
Trinity Evangelical Lutheran Church 

10:00 AM Facebook Worship Service  

April 4, 2021 

Resurrection of Our Lord:  Easter 

Christ is risen! Jesus is alive, and God has swallowed up death forever. With Mary 

Magdalene, Mary the mother of James, and Salome, we may feel astonished and 

confused, unsure of what to make of the empty tomb. But this is why we gather: to 

proclaim, witness, praise, and affirm the liberating reality of Christ’s death and 

resurrection. In word and feast, we celebrate God’s unending love, and depart to 

share this good news with all the world. Alleluia!  



Thank you for joining us online as a new way of connecting to God’s word as we transition 

during this time of social distancing to protect ourselves and others.  

 

Please feel free to contact Pastor Tina if you need help in any way during this time.  Her 

phone number is listed below.  Just know that she is a phone call away. 

The Reverend Tina Melusky, Pastor 

Pastor Melusky’s office hours: 

Monday:  9 - 2 ; Tuesday:  9 -10:30, 11:30 - 12:15 

Wednesday 9:30 - 12; Thursday 9 - 12 

(Times are sometimes flexible with monthly meetings,  

but feel free to call for an appointment or drop in) 

William C. Solomon, Interim Organist 

Congregation of Trinity Lutheran, Ministers of the Word 

6812 River Road, Newport News, VA 23607 

Church office:  (757) 245-7861; Pastor's cell:  (734) 239-4013 

www.trinitylutheran-nn.com 

Trinity Lutheran is a partner church with Peninsula Pastoral Counseling Center. 

 

Cover image found online at https://www.art.com/gallery/id--b7912/easter-posters.htm; 

 Back cover image found online at ieasterimages.com 



Carillon Call to Worship 

Prelude  

Announcements 

 Gathering 

Litany  

 Christ is risen! He is risen indeed!  

 Christ is risen! He is risen indeed!  

 Christ is risen! He is risen indeed! Alleluia!  

Thanksgiving for Baptism  

 Refreshed by the resurrection life we share in Christ, let us give thanks for the gift of 

 baptism. 

 

 We thank you, risen Christ, 

 for these waters where you make us new, leading us from death to life, from tears to 

 joy. 

 

 We bless you, risen Christ, that your Spirit comes to us in the grace-filled waters of rebirth, 

 like rains to our thirsting earth,  

 like streams that revive our souls, 

 like cups of cool water shared with strangers. 

 

 Breathe your peace on your church when we hide in fear. 

 Clothe us with your mercy and forgiveness. 

 Send us companions on our journey as we share your life. 

 

 Make us one, risen Christ. 

 Cleanse our hearts. Shower us with life. 

 

 To you be given all praise, with the Holy Spirit, in the glory of God, now and forever. 

 Amen. 



Greeting 

 The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit 
 be with you all.  And also with you.  

Gathering Hymn Jesus Christ is Risen Today ELW 365 



Hymn of Praise 



Prayer of the Day 

 O God, you gave your only Son to suffer death on the cross for our redemption, and by his 

 glorious resurrection you delivered us from the power of death. Make us die every day to 

 sin, that we may live with him forever in the joy of the resurrection, through your Son, 

 Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 

 and forever.  Amen. 

First Reading:  Acts 10:34-43 

 Peter crosses the immense religious and social boundary that separates Jews from Gentiles 
 in order to proclaim the good news of Jesus’ life, death, and resurrection, so that God’s 
 forgiveness in Jesus’ name would reach out to all people.  

 Peter began to speak to the people: “I truly understand that God shows no partiality, but in 

 every nation anyone who fears him and does what is right is acceptable to him.  You know 

 the message he sent to the people of Israel, preaching peace by Jesus Christ—he is Lord of 

 all.  That message spread throughout Judea, beginning in Galilee after the baptism that 

 John announced: how God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and with 

 power; how he went about doing good and healing all who were oppressed by the devil, 

 for God was with him.  We are witnesses to all that he did both in Judea and in Jerusalem. 

