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Fifth Sunday in Lent

INLENT

God promises Jeremiah that a “new covenant” will be made in the future: a covenant that will
allow all the people to know God by heart. The church sees this promise fulfilled in Christ,
who draws all people to himself when he is lifted up on the cross. Our baptismal covenant

draws us to God’s heart through Christ and draws God’s love and truth into our hearts. We
Jjoin together in worship, sharing in word, song, and meal, and leave strengthened to share
God'’s love with all the world.



Welcome members and guests to our worship service today. If you are visiting, we encourage you to sign the
guest register located in the narthex. Please include your home address, email address and phone number. In
each pew, there is a card that you can fill out if you wish to have a consult with the pastor and/or leave us more
information about you. Worship times on Sunday mornings are 8:15 and 10:45 a.m.

A nursery is available for children up to five years of age during the service. The nursery is located off the
hallway on the Huntington Avenue side of the church building. There are also “quiet bags” available for older
children to enjoy during the service. Please ask an usher about borrowing one.

Parents are invited to bring children from the nursery for Holy Communion to receive a blessing. If children
become restless or noisy during worship, parents are encouraged to take them in to and out of the sanctuary as
necessary.

Trinity offers an induction loop for the benefit of hearing impaired worshippers. To use, please switch your
hearing aid to “T.” If you are unsure if your hearing aid is compatible, please contact your audiologist.

Enlarged print sermon copies are available for the benefit of sight or hearing impaired worshippers. They can
be found in the bulletin rack just outside the sacristy kitchen, closest to the wheelchair ramp exit door.

Enlarged print sermon copies are available for the benefit of sight or hearing impaired worshippers. They
can be found in the bulletin rack just outside the sacristy kitchen, closes to the wheelchair ramp exit door.

The Reverend Tina Melusky, Pastor
Pastor Melusky’s office hours:
Monday: 9 - 2; Tuesday: 9 -10:30, 11:30 - 12:15
Wednesday 9:30 - 12; Thursday 9 - 12
(Times are sometimes flexible with monthly meetings,
but feel free to call for an appointment or drop in)
William C. Solomon, Interim Organist
Congregation of Trinity Lutheran, Ministers of the Word
6812 River Road, Newport News, VA 23607
Church office: (757) 245-7861; Pastor's cell: (734) 239-4013
www.trinitylutheran-nn.com

Trinity Lutheran is a partner church with Peninsula Pastoral Counseling Center.
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Carillon Call to Worship
Prelude
Announcements

Gathering

Confession and Forgiveness

Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God, the keeper of the covenant, the source of steadfast
love, our rock and our redeemer. Amen.

God hears us when we cry, and draws us close in Jesus Christ. Let us return to the one who
1s full of compassion.

Silence is kept for reflection.
Fountain of living water,

pour out your mercy over us.

Our sin is heavy, and we long to be free.

Rebuild what we have ruined

and mend what we have torn.

Wash us in your cleansing flood.

Make us alive in the Spirit

to follow in the way of Jesus,

as healers and restorers of the world you so love.
Amen.

Beloved, God’s word never fails. The promise rests on grace: by the saving love of Jesus
Christ, the wisdom and power of God, your sins are + forgiven, and God remembers them
no more. Journey in the way of Jesus. Amen.



Eternal Lord of Love, Behold Your Church
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Gathering Hymn
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far off yet here— the goal of all de - sire.
SO we are dead and live with you n God.
SO in - to life and glo - ry shall we wake.

The Greeting
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit

be with you all. And also with you.



Kyrie Your Heart, O God, Is Grieved ELW 602
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sak - en  Son our death is laid, and peace is  won.
Fa - ther move his heart to mer - cy at such love.
help us pray; bring joy and com - fort, come to  stay.
Prayer of the Day

O God, with steadfast love you draw us to yourself, and in mercy you receive our prayers.
Strengthen us to bring forth the fruits of the Spirit, that through life and death we may live
in your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy
Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.



