Trinity Evangelical Lutheran Church

Ninth Sunday After Pentecost
10:00 AM Worship Service ¢ July 30, 2023

Now the Feast and Celebration

As Solomon prays for wisdom, we seek to more deeply know the treasures of faith. In today’s
gospel Jesus offers everyday images that reveal to us the reign of God: a tree that becomes a
sheltering home, yeast that penetrates and expands, a treasured pearl, a net that gains a great

catch. Even as we seek the riches of God’s reign, the great surprise is that God'’s grace finds
us first!



Welcome members and guests to our worship service today. If you are visiting, we encourage you
to sign the guest register located in the narthex; or, if you are online during our worship service,
drop us a line to say hello or that you and your family are attending, so that we know you have
joined us for worship. For those who come in person, please include your home address, email
address and phone number. In each pew, there is a card that you can fill out if you wish to have a
consult with the pastor and/or leave us more information about you. Sunday School begins at 8:45
followed by a worship service at 10:00 AM on Sunday mornings. A nursery room is available
during the service. The nursery is located off the hallway on the Huntington Avenue side of the
church building. At this time, there are no nursery attendants. We also have “activity binders”
available for older children to enjoy during the service. Please ask an usher about using one.

Trinity offers an induction loop for the benefit of hearing impaired worshippers. To use, please
switch your hearing aid to “T.”
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CARILLON CALL TO WORSHIP
ANNOUNCEMENTS

PRELUDE When Morning Gilds the Skies arr. Jason D. Payne

GATHERING

The assembly stands. All may make the sign of the cross,
the sign marked at baptism, as the presiding minister begins.

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

Blessed be the holy Trinity,+ one God,
who greets us in this and every season,
whose word never fails,

whose promise is sure.

Amen.

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God
and of our neighbors.

Silence is kept for reflection.

Merciful God,

we confess that we have sinned.

We have hurt our community.

We have squandered your blessings.
We have hoarded your bounty.

In the name of Jesus,

forgive us and grant us your mercy.

God is a cup of cold water when we thirst.
God offers boundless grace when we fail.
Claim the gift of God’s mercy:

you are freed and forgiven

in the name of + Jesus Christ.

Amen.



GATHERING HYMN When Morning Gilds the Skies ELW 853
LAUDES DOMINI

GREETING

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the
Holy Spirit be with you all.

And also with you.
KYRIE Now the Feast booklet page 3
CANTICLE OF PRAISE Now the Feast booklet pages 4-5
SALUTATION Now the Feast booklet page 7

PRAYER OF THE DAY

The assembly is seated.
FIRST READING: 1 Kings 3:5-12

Because Solomon did not ask for long life, riches, or the defeat of his enemies, God gave him
what he asked for: wisdom to govern the people well.

At Gibeon the Lord appeared to Solomon in a dream by night; and God said,
“Ask what I should give you.” And Solomon said, “You have shown great and
steadfast love to your servant my father David, because he walked before you in
faithfulness, in righteousness, and in uprightness of heart toward you; and you
have kept for him this great and steadfast love, and have given him a son to sit on
his throne today. And now, O Lord my God, you have made your servant king in
place of my father David, although I am only a little child; I do not know how to go
out or come in. And your servant is in the midst of the people whom you have
chosen, a great people, so numerous they cannot be numbered or counted. Give
your servant therefore an understanding mind to govern your people, able to
discern between good and evil; for who can govern this your great people?”

It pleased the Lord that Solomon had asked this. God said to him, “Because you
have asked this, and have not asked for yourself long life or riches, or for the life of
your enemies, but have asked for yourself understanding to discern what is right, I
now do according to your word. Indeed I give you a wise and discerning mind; no



one like you has been before you and no one like you shall arise after you.”

Word of God, word of life. Thanks be to God.
PSALM 119:129-136 (spoken responsively)

Your decrees are wonderful;

therefore I obey them with all my heart.
When your word is opened it gives light;

it gives understanding to the simple.
I open my mouth and pant

because I long for your commandments.
Turn to me and be gracious to me,

as you always do to those who love your name.
Order my footsteps in your word;

let no iniquity have dominion over me.
Rescue me from those who oppress me,

and I will keep your commandments.
Let your face shine upon your servant

and teach me your statutes.
My eyes shed streams of tears,

because people do not keep your teaching.