 They put him to death by hanging him on a tree; but God raised him on the third day and 

 allowed him to appear, not to all the people but to us who were chosen by God as 

 witnesses, and who ate and drank with him after he rose from the dead.  He commanded us 

 to preach to the people and to testify that he is the one ordained by God as judge of the 

 living and the dead.  All the prophets testify about him that everyone who believes in him 

 receives forgiveness of sins through his name.”   

 Word of God, word of life.  Thanks be to God. 

Psalm:  118:1-2, 14-24 

 Give thanks to the Lord, for the Lord is good; 

  God’s mercy endures forever. 

  Let Israel now declare, 

  “God’s mercy endures forever.” 

  The Lord is my strength and my song, 

  and has become my salvation. 

  Shouts of rejoicing and salvation echo in the tents of the righteous: 

  “The right hand of the Lord acts valiantly! 

  The right hand of the Lord is exalted! 

  The right hand of the Lord acts valiantly!” 

  I shall not die, but live, 

  and declare the works of the Lord.  



  The Lord indeed punished me sorely, 

  but did not hand me over to death. 

  Open for me the gates of righteousness; 

  I will enter them and give thanks to the Lord. 

  “This is the gate of the Lord; 

  here the righteous may enter.” 

  I give thanks to you, for you have answered me 

  and you have become my salvation.  

  The stone that the builders rejected 

  has become the chief cornerstone. 

  By the Lord has this been done; 

  it is marvelous in our eyes. 

  This is the day that the Lord has made; 

  let us rejoice and be glad in it.   

Second Reading:   1 Corinthians 15:1-11 

 The core of the Christian faith and Paul’s preaching is the death and resurrection of Jesus 

 Christ. As the crucified and risen Christ appeared to the earliest of his followers, so we 

 experience the presence of the Risen One in the preaching of this faith.  

 Now I would remind you, brothers and sisters, of the good news that I proclaimed to you, 

 which you in turn received, in which also you stand, through which also you are being 

 saved, if you hold firmly to the message that I proclaimed to you—unless you have come 

 to believe in vain. 

    For I handed on to you as of first importance what I in turn had received: that Christ died 

 for our sins in accordance with the scriptures, and that he was buried, and that he was 

 raised  on the third day in accordance with the scriptures, and that he appeared to Cephas, 

 then to the twelve.  Then he appeared to more than five hundred brothers and sisters at one 

 time, most of whom are still alive, though some have died.  Then he appeared to James, 

 then to all the apostles.  Last of all, as to one untimely born, he appeared also to me.  For I 

 am the least of the apostles, unfit to be called an apostle, because I persecuted the church 

 of God. But by the grace of God I am what I am, and his grace toward me has not been in 

 vain. On the contrary, I worked harder than any of them—though it was not I, but the 

 grace of God that is with me.  Whether then it was I or they, so we proclaim and so you 

 have come to believe.   

 Word of God, word of life.  Thanks be to God. 



Gospel:  Mark 16:1-8 

 Sorrow gives way to “fear and great joy” when two women are sent by an angel to proclaim 

 the good news: Jesus is risen!  

 The Holy Gospel according to St. Mark, the 16th chapter.  Glory to you, O Lord. 

 When the sabbath was over, Mary Magdalene, and Mary the mother of James, and Salome 

 bought spices, so that they might go and anoint Jesus’ body.  And very early on the first day 

 of the week, when the sun had risen, they went to the tomb.  They had been saying to one 

 another, “Who will roll away the stone for us from the entrance to the tomb?”  When they 

 looked up, they saw that the stone, which was very large, had already been rolled back.  As 

 they entered the tomb, they saw a young man, dressed in a white robe, sitting on the right 

 side; and they were alarmed.  But he said to them, “Do not be alarmed; you are looking for 

 Jesus of Nazareth, who was crucified. He has been raised; he is not here. Look, there is the 

 place they laid him.  But go, tell his disciples and Peter that he is going ahead of you to 

 Galilee; there you will see him, just as he told you.”  So they went out and fled from the 

 tomb, for terror and amazement had seized them; and they said nothing to anyone, for they 

 were afraid.   

 The Gospel of the Lord.  Praise to you, O Christ. 