Word
First Reading: Jeremiah 31:31-34

The Judeans in Babylon blamed their exile on their ancestors, who had broken the
covenant established at Sinai. Here the prophet looks to a day when God will make a new
covenant with the people. There will be no need to teach the law, because God will write it
on their hearts.

The days are surely coming, says the Lord, when I will make a new covenant with the
house of Israel and the house of Judah. It will not be like the covenant that I made with
their ancestors when I took them by the hand to bring them out of the land of Egypt—a
covenant that they broke, though I was their husband, says the Lord. But this is the
covenant that I will make with the house of Israel after those days, says the Lord: I will put
my law within them, and I will write it on their hearts; and I will be their God, and they
shall be my people. No longer shall they teach one another, or say to each other, “Know
the Lord,” for they shall all know me, from the least of them to the greatest, says the Lord;
for I will forgive their iniquity, and remember their sin no more.

Word of God, word of life. Thanks be to God.

Psalm 51:1-12 (read responsively)

Have mercy on me, O God, according to your steadfast love;
in your great compassion blot out my offenses.
Wash me through and through from my wickedness,
and cleanse me from my sin.
For I know my offenses,
and my sin is ever before me.
Against you only have I sinned and done what is evil in your sight;
so you are justified when you speak and right in your judgment.
Indeed, I was born steeped in wickedness,
a sinner from my mother’s womb.
Indeed, you delight in truth deep within me,
and would have me know wisdom deep within.
Remove my sins with hyssop, and I shall be clean;
wash me, and I shall be purer than snow.
Let me hear joy and gladness;
that the body you have broken may rejoice.
Hide your face from my sins,
and blot out all my wickedness.
Create in me a clean heart, O God,
and renew a right spirit within me.



Cast me not away from your presence,

and take not your Holy Spirit from me.
Restore to me the joy of your salvation

and sustain me with your bountiful Spirit.

Second Reading: Hebrews 5:5-10

Using priestly imagery and references to the Old Testament, the author explains how Christ
lived in trusting obedience to God, and so God has made Christ the source of our eternal
salvation.

Christ did not glorify himself in becoming a high priest, but was appointed by the one
who said to him,
“You are my Son,
today I have begotten you”;
as he says also in another place,
“You are a priest forever,
according to the order of Melchizedek.”

In the days of his flesh, Jesus offered up prayers and supplications, with loud cries and
tears, to the one who was able to save him from death, and he was heard because of his
reverent submission. Although he was a Son, he learned obedience through what he
suffered; and having been made perfect, he became the source of eternal salvation for all
who obey him, having been designated by God a high priest according to the order of
Melchizedek.

Word of God, word of life. Thanks be to God.

Gospel Lesson: John 12:20-33

Jesus entered Jerusalem for the last time to celebrate the Passover festival. Here Jesus’
words about seeds planted in the ground turn the disaster of his death into the promise of a
harvest in which everyone will be gathered. .

The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the 12th chapter. Glory to you, O Lord.

Now among those who went up to worship at the festival were some Greeks. They came to
Philip, who was from Bethsaida in Galilee, and said to him, “Sir, we wish to see

Jesus.” Philip went and told Andrew; then Andrew and Philip went and told Jesus. Jesus
answered them, “The hour has come for the Son of Man to be glorified. Very truly, I tell
you, unless a grain of wheat falls into the earth and dies, it remains just a single grain; but if
it dies, it bears much fruit. Those who love their life lose it, and those who hate their life in
this world will keep it for eternal life. Whoever serves me must follow me, and where I am,
there will my servant be also. Whoever serves me, the Father will honor.

“Now my soul is troubled. And what should I say—°‘Father, save me from this hour’? No, it



is for this reason that [ have come to this hour. Father, glorify your name.” Then a voice
came from heaven, “I have glorified it, and I will glorify it again.” The crowd standing
there heard it and said that it was thunder. Others said, “An angel has spoken to him.” Jesus
answered, “This voice has come for your sake, not for mine. Now is the judgment of this
world; now the ruler of this world will be driven out. And I, when I am lifted up from the
earth, will draw all people to myself.” He said this to indicate the kind of death he was to
die.

