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We hear anew the full story of Christmas with the full assurance of Christ’s coming to us in grace and hope. 

Our voices join the choirs of angels giving praise to God for these glorious works  



Welcome members and guests to our worship service today. If you are visiting, we encourage you to sign 

the guest register located in the narthex. Please include your home address, email address and phone number.  

Our worship services on Sunday mornings until June are at 8:30 and 11:00.  Sunday School for adults and 

children is held at 9:45 a.m. 

A nursery space is available, but there are no attendants. Please feel free to use the nursery for diaper chang-

ing, feeding or quiet time for your child or children. 

Trinity offers an induction loop for the benefit of hearing impaired worshippers. To use, please switch your 

hearing aid to “T.” If you are unsure if your hearing aid is compatible, please contact your audiologist. 

Enlarged print sermon copies are available for the benefit of sight or hearing impaired worshippers.   They 

are located on the table in the narthex. 

The Reverend Tina Melusky, Pastor 

Pastor Melusky’s office hours: 

Monday:  9 - 2 ; Tuesday:  9 -10:30, 11:30 - 12:15 

Wednesday 9:30 - 12; Thursday 9 - 12 

(Times are occasionally flexible with monthly meetings,  

but feel free to call for an appointment or drop in) 

Geoffrey Bell, Director of Music Ministries 

Congregation of Trinity Lutheran, Ministers of the Word 

6812 River Road, Newport News, VA 23607 

Church office:  (757) 245-7861; Pastor's cell:  (734) 239-4013 

Website:  www.trinitylutheran-nn.com 

Facebook:  Trinity Evangelical Lutheran Church Newport News VA 

or, Twitter:  @TrinityNN 

Link to Trinity Lutheran School website:  https://trinitynn.com/ 

Trinity Lutheran is a partner church with Peninsula Pastoral Counseling Center,  

LINK and THRIVE. 

Cover image from https://st-thomaseugene.net/2018/12/28/festival-of-lessons-carols/ 
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Carillon Call to Worship 

Prelude I Saw Three Ships arr. Joseph M. Martin
   

Announcements  

Gathering  

The assembly stands. 

Call to Worship 

 The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light. 

 The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it. 

 Those who dwelt in the land of deep darkness, on them light has shined. 

 We have beheld Christ’s glory, glory as of the only Son from the Father. 

 To us a child is born, to us a Son in given. 

 In the Word was life, and the life was the light of all people. 

Gathering Hymn Good Christian Friends, Rejoice  ELW 288 



 Lessons and Carols 

 

 The assembly is seated. 

 

Lesson 1:  Isaiah 9:2-7 Judy Hunt 

 The people who walked in darkness  

 have seen a great light; 

  those who lived in a land of deep darkness — 

  on them light has shined. 

  You have multiplied the nation, 

  you have increased its joy; 

  they rejoice before you 

  as with joy at the harvest, 

  as people exult when dividing plunder. 

  For the yoke of their burden, 

  and the bar across their shoulders, 

  the rod of their oppressor, 

  you have broken as on the day of Midian. 

  For all the boots of the tramping warriors 

  and all the garments rolled in blood 

  shall be burned as fuel for the fire. 

  For a child has been born for us, 

  a son given to us; 

  authority rests upon his shoulders; 

  and he is named 

  Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, 

  Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 

        

 Word of God, word of life.  Thanks be to God. 

 

   The assembly stands. 

Opening Prayer 

 Almighty God, you wonderfully created the dignity of human nature and yet more   

 wonderfully restored it. In your mercy, let us share the divine life of the one who came to 

 share our humanity, Jesus Christ, your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and 

 the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  Amen. 



Carol Awake!  Awake, and Greet the New Morn  ELW 242 



  The assembly sits. 

Lesson 2: Micah 5:2-5a Dave Roselius 

 But you, O Bethlehem of Ephrathah, 

  who are one of the little clans of Judah, 

  from you shall come forth for me 

  one who is to rule in Israel, 

 whose origin is from of old, 

  from ancient days. 

  Therefore he shall give them up until the time 

  when she who is in labor has brought forth; 

  then the rest of his kindred shall return 

  to the people of Israel. 

  And he shall stand and feed his flock in the strength of the LORD, 

  in the majesty of the name of the LORD his God. 

  And they shall live secure, for now he shall be great 

  to the ends of the earth; 

  and he shall be the one of peace.  

 Word of God, word of life.  Thanks be to God. 

  The assembly stands. 