SECOND READING: Romans 8:26-39

These words celebrate the depth of God'’s actions for us. Through Christ’s death for us and
the activity of the Spirit praying for us, we are fused to God'’s love poured out in Jesus
Christ. Nothing, not even death itself, is able to separate us from such incredible divine love.

The Spirit helps us in our weakness; for we do not know how to pray as we
ought, but that very Spirit intercedes with sighs too deep for words. And God,
who searches the heart, knows what is the mind of the Spirit, because the Spirit
intercedes for the saints according to the will of God.

We know that all things work together for good for those who love God, who
are called according to God’s purpose. For those whom God foreknew, God also
predestined to be conformed to the image of God’s Son, in order that he might be
the firstborn within a large family. And those who were predestined were also
called; and those who were called were also justified; and those who were justified
were also glorified.



What then are we to say about these things? If God is for us, who is against
us? God, who did not withhold the only Son, but gave him up for all of us, will
God not with him also give us everything else? Who will bring any charge against
God’s elect? It is God who justifies. Who is to condemn? It is Christ Jesus, who
died, yes, who was raised, who is at the right hand of God, who indeed intercedes
for us. Who will separate us from the love of Christ? Will hardship, or distress, or
persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or peril, or sword? As it is written,

“For your sake we are being killed all day long;

we are accounted as sheep to be slaughtered.”
No, in all these things we are more than conquerors through God who loved
us. For I am convinced that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor rulers, nor
things present, nor things to come, nor powers, nor height, nor depth, nor anything
else in all creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus

our Lord.

Word of God, word of life. Thanks be to God.

The assembly stands.
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION Now the Feast booklet page 8
GOSPEL: Matthew 13:31-33, 44-52

Throughout Matthew’s gospel, Jesus and his disciples proclaim the good news that “the
kingdom of heaven is near!” Here, Jesus offers several brief parables that explore the
implications of this announcement for people’s lives.

The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the 13th chapter.
Glory to you, O Lord.

Jesus put before the crowds another parable: “The kingdom of heaven is like a
mustard seed that someone took and sowed in his field; it is the smallest of all the
seeds, but when it has grown it is the greatest of shrubs and becomes a tree, so that
the birds of the air come and make nests in its branches.”

He told them another parable: “The kingdom of heaven is like yeast that a
woman took and mixed in with three measures of flour until all of it was

leavened.”



“The kingdom of heaven is like treasure hidden in a field, which someone
found and hid; then in his joy he goes and sells all that he has and buys that field.

“Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a merchant in search of fine pearls; on
finding one pearl of great value, he went and sold all that he had and bought it.

“Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a net that was thrown into the sea and
caught fish of every kind; when it was full, they drew it ashore, sat down, and put
the good into baskets but threw out the bad. So it will be at the end of the age. The
angels will come out and separate the evil from the righteous and throw them into
the furnace of fire, where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.

“Have you understood all this?” They answered, “Yes.” And he said to them,
“Therefore every scribe who has been trained for the kingdom of heaven is like

the master of a household who brings out of his treasure what is new and what is
old.”

The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.

The assembly is seated.

CHILDREN’S CHAT Pastor Tina Melusky

SERMON Pastor Tina Melusky

The assembly stands.

HYMN OF THE DAY The Reign of God, Like Farmer’s Field ACS 952

DUNLAP’S CREEK

APOSTLE’S CREED

I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.



On the third day he rose again;

he ascended into heaven,

he is seated at the right hand of the Father,

and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,

the holy catholic church,

the communion of saints,

the forgiveness of sins,

the resurrection of the body,

and the life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

Hear us, O God, your mercy is great.

SHARING OF THE PEACE

The peace of the Lord be with you always. And also with you.

The assembly is seated.

RECEIVING OF TITHES AND OFFERINGS
OFFERTORY Prelude on Schmiicke Dich Johannes Brahms

OFFERTORY HYMN As the Grains of Wheat ~ Now the Feast booklet page 10

The assembly stands.

OFFERTORY PRAYER

God of field and forest, sea and sky,

you are the giver of all good things.
Sustain us with these gifts of your creation,
and multiply your graciousness in us,

that the world may be fed with your love,
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.