The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.
Time with the Children

Pastor Tina

Sermon Pastor Tina
Hymn of the Day When I Survey the Wondrous Cross ELW 803
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Apostles’ Creed

I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

Prayers of Intercession

Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.

Sharing of the Peace
The peace of the Lord be with you always. And also with you.

Thanksgiving for the Word

Praise and thanks to you, holy God, for by your Word you made all things: you spoke light
into darkness, called forth beauty from chaos, and brought life into being. For your Word of
life, O God,

we give you thanks and praise.

By your Word you called your people Israel to tell of your wonderful gifts: freedom from
captivity, water on the desert journey, a pathway home from exile, wisdom for life with
you. For your Word of life, O God,

we give you thanks and praise.

Through Jesus, your Word made flesh, you speak to us and call us to witness: forgiveness
through the cross, life to those entombed by death, the way of your self-giving love. For
your Word of life, O God,

we give you thanks and praise.



Send your Spirit of truth, O God; rekindle your gifts within us: renew our faith, increase
our hope, and deepen our love, for the sake of a world in need. Faithful to your Word, O
God, draw near to all who call on you; through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, to whom,
with you and the Holy Spirit, be honor and glory forever.

Amen.
Lord’s Prayer

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

Sending

Blessing

You are what God made you to be: created in Christ Jesus for good works, chosen as holy
and beloved, freed to serve your neighbor.

God bless you + that you may be a blessing, in the name of the holy and life-giving Trinity.
Amen.



Sending Hymn Oh, That the Lord Would Guide My Ways ELW 772
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Oh, that my God would grant me grace to know and do his  will!
let sin have no do - min-ion, Lord, but keep my con-science clear.
and should I e’er for - get your way, re - store your wan-d’ring sheep.
nor let my head or heart or hands of - fend a- gainst my  God.
Dismissal

Go in peace. Share the good news. Thanks be to God.

ANNOUNCEMENTS
Church Office Hours: Mondays through Thursdays, 9:00 a.m. until 3:00 p.m.
MARK YOUR CALENDARS FOR....

Tuesday Morning Bible Study: The next Bible Study will be on Tuesday, March 23, at
10:30 a.m. A Zoom invitation will be emailed on the Monday prior.

Easter Lilies: A Constant Contact was sent out recently with a form to donate Easter lilies
and/or pay for a potted palm rental for Palm Sunday. Easter lilies are $13 each this year and
palm tree rentals are $15 each. Pastor Tina has asked for only two potted palm trees. You may
pick up your lilies after the service on Easter Sunday.

Tapestry Conversations: There will be one moreTapestry discussion about the film called
The Help. - TODAY! A zoom invitation should have gone out through Constant Contact for
the 1:00 p.m. meeting. All are welcome to join in.

Lenten Wednesdays: Created for Community: Even if we can't gather together for a meal
and conversation in person, doesn't mean we can't still gather together on the Wednesday
evenings of Lent. Every Wednesday evening throughout the Lenten season we will gather via
Zoom at 6:30 p.m. for worship and conversation. Each week we will focus on a different
form of community that we participate in. There will be time for prayer, scripture, small group



conversation, and time to reflect as a community together. It will be a chance for us to see
each other during worship and talk and share time and faith reflections, so that even as we
have to be apart we can walk our Lenten journey together.

Schedule
3/24: In community with Christ

A Zoom link for worship will be sent out every Wednesday morning. If you need help
installing Zoom on your device, please contact the church office or Pastor Tina and we will
help you get set up.

Giving to Trinity: There are a number of ways that members can give their donations to
Trinity Lutheran Church during these times when we are not physically in church.

1. You may write a check and mail it in. It can be addressed to the attention of Carol
Bessom, Trinity Lutheran Church, 6812 River Road, Newport News, VA, 23607.