Carol O Little Town of Bethlehem ELW 279 

  

  The assembly is seated. 



Lesson 3: Luke 1:26-35, 38  Sue Moeslein 

  In the sixth month, the angel Gabriel was sent by God to a town in Galilee called 

 Nazareth, to a virgin engaged to a man whose name was Joseph, of the house of David. 

 The virgin's name was Mary.  And he came to her and said, "Greetings, favored one! The 

 Lord is with you."  But she was much perplexed by his words and pondered what sort of 

 greeting this might be.  The angel said to her, "Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have found 

 favor with God.  And now, you will conceive in your womb and bear a son, and you will 

 name him Jesus.  He will be great, and will be called the Son of the Most High, and the 

 Lord God will give to him the throne of his ancestor David.  He will reign over the house 

 of  Jacob forever, and of his kingdom there will be no end."  Mary said to the angel, "How 

 can this be, since I am a virgin?"  The angel said to her, "The Holy Spirit will come upon 

 you, and the power of the Most High will overshadow you; therefore the child  to be born 

 will be holy; he will be called Son of God.  

 Then Mary said, "Here am I, the servant of the Lord; let it be with me according to your 

 word." Then the angel departed from her.  

 Word of God, word of life.  Thanks be to God. 

  The assembly stands. 



Carol The Angel Gabriel from Heaven Came ELW 265 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 The assembly is seated. 



Lesson 4: Luke 2:1-7   Judy Hunt 

 In those days a decree went out from Emperor Augustus that all the world should be 

 registered.  This was the first registration and was taken while Quirinius was governor of 

 Syria.  All went to their own towns to be registered.  Joseph also went from the town of 

 Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to the city of David called Bethlehem, because he was 

 descended from the house and family of David.  He went to be registered with Mary, to 

 whom he was engaged and who was expecting a child.  While they were there, the time 

 came for her to deliver her child.  And she gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped him 

 in bands of cloth, and laid him in a manger, because there was no place for them in the inn.  

 Word of God, word of life.  Thanks be to God. 

  The assembly stands. 

Carol Away in a Manger  ELW 277 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  The assembly sits. 



Lesson 5: Luke 2:8-16  Dave Roselius 

   In that region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping watch over their flock 

 by night.  Then an angel of the Lord stood before them, and the glory of the Lord shone 

 around them, and they were terrified.  But the angel said to them, "Do not be afraid; for see 

 — I am bringing you good news of great joy for all the people:  to you is born this day in 

 the city of David a Savior, who is the Messiah, the Lord.  This will be a sign for you: you 

 will find a child wrapped in bands of cloth and lying in a manger."  And suddenly there 

 was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host, praising God and saying, 

    "Glory to God in the highest heaven, 

    and on earth peace among those whom he favors!" 

  When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one  another, 

 "Let us go now to Bethlehem and see this thing that has taken place, which the Lord has 

 made known to us."  So they went with haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the child 

 lying in the manger.  

 Word of God, word of life. Thanks be to God. 

    The assembly stands. 

Carol  Angels From the Realms of Glory ELW 275 

    The assembly is seated. 



Lesson 6:  Luke 2:21-38  Sue Moeslein 

  After eight days had passed, it was time to circumcise the child; and he was called 

 Jesus, the name given by the angel before he was conceived in the womb. 

 When the time came for their purification according to the law of Moses, they brought him 

 up to Jerusalem to present him to the Lord (as it is written in the law of the Lord, "Every 

 firstborn male shall be designated as holy to the Lord"), and they offered a sacrifice 

 according to what is stated in the law of the Lord, "a pair of turtledoves or two young 

 pigeons."  Now there was a man in Jerusalem whose name was Simeon; this man was 

 righteous and devout, looking forward to the consolation of Israel, and the Holy Spirit 

 rested on him.  It had been revealed to him by the Holy Spirit that he would not  see death 

 before he had seen the Lord's Messiah.  Guided by the Spirit, Simeon came into the 

 temple; and when the parents brought in the child Jesus, to do for him what was customary 

 under the law, Simeon took him in his arms and praised God, saying, 

   "Master, now you are dismissing your servant in peace, 

   according to your word; 

   for my eyes have seen your salvation, 

   which you have prepared in the presence of all peoples, 

   a light for revelation to the Gentiles 

  and for glory to your people Israel." 

 And the child's father and mother were amazed at what was being said about him.  Then 

 Simeon blessed them and said to his mother Mary, "This child is destined for the falling

 and the rising of many in Israel, and to be a sign that will be opposed so that the inner 

 thoughts of many will be revealed — and a sword will pierce your own soul too." 