Children’s Chat  Pastor Tina 

Sermon  Pastor Tina 



Hymn of the Day The Strife is O’er, the Battle Done ELW 366 

Nicene Creed 

 We believe in one God,  

 the Father, the Almighty,  

 maker of heaven and earth,  

 of all that is, seen and unseen.  

 We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,  

 the only Son of God,  

 eternally begotten of the Father,  

 God from God, Light from Light,  

 true God from true God,  

 begotten, not made,  

 of one Being with the Father;  

 through him all things were made.  

 For us and for our salvation  

 he came down from heaven,  



 was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary  

 and became truly human.  

 For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;  

 he suffered death and was buried.  

 On the third day he rose again  

 in accordance with the scriptures;  

 he ascended into heaven  

 and is seated at the right hand of the Father.  

 He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,  

 and his kingdom will have no end.  

 We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,  

  who proceeds from the Father and the Son,*  

  who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified,  

  who has spoken through the prophets.  

  We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church.  

  We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.  

  We look for the resurrection of the dead,  

   and the life of the world to come.  Amen.  

 

Prayers of Intercession  
 

 Hear us O God. Your mercy is great.  

 

Sharing of the Peace 
 

 The peace of the Lord be with you always.  And also with you. 

 

Thanksgiving for the Word 

 Praise and thanks to you, holy God, for by your Word you made all things: you spoke light 

 into darkness, called forth beauty from chaos, and brought life into being. For your Word 

 of life, O God, 

 we give you thanks and praise. 

 By your Word you called your people Israel to tell of your wonderful gifts: freedom from 

 captivity, water on the desert journey, a pathway home from exile, wisdom for life with 

 you. For your Word of life, O God, 

 we give you thanks and praise. 

 Through Jesus, your Word made flesh, you speak to us and call us to witness: forgiveness 

 through the cross, life to those entombed by death, the way of your self-giving love. For 

 your Word of life, O God, 

 we give you thanks and praise. 



 Send your Spirit of truth, O God; rekindle your gifts within us: renew our faith, increase 

 our hope, and deepen our love, for the sake of a world in need. Faithful to your Word, O  

 God, draw near to all who call on you; through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, to whom, 

 with you and the Holy Spirit, be honor and glory forever. 

 Amen.  

Lord’s Prayer  

 

 Our Father, who art in heaven,  

  hallowed be thy name,  

  thy kingdom come,  

  thy will be done,  

   on earth as it is in heaven.  

 Give us this day our daily bread;  

 and forgive us our trespasses,  

  as we forgive those  

   who trespass against us;  

 and lead us not into temptation,  

  but deliver us from evil.  

 For thine is the kingdom,  

  and the power, and the glory,  

  forever and ever.  Amen.  



Blessing 

  

 May our glorious God grant you a spirit of wisdom to know and to love the risen Lord 

 Jesus.   The God of life, Father, + Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever.  

 Amen. 

 

Sending Hymn Thine is the Glory ELW 376 

Dismissal 

 

 Christ is risen, just as he said. 

 Go in peace. Share the good news. Alleluia! 

 Thanks be to God.  Alleluia! 



ANNOUNCEMENTS  

Church Office Hours:  Mondays through Thursdays, 9:00 a.m. until 3:00 p.m. 

THE CHURCH OFFICE WILL BE CLOSED ON MONDAY,  APRIL 5, FOR THE 

EASTER HOLIDAY.  We will reopen on Tuesday, April 6, 2021. 

MARK YOUR CALENDARS FOR . . .  

Tuesday Morning Bible Study:  The next Bible Study will be on Tuesday, April 6, at 10:30 

a.m.  A  Zoom invitation will be emailed on the Monday prior. 

Worship and Music Committee:  The next meeting will be on Tuesday, April 6, at 6:30 

p.m.  A Zoom invitation will be emailed out  at a later date. 

Finance Committee meeting:  On Thursday, April 8 at 6:30 p.m., there will be a Finance 

Committee meeting.  A Zoom invitation will be emailed out at a later date. 

Easter Lily Removal:  Several people have requested to have their Easter lily placed outside 

the double glass doors after the service on Easter morning.  If you read this announcement 

online before Sunday morning, we will be glad to set out yours as well.  Otherwise, please pick 

up your lily(ies) by the end of the week. 