2. During the church office hours, you may come in to hand deliver your donation to Anne,
Carol or Pastor Tina.

3. Set up an automatic withdrawal from your own bank, which will then send it to Trinity.
And lastly, the newest method i1s the . . .
4. VANCO Online giving:

If you have questions about the donation site or how to make your donation, please don’t
hesitate to contact the church office, 245-7861.

Procedure for online giving:

Go to: http://trinitylutheran-nn.com/

Press the green “online giving” link.

PRAYER LIST

ILLNESS, SURGERY, RECOVERY, SHUT-INS: Nursing Homes: Pending Surgery:
Brad Goodman (March 24, hip surgery); Jeanette Cantrell (The Chesapeake, 955 Harpersville
Road, AL302, Newport News, VA, 23601); Millie Christensen (Morningside: Rm. 131;
Charles Kessler (The Chesapeake - Assisted Living, Rm.207); Lucille Lebold (Williamsburg
Landing, Memory Care Unit); Barbara Olson, (The Chesapeake, Rm. 3013); Shut-in at
Home: Janet Edwards, Gerda Hudgens, Joan Johnston and Doris Moeser.

SPECIAL PRAYER REQUESTS: The Ahlen Family, Anne Brady (mother of Marc
Ahlen), Paige Ahlen and Maria Goldsby, requested by Kathy Stevens; Bill Nuckols
(father), Carolyn Patterson, Shirley Skinner, and Oxana Sidor (and the friends and
family of Mr. Kim Lassiter (special friend), requested by Patricia Fielding; Hannelore Voss
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(Karoline’s mother), requested by the Ardis family; Jack and Sharon (Sherry) Johnston
and Pam Little (Donna’s sisters), requested by Grant and Donna Owens; Bonnie Carlson,
requested by Dave Carlson; Molly Chartrand (Jacob’s co-worker), requested by Patricia
Wessler; Michael May, requested by Jon May; Millie Christensen (COVID); Kathleen
Pietrasantra; Dee Klapperich; Mary Lucia Spake (daughter), requested by Bill Solomon;
Officer Chuck Taylor (COVID complications), requested by Todd Recupero; June Geyer
(grandmother), requested by Patricia Wessler; Laura Jones and Jenny Tripp, requested by
Suzanne Beckstoffer; Catherine Dycus (100 year old friend with COVID), requested by
Sandy Cobb; Pauline Eley (neighbor), requested by Sandy Cobb; Tom Bossermna (hip
surgery), requested by Bob and Nancy Schappert; Patty Scheck (sister), requested by Sandy
Sniady; the friends and family of Shirley Hopkins, requested by Laura Davis; the friends
and family of Jim Gribble and the friends and family of Terri Winkleman (friend of
Pastor Tina’s family), requested by Pastor Tina Melusky.

Those Who Serve, Military and Civilian Duty: James Fielding, Marine Corps; Georgia;
Bryan Hunt, State Dept., Washington, D. C.; Eric Lindfors, Deputy Commander US Naval
Forces - Korea; Tyler Obara, Air Force National Guard, LAFB and Ashby Owens, Operation
Smile.

CHRISTIAN HOPE AND SYMPATHY are extended to the family and friends of our
member, Diana Behlmar, who passed away on Monday, March 15, 2021. A brief obituary
can be found at: https://www.echovita.com/us/obituaries/va/hampton/diana-behlmar-
12456704 or at Dignity Memorial in the care of Parklawn - Wood Funeral Home and
Memorial Park: https://www.dignitymemorial.com/obituaries/hampton-va/diana-behlmar-

10107764. As soon as we receive more information, we will post it.

Please keep Michael, Mikayla, Aunt, Cindy Behlmar and Grandmother, Bobbie Gribble and
their friends and family members in your thoughts and prayers. “Thanks be to God who gives
us victory over death through Jesus Christ our Lord.”