 There was also a prophet, Anna the daughter of Phanuel, of the tribe of Asher. She was 

 of a great age, having lived with her husband seven years after her marriage, then as a 

 widow to the age of eighty- four. She never left the temple but worshiped there with fasting 

 and prayer night and day.  At that moment she came, and began to praise God and to 

 speak about the child to all who were looking for the redemption of Jerusalem.  

 Word of God, word of life.  Thanks be to God. 

    The assembly remains seated. 

Carol   God Rest Ye Merry  arr. Geoffrey T. Bell 



Lesson 7: Matthew 2:1-11  Judy Hunt 

 In the time of King Herod, after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea, wise men from the 

 East came to Jerusalem, asking, "Where is the child who has been born  king of the Jews? 

 For we observed his star at its rising, and have come to pay him homage."  When King 

 Herod heard this, he was frightened, and all Jerusalem with  him; and calling together all 

the  chief priests and scribes of the people, he inquired of them where the Messiah was to be 

 born. They told him, "In Bethlehem of Judea; for so it has been written by the prophet: 

   'And you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, 

   are by no means least among the rulers of Judah; 

   for from you shall come a ruler 

   who is to shepherd my people Israel.'" 

 Then Herod secretly called for the wise men and learned from them the exact time  when 

 the star had appeared. Then he sent them to Bethlehem, saying, "Go and  search diligently 

 for the child; and when you have found him, bring me word so that I may also go and pay 

 him homage."  When they had heard the king, they set out; and there, ahead of them, went 

 the star that they had seen at its rising, until it stopped over the place where the child 

 was.  When they saw that the star had stopped, they were overwhelmed with joy.  On 

 entering the house, they saw the child with Mary his mother; and they knelt down and paid 

 him homage. Then, opening their treasure chests, they offered him gifts of gold, 

 frankincense, and myrrh.   

 Word of God, word of life.  Thanks be to God. 

  The assembly stands. 



Carol The First Noel  ELW 300 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  The assembly is seated. 



Lesson 8: Matthew 2:13-18  Dave Roselius 

 Now after they had left, an angel of the Lord appeared to Joseph in a dream and said, "Get 

 up, take the child and his mother, and flee to Egypt, and remain there until I tell you; for 

 Herod is about to search for the child, to destroy him."  Then Joseph got up, took the child 

 and his mother by night, and went to Egypt, and remained there until the death of Herod. 

 This was to fulfill what had been spoken by the Lord through the prophet, "Out of Egypt I 

 have called my son." 

 When Herod saw that he had been tricked by the wise men, he was infuriated, and he sent 

 and killed all the children in and around Bethlehem who were two years old or under, 

 according to the time that he had learned from the wise men.  Then was fulfilled what had 

 been spoken through the prophet Jeremiah: 

    "A voice was heard in Ramah, 

   wailing and loud lamentation, 

   Rachel weeping for her children; 

   she refused to be consoled, because they are no more."  

 Word of God, word of life.  Thanks be to God. 

   The assembly stands. 



Carol  It Came Upon the Midnight Clear ELW 282 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   The assembly is seated. 

 

 



Lesson 9:  John 1:1-14  Sue Moeslein 

  In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was 

 God.  He was in the beginning with God.  All things came into being through him, and 

 without him not one thing came into being. What has come into being  in him was life, and 

 the life was the light of all people.  The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did 

 not overcome it.  There was a man sent from God, whose name was John.  He came as a 

 witness to testify to the light, so that all might believe through him.  He himself was not the 

 light, but he came to testify to the light.  The true light, which enlightens everyone, was 

 coming into the world.  He was in the world, and the world came into being through him; 

 yet the world did not know him.  He came to what was his own, and his own people did not 

 accept him.  But to all who received him, who believed in his name, he gave power to 

 become children of God,  who were born, not of blood or of the will of the flesh or of the 

 will of man, but of God. And the Word became flesh and lived among us, and we have seen 

 his  glory, the glory as of a father's only son, full of grace and truth.  

 Word of God, word of life.  Thanks be to God. 

   The assembly stands. 



Carol  Hark! The Herald Angels Sing   ELW 270 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

   The assembly remains standing. 

 



Responsive Prayer 

  

 Glory to God in the highest, 

 and peace to God’s people on earth. 

 Blessed are you, Prince of peace. You rule the earth with truth and justice. 

 Send your gift of peace to all nations of the world. 