Drive-by Communion:  The Worship and Music committee will be meeting soon to discuss 

when we can have another Drive-by communion. 

Dedication of the Carillon:  Next Sunday, April 11, we will dedicate our carillon that has 

been playing all of the lovely, musical bell chimes that we have been hearing on Sunday 

morning and the staff hears on a regular basis during the week.  Thank you Dave and Bonnie 

Carlson for this most magnificent gift! 

VA Synod Assembly:  We are looking for two (2) voting representatives for the Synod 

Assembly this year.  It is on June 12, from 10 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.—all virtual.  If you are 

interested, please let Pastor Tina know ASAP.  Thanks! 

 

Giving to Trinity:  There are a number of ways that members can give their donations to 

Trinity Lutheran Church during these times when we are not physically in church.  

1. You may write a check and mail it in.  It can be addressed to the attention of Carol Bessom,  

 Trinity Lutheran Church, 6812 River Road, Newport News, VA, 23607.   

2.  During the church office hours, you may come in to hand deliver your donation to Anne, 

 Carol or Pastor Tina. 

3. Set up an automatic withdrawal from your own bank, which will then send it to Trinity. 

4. And lastly, the newest method is the . . .  



5. 4. VANCO Online giving:  If you have questions about the donation site or how to make 

your donation, please don’t hesitate to contact the church office, 245-7861.  

Procedure for online giving: 

 Go to:  http://trinitylutheran-nn.com/  

 Press the green “online giving” link.  

   

PRAYER LIST 

 

ILLNESS, SURGERY, RECOVERY, SHUT-INS:  Recovery:  Brad Goodman; Nursing 

Homes/Assisted Living: Jeanette Cantrell (The Chesapeake, 955 Harpersville Road, AL302, 

Newport News, VA, 23601); Millie Christensen (Morningside:  Rm. 131; Charles Kessler (The 

Chesapeake - Assisted Living, Rm.207); Lucille Lebold (Williamsburg Landing, Memory Care 

Unit); Barbara Olson, (The Chesapeake, Rm. 3013); Shut-in at Home:  Janet Edwards, Gerda 

Hudgens, Joan Johnston and Doris Moeser. 

SPECIAL PRAYER REQUESTS:  The Ahlen Family, Anne Brady (mother of Marc 

Ahlen), Paige Ahlen and Maria Goldsby, requested by Kathy Stevens; Carolyn Patterson, 

Shirley Skinner, and Oxana Sidor, requested by Patricia Fielding,  Hannelore Voss 

(Karoline’s mother), requested by the Ardis family; Jack and Sharon (Sherry) Johnston 

and Pam Little (Donna’s sisters), requested by Grant and Donna Owens; Bonnie Carlson, 

requested by Dave Carlson; Molly Chartrand (Jacob’s co-worker), requested by Patricia 

Wessler; Michael May, requested by Jon May; Millie Christensen; Kathleen Pietrasantra; 

Dee Klapperich; Mary Lucia Spake (daughter), requested by Bill Solomon; Officer 

Chuck Taylor (COVID complications), requested by Todd Recupero; June Geyer 

(grandmother), requested by Patricia Wessler; Laura Jones and Jenny Tripp, requested by 

Suzanne Beckstoffer; Patty Scheck (sister), requested by Sandy Sniady; Taylor Asher (Betty 

Hasel’s grandson), requested by Dan Jungkuntz and Patricia McClelland; Sandy Nelson, 

requested by Pastor Tina Melusky; the family and friends of Mickey Neubaum (Trinity 

member living in Raleigh, NC); the family and friends of Jim Gribble; the family and 

friends of Terri Winkleman (friend of Pastor Tina’s family), requested by Pastor Tina 

Melusky; the family and friends of Diana Dely Behlmar and the family and friends of Bill 

Nuckols (Patricia Fielding’s father). 

Those Who Serve, Military and Civilian Duty:  James Fielding, Marine Corps; Georgia; 

Bryan Hunt, State Dept., Washington, D. C.; Eric Lindfors, Deputy Commander US Naval 

Forces - Korea; Tyler Obara, Virginia Air National Guard, LAFB and Ashby Owens, Operation 

Smile.   




