday School Parents:  We are taking a month off (March) from Sunday School 

and will resume in April through May. 

Tuesday Morning Bible Study:  The next Bible Study will be on Tuesday, March 9, at 10:30 

a.m.  A  Zoom invitation will be emailed on the Monday prior. 

Church Council Meeting:  On Tuesday, March 9 at 6:30 p.m., there will be a church council 

meeting via Zoom. 

Drive-by Communion:  NEXT Sunday, March 14, from 12:00 to 2:00 p.m., all area groups, 

weather permitting. 

Easter Candy:  We are collecting Easter Candy for our annual Easter Egg Hunt.  While you 

are out and about please grab a bag of candy or two and drop it off at the Rummel house. No 

nuts, no gum, individually wrapped. I have the eggs at my house to stuff and we will do porch 

delivery again this year. Thanks in advance for helping us out. 

Easter Lilies:  A Constant Contact will be coming out soon with a form to purchase Easter 

lilies and/or pay for a potted palm rental for Palm Sunday.  Easter lilies are $13 each this year 

and palm tree rentals are $15 each.  Pastor Tina has asked for only two potted palm trees.  You 

may pick your lilies up anytime after worship on Easter Sunday, April 4. 

Palms:  You may pick up palm fronds/strips at the church for you and your family members 

after 12 p.m. on March 22 through the end of the week. 

Lenten Wednesdays: Created for Community:  Even if we can't gather together for a meal 

and conversation in person, doesn't mean we can't still gather together on the Wednesday 

evenings of Lent.  Every Wednesday evening throughout the Lenten season we will gather via 

Zoom at 6:30 p.m. for worship and conversation.  Each week we will focus on a different 

form of community that we participate in.  There will be time for prayer, scripture, small group 

conversation, and time to reflect as a community together.  It will be a chance for us to see 

each other during worship and talk and share time and faith reflections, so that even as we have 

to be apart we can walk our Lenten journey together. 

Schedule 

3/10: In community with our neighbor 

3/17: In community with those on the margins 

3/24: In community with Christ 



A Zoom link for worship will be sent out every Wednesday morning.  If you need help 

installing Zoom on your device, please contact the church office or Pastor Tina and we will 

help you get set up. 

 

VANCO Online giving:   

The procedure to use the online offering system, VANCO, is very user-friendly.  Just go to 

Trinity’s website, http://www.trinitylutheran-nn.com (see below), and click on the green 

“online giving” link on the homepage.   

Being able to send your offering donations electronically is especially important during the 

current pandemic, and we hope that this will be an opportunity for members, friends and 

visitors to support the ongoing work of the church easily and from the comfort of home. 

If you have questions about the donation site or how to make your donation, please don’t 

hesitate to contact the church office, 245-7861.  

Procedure for online giving: 

 Go to:  http://trinitylutheran-nn.com/  

 Press the green “online giving” link.     
 

PRAYER LIST 

ILLNESS, SURGERY, RECOVERY, SHUT-INS: Nursing Homes:  Jeanette Cantrell (The 

Chesapeake, 955 Harpersville Road, AL302, Newport News, VA, 23601); Millie Christensen 

(Morningside:  Rm. 131; Charles Kessler (The Chesapeake - Assisted Living, Rm.207); 

Lucille Lebold (Williamsburg Landing, Memory Care Unit); Barbara Olson, (The Chesapeake, 

Rm. 3013); Shut-in at Home:  Janet Edwards, Gerda Hudgens, Joan Johnston and Doris 

Moeser. 

SPECIAL PRAYER REQUESTS:  The Ahlen Family, Anne Brady (mother of Marc 

Ahlen), Paige Ahlen, requested by Kathy Stevens; Bill Nuckols (father), Carolyn Patterson, 

Shirley Skinner, and Oxana Sidor (and the friends and family of Mr. Kim Lassiter 

(special friend), requested by Patricia Fielding; Hannelore Voss (Karoline’s mother), 

requested by the Ardis family; Jack and Sharon (Sherry) Johnston and Pam Little 

(Donna’s sisters), requested by Grant and Donna Owens; Bonnie Carlson, requested by Dave 

Carlson; Molly Chartrand (Jacob’s co-worker), requested by Patricia Wessler; Michael 

May, requested by Jon May; Millie Christensen (COVID); Kathleen Pietrasantra; Dee 

Klapperich; Mary Lucia Spake (daughter), requested by Bill Solomon; Officer Chuck 

Taylor (COVID complications), requested by Todd Recupero; June Geyer (grandmother), 

requested by Patricia Wessler; Laura Jones and Jenny Tripp, requested by Suzanne 

Beckstoffer; Catherine Dycus (100 year old friend with COVID), requested by Sandy 

Cobb; Pat and Pearl O’Connell, requested by Pearl O’Connell; Tom Bossermna (hip 

trinitylutheran-nn.com/


surgery), requested by Bob and Nancy Schappert;  the friends and family of Shirley 

Hopkins, requested by Laura Davis; the friends and family of Jim Gribble and the friends 

and family of Terri Winkleman (friend of Pastor Tina’s family), requested by Pastor Tina 

Melusky and the friends and family of Pauline Eley (neighbor), requested by Sandy Cobb. 

Those Who Serve, Military and Civilian Duty:  James Fielding, Marine Corps; Georgia; 

Bryan Hunt, State Dept., Washington, D. C.; Eric Lindfors, Deputy Commander US Naval 

Forces - Korea; Tyler Obara, Air Force National Guard, LAFB and Ashby Owens, Operation 

Smile.   