 Blessed are you, Son of Mary. You share our humanity. 

 Have mercy on the sick, the dying, and all who suffer this day. 

 Blessed are you, Son of God. You dwell among us as the Word made flesh. 

 Reveal yourself to us in word and sacrament that we may bear your light to all the 

 world.  Amen. 

     

Lord’s Prayer 

 Our Father, who art in heaven,  

  hallowed be thy name,  

  thy kingdom come,  

  thy will be done,  

  on earth as it is in heaven.  

 Give us this day our daily bread;  

 and forgive us our trespasses,  

            as we forgive those  

            who trespass against us;  

 and lead us not into temptation,  

            but deliver us from evil.  

 For thine is the kingdom,  

  and the power, and the glory,  

  forever and ever.   Amen. 

 

Blessing  

 Let us bless the Lord. 

 Thanks be to God. 

 

 Almighty God, who sent the Holy Spirit to Mary, proclaimed joy through the angels, 

 sent the shepherds with good news, and led the magi by a star, bless you this 

 day + through the Word made flesh.   

 Amen. 



Hymn  O, Come, All Ye Faithful  ELW 283 

 

Dismissal 

 Go in peace.  Share the gift of Jesus. 

 Thanks be to God. 

 

Postlude  Fanfare and Postlude on O Come, All Ye Faithful Aaron Shows 



ANNOUNCEMENTS  

Church and School offices will be closed on Monday, December 27 and Monday, January 

3.  Normal church hours are Monday through Thursday, 9:00 a.m. until 3:00 p.m. 

Vacation:  Pastor Tina will be on vacation Sunday afternoon, December 26 through January 2 

and will be back in the office on Monday, January 3.  Please contact the church office if you 

have any emergency.  She will be back on Sunday, January 2. 

Thank you!:  Trinity gives thanks to the three readers this morning, Judy Hunt, Sue Moeslein 

and David Roselius.  We appreciate your time and willingness to faithfully serve. 

Only ONE worship service:  On January 2, we will have one service at 10:00 a.m..  We 

welcome Chaplain Beth Woodard back to the pulpit as the supply pastor for the morning. 

Installation of New Council Members:  On Sunday, January 9, all candidates for church 

council will be installed at both worship services. 

Offering Boxes and Poinsettias:  If you paid for a poinsettia for Christmas, you may come 

pick it up while the students are still on their winter break between Sunday, December 26 and 

Sunday, January 2. They will be located in the main school foyer.  Also, offering boxes for 

2021 will be on a table in the same general area as the poinsettias.  Those who are using the 

online giving through VANCO are kindly requested to let the church office know if you still 

would like to have your offering box.  Remember to bring your key fob if you decide to come 

on the weekend and wear a mask.  PLEASE NOTE:  All poinsettias will be given away after 

January 2.  All offering boxes will be mailed after that date also. 

MARK YOUR CALENDARS FOR . . .  

Tuesday Morning Bible Study:  There will be NO Bible Study on Tuesday, December 28.  

Bible Study will resume on Tuesday, January 4. 

Worship and Music Committee:  Next Worship and Music committee meeting is January 4 

at 6:30 p.m. both in person and via Zoom.  The date to remove Christmas decorations/

undecorate/degreen the church will be on Sunday, January 2, after the 10:00 a.m. worship 

service. 

Finance Committee:  On Monday, January 10, the Finance Committee will meet in person 

and on Zoom in the Teacher’s Resource room at 6:30 p.m. 

VANCO Online giving:  The procedure is very user-friendly.  Just go to Trinity’s website, 

http://www.trinitylutheran-nn.com (see below), and click on the green “online giving” link on 

the homepage.   



Procedure for online giving: 

 Go to http://trinitylutheran-nn.com/  

 Press the green “online giving” link.   

FLOWERS:  In order to place an order for flowers to include an announcement in the 

bulletin, please contact the church office and pay for your flowers in advance.  This allows us 

enough time to contact the florist since we do not do flowers every week. 

Schappert’s New Address:  Due to health concerns, Bob and Nancy have recently relocated 

to Cary, NC near their daughter Susan.  Here is their new address:  Bob and Nancy Schappert, 

215 Brightmore Drive, Apartment 450, Cary, NC, 27518.  We will miss you Bob and Nancy! 

Manna Bags:  The first batch of Manna Bags are complete.  We are still collecting items and 

we still need items to complete quite a few more bags.  You can now pick up some Manna bags 

to hand out to those in need, if you so choose.  They are located at in the narthex and at the 

wheelchair ramp door on the River Road side of the church .  If you are not able to attend 

service, but do wish to participate in this project, please let the church office know and we will 

make necessary arrangements.  Here are the items we're still collecting: 

Mini Water Bottles    Applesauce    Granola Bars 

Individual Boxes of Raisins  Mini Hand Sanitizers  Gallon-Sized Ziploc 

            Bags 

YOUTH NEWS! 