GREAT THANKSGIVING

SANCTUS
EUCHARISTIC PRAYER

LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

AGNUS DEI

COMMUNION

MEAL

Lamb of God

Now the Feast booklet page 11

Now the Feast booklet pages 11-12

Now the Feast Booklet page 14

Communion is held around the table. The bread will be handed to you by the pastor.
Please take a communion cup with wine from the outside edge of the tray or a grape juice
cup from the center of the tray. Recycle baskets are located outside of the sanctuary doors

for your plastic cups.

MusiCc DURING DISTRIBUTION

Soul, Adorn Yourself with Gladness

SCHMUCKE DICH

ELW 488



The assembly stands.

SENDING
TABLE BLESSING
POST-COMMUNION CANTICLE Thanks Be to You ~ Now the Feast booklet page 15
POST-COMMUNION PRAYER

SENDING

BLESSING

The God who calls across the cosmos and speaks in the smallest seed + bless,

keep, and sustain you now and to the end of the age. Amen.

SENDING HYMN Be Thou My Vision ELW 793
SLANE

DISMISSAL

Go in peace. Serve the harvest.
Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE Grand Choeur in B-flat 8th Théodore Dubois

PRAYER LISTS

ILLNESS, SURGERY, RECOVERY, SHUT-INS: Hospital: Richard Anderson
(Sentara Careplex, ICU); Nursing Homes/Assisted Living: Jeanette Cantrell, Millie
Christensen, Lucille Lebold ; Shut-in at Home: Peggy Cash, Janet Edwards, J.R.
Griffin, Gerda Hudgens, Doris Moeser, and Dick Sallade; Recovery At Home: Bonnie
Carlson, and Butch Klapperich.

PRAYER REQUESTS: The Ahlen Family and Bella and Mark Sandlass, requested
by Kathy Stevens; Hannelore Voss (Karoline’s mother), requested by the Ardis
family; Matt Adamo (Brother-in-law of Patricia) requested by Patricia Fielding; Matt
Eggar, requested by Sandy Sniady; Mary Lou Hubble (Jacob’s aunt), requested by the



Wessler family; Jessica Savage, requested by the Dail Family; Jonathan Blank (Pastor
Tina’s Brother-in-law) requested by Pastor Tina; Susan Koehlinger (Laura’s mother),
requested by Laura Jay; the family and friends of Hazel Woodard, requested by
Patricia Fielding; Jackie Judd (former teacher and friend), requested by Louise
Mozingo and Nancy Schappert.

Those Who Serve, Military and Civilian Duty: James Fielding, State Dept.,
Myanmar; Bryan Hunt, State Dept., Belleville, IL.; Eric Lindfors, Deputy Commander
US Naval Forces - Korea; Tyler Obara, Virginia Air National Guard, LAFB; Josh and
Ellen (Davis) Badgley, State Department, Bangkok, Thailand; Michael Titus, US
Navy, Naval Shipyard, Washington, DC and wife, Elisabeth Bruce.

The greenery today is presented to the Glory of God.

Serving the Assembly

Crucifer Nathan Rummel

Acolytes Lina Recupero

Emma Recupero

Torch Bearers Lois Jean Carpenter
Keegan Wise
Lector Karina Stevens
Ushers/Greeters/Presenters Anne Obara
Cliff Obara

Camera/Livestream Kelly Rummel




ELW 853

Text: German hymn, 19th cent.; tr. Robert Bridges, 1844-1930, alt.
Music: LAUDES DOMINI, Joseph Barnby, 1838-1896

GATHERING HYMN When Morning Gilds the Skies
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1 When morn-ing gilds the skies, my heart a - wak -ing cries:
2 When mirth for mu - sic  longs, this is my song of  songs:
3 No love-lier an - ti - phon in all high heav’n is  known
4 Let all  of hu - man - kind in  this their con - cord find:
5 Sing, sun and stars of  space, sing, all who see his face,
D |
)
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may  Je - sus Christ be praised! When eve - ning shad-ows fall,
may  Je - sus Christ be praised! God’s ho - ly house of prayer
than “Je - sus Christ be praised!” There to thee- ter - nal Word
may  Je - sus Christ be praised! Let all the earth a - round
sing, “Je - sus Christ be praised!” God’s whole cre - a - tion O’er,
e E——— . 2
this rings my cur - few  call: may Je - sus Christ be  praised!
has none that can com - pare with “Je - sus  Christ be  praised!”
thee - ter - nal psalm 1s  heard: oh, Je - sus Christ be praised!
ring joy - ous with the sound: may Je - sus Christ be  praised!
to - day and ev - er - more shall Je - sus Christ be  praised!




HYMN OF THE DAY

04

The Reign of God, Like Farmer’s Field

ACS 952
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1 The reign of God, like farm - er’s field, bears
2 The reign of God is like a  pearl on
3 Though hid - den now, the reign of God may,
4 Like mus - tard tree, the reign  of God from
5 The reign of God is come in Christ; the
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weeds a - long  with  wheat; the good and bad are
bar - ren land con - cealed. It once you find that
yet un - no - ticed, grow; from deep with - in it
ti - ny seed will spread, till birds of ev - ’ry
reign of God is near. A - blaze a-mong s,
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in - ter - twined till har - vest is com plete.
pre - cious pearl, go out and buy that field.
ris - es up, like yeast in swell - ing dough.
feath - er come to nest, and there be fed.
kin - dlinghearts, the reign of God is here!

Text: Delores Dufner, OSB, b. 1939

Music: DUNLAP’S CREEK, Samuel McFarland, 1. 1816
Text © 1995, 2003 GIA Publications, Inc., giamusic.com. All rights reserved.

Duplication in any form prohibited without securing permission from copyright administrator or reporting usage under valid license.



Music During Distribution

Soul, Adorn Yourself with Gladness ELW 488
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I Soul, a - dorn your - self with glad - ness, leave the gloom -y
2 Has-ten  as a bride to meet him, ea - ger ly and
3 Now in faith I hum-bly pon - der o - ver this  sur -
4 Je - sus, source of last-ing plea- sure, tru - est friend, and
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haunts of sad - ness, come in - to the day - light’s splen - dor,
glad - ly  greet him. There he stands al - read - knock - ing;
pass - ing  won - der that the bread of life 18 bound - less
dear - est trea- sure, peace be - yond all un - der - stand - ing,
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there with joy your prais-es ren - der. Bless the one whose grace un -
quick - ly, now, your gate un-lock - ing, 0 pen wide the fast-closed
though the souls it  feeds arecount-less; with the choic-est wine of
joy in - to all life ex-pand -ing: hum - bly now, 1 bow be-
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bound-ed this a - maz - ing ban-quet found - ed; Christ, though heav’'n-ly,
por - tal, say - ing to the Lord im - mor - tal: “Come, and leave your
heav - en Christ’'sownblood to us is giv - en. Oh, most glo-rious
fore you, love in - car - nate, | a-dore you; wor - thi - ly let
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high, and ho - ly, deigns to  dwell with you most low - ly.
loved one nev - er; dwell with - in my heart for - ev - er”
con - so -la - tion, pledge and seal of my sal - va - tion.
me re - ceive  you, and, so fa - vored, nev - er leave you.

Text: Johann Franck, 1618-1677; tr. Lutheran Book of Worship

Music: SCHMUCKE DICH, Johann Criiger, 1598-1662
Text © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship, admin. Augsburg Fortress

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.



ELW 793

Sending Hymn Be Thou My Vision
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1 Be thou my vi - sion, O Lord of my heart;
2 Be thou my wis - dom, and thou my true word;
3 Rich-es I heed not, nor vain, emp - ty praise,
4 Light of my soul, af - fter vic - to - 1y won,
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naught be all else to e, save that thou art:
I ev - er with thee and thou with me, Lord.
thou mine in - her - 1 - tance, now and al - ways:
may | reach heav - en’s joys, O  heav - en’s Sun!
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thou my best  thought both by day and by night,
Thou my soul’s  shel - ter, and thou my high tow'r,
thou and thou on - ly, the first in  my heart,
Heart of my own heart, what - ev - er be - fall,
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wak - ing or sleep - ing, thy pres - ence my light.
raise thou me heav’'n-ward, O Pow’r of my POW'T.
great God of heav - en, my trea - sure thou art.
still  be my vi - sion, O Rul - er of all.

Text: Irish, 8th cent.; vers. Eleanor H. Hull, 1860-1935, alt.; tr. Mary E. Byrne, 1880-1931

Music: SLANE, Irish traditional