Pure Vida Bracelets Fundraiser for National Youth Gathering:  Great Stocking Stuffers:  

The youth are selling Pure Vida bracelets to help raise money for the ELCA National Youth 

Gathering in 2024/  The bracelets are $5 each.  An order form was sent out via Constant 

Contact on December 2; however, there are some forms located on the table in the narthex.  

There is no deadline to turn in your form.  Please help support our youth! 

Winter Celebration:  Please remember, once you are registered for Winter Cel, you must 

send a copy of your COVID vaccination card to Dave Delaney at delaney@vasynod.org.  

All participants must be fully vaccinated before the start of the event.  Also after registering, 

make sure that you go online and let Kelly Rummel know via the Facebook page that you can 

attend and if you will be going virtually or in person.  Please speak with Kelly Rummel if you 

have any questions.  

Bowling Afternoon:  The youth group is planning an afternoon of bowling following the 

second service on Sunday, January 9.  Meet in the lobby by the glass doors and we will 

carpool over to York Lanes on George Washington Memorial Highway.  Make sure that you 

bring $20 with you for lunch (pizza and drinks), bowling, and renting shoes.  Parents can pick 

their youth up at York Lanes by 3 PM.   

PRAYER LIST 

Of%20course,%20you%20may%20also%20continue%20to%20donate%20through%20whatever%20other%20methods%20work%20best%20for%20you.%20C:/Users/Church%20Office/Documents/2009%20to%202015


ILLNESS, SURGERY, RECOVERY, SHUT-INS:  Recovery: Nancy Lindfors; Rehab:  Pat 

O’Connell - (Warwick Forest, The Gardens, Room 327); Nursing Homes/Assisted Living: 

Jeanette Cantrell (The Chesapeake, 955 Harpersville Road, AL302, Newport News, VA, 

23601); Millie Christensen (Morningside:  Rm. 131; Lucille Lebold (Williamsburg Landing, 

Memory Care Unit); NEW!  Joan Johnston (The Newport—Rm 33); Shut-in at Home:  Janet 

Edwards, Gerda Hudgens, and Doris Moeser. 

SPECIAL PRAYER REQUESTS:  The Ahlen Family, requested by Kathy Stevens; 

Hannelore Voss (Karoline’s mother), requested by the Ardis family; Jack and Sharon 

(Sherry) Johnston and Pam Little (Donna’s sisters), requested by Grant and Donna Owens; 

Bonnie Carlson, requested by Dave Carlson;  Sandy Nelson, requested by Pastor Tina 

Melusky; Matt Adamo (Brother-in-law of Patricia) and Rachel and Matthew Bradley and 

their unborn twins, requested by Patricia Fielding; Bob and Nancy Schappert; Pearl 

O’Connell;  Ben Nelson, requested by Laura Davis; Pamela Smith Jones (Patricia’s sister), 

requested by Patricia McClelland; Pamela Bosserman (NEW ADDRESS—4521 Thorncroft 

Drive, Glen Allen, VA, 23060), requested by Bill Solomon;  Donald Hall (son), requested by 

Susan Hall; Mary Lucia Spake, requested by Bill Solomon;  Peggy Cash, requested by Dottie 

Self; Ms. Marley Keefer, requested by Glen Titus; Nancy Lindfors and the family and 

friends of Don Golden. 

Those Who Serve, Military and Civilian Duty:  James Fielding, State Dept., Myanmar; 

Bryan Hunt, State Dept., Washington, D. C.; Eric Lindfors, Deputy Commander US Naval 

Forces - Korea; Tyler Obara, Virginia Air National Guard, LAFB,; Ashby Owens, Operation 

Smile; and Josh and Ellen (Davis) Badgley, State Department, Bangkok, Thailand, NEW!  

Michael Titus, US Navy, Naval Shipyard, Washington, DC and Elisabeth Bruce (Titus’ 

daughter-in-law) Elisabeth Bruce, Dept. of Justice, Washington, DC. 

 

Today, the chancel greenery is given to the Glory of God by Trinity Lutheran Church. 

 

 

 

 

 

 


