
Trinity Evangelical Lutheran Church 

Fifteenth Sunday After Pentecost 

10:00 AM  Worship Service • September 10, 2023 

Now the Feast and Celebration 

Conflict is a part of relationships and life in community. Jesus’ words in today's gospel are 
often used in situations having to do with church discipline. The prophet Ezekiel tells of 
warning the wicked to turn from their ways, and Paul reminds us that love is the fulfilling of 
the law. We gather in the name of Christ, assured that he is present among us with gifts of 
peace and reconciliation.  



Welcome members and guests to our worship service today. If you are visiting, we encourage you 

to sign the guest register located in the narthex; or, if you are online during our worship service, 

drop us a line to say hello or that you and your family are attending, so that we know you have 

joined us for worship. For those who come in person, please include your home address, email 

address and phone number.  In each pew, there is a card that you can fill out if you wish to have a 

consult with the pastor and/or leave us more information about you.  Sunday School begins at 8:45 

followed by a worship service at 10:00 AM on Sunday mornings.  A nursery room is available 

during the service. The nursery is located off the hallway on the Huntington Avenue side of the 

church building. At this time, there are no nursery attendants. We also have “activity binders” 

available for older children to enjoy during the service. Please ask an usher about using one. 

Trinity offers an induction loop for the benefit of hearing impaired worshippers. To use, please 

switch your hearing aid to “T.”  
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CARILLON CALL TO WORSHIP 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

PRELUDE  Joyful, Joyful, We Adore Thee  arr. Joel Raney  

 GATHERING 

The assembly stands. All may make the sign of the cross,  
the sign marked at baptism, as the presiding minister begins.  

 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS   

 Blessed be God, the one who forms us, ☩ Jesus who bears the cross, the Spirit who 

 makes our joy complete.  Amen.  
 

 Let us bow before God in humility, confessing our sin. 
 

  Silence is kept for reflection. 
 

 Steadfast and faithful God,  

 you have revealed the ways of justice, 

 yet we fail to follow you. 

 We are overwhelmed 

 by the world’s violence and suffering. 

 We are afraid to risk what we have 

 for the sake of others. 

 For the harm we have caused, 

 known and unknown, forgive us. 

 For the unjust demands we place on others 

 and your creation, forgive us. 

 For the ways we turn away 

 from you and our neighbor, forgive us. 

 Lead us back to you 

 and set us on the right path; 

 in the name of Jesus Christ, our Savior. 

 Amen. 
 

 Beloved in Christ, God’s justice stretches beyond all understanding.  God’s 

 compassion is beyond compare.  In Jesus, God is always making a new way for us. 

 In ☩ Christ, you are already and always forgiven.  Amen. 



GATHERING HYMN Joyful, Joyful, We Adore Thee   ELW 836 

  HYMN TO JOY   
    

GREETING 

 The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the 
 Holy Spirit be with you all.   
 And also with you.  

KYRIE  Now the Feast booklet page 3 

CANTICLE OF PRAISE  Now the Feast booklet pages 4-5 

SALUTATION  Now the Feast booklet page 7
  
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 

  The assembly is seated. 
 

FIRST READING:     Ezekiel 33:7-11  

 God appointed Ezekiel as a sentinel for the house of Israel. Ezekiel must faithfully convey 
 God’s warnings to the people. Remarkably, God—who is about to attack Jerusalem—gives 
 a  warning with the hope that repentance will make the attack unnecessary. 
 
 So you, mortal, I have made a sentinel for the house of Israel; whenever you hear 
 a word from my mouth, you shall give them warning from me.  If I say to the 
 wicked, “O wicked ones, you shall surely die,” and you do not speak to warn the 
 wicked to turn from their ways, the wicked shall die in their iniquity, but their 
 blood I will require at your hand.  But if you warn the wicked to turn from their 
 ways, and they do not turn from their ways, the wicked shall die in their iniquity, 
 but you will have saved your life. 
 
   Now you, mortal, say to the house of Israel, Thus you have said: “Our 
 transgressions and our sins weigh upon us, and we waste away because of them; 
 how then can we live?”  Say to them, As I live, says the Lord God, I have no 
 pleasure in the death of the wicked, but that the wicked turn from their ways and 
 live; turn back, turn back from your evil ways; for why will you die, O house of 
 Israel?   
  
 Word of God, word of life.  Thanks be to God. 



PSALM 119:33-40 (spoken responsively) 
 

 Teach me, O Lord, the way of your statutes, 
  and I shall keep it to the end. 
 Give me understanding, and I shall keep your teaching; 
  I shall keep it with all my heart. 
 Lead me in the path of your commandments, 
  for that is my desire. 
 Incline my heart to your decrees 
  and not to unjust gain.  
 Turn my eyes from beholding falsehood; 
  give me life in your way. 
 Fulfill your promise to your servant, 
  which is for those who fear you. 
 Turn away the reproach that I dread, 
  because your judgments are good. 
 Behold, I long for your commandments; 
  by your righteousness enliven me.  

SECOND READING:  Romans 13:8-14  

 The obligation of Christians is to love one another and so fulfill the heart and goal of the law. 

 Clothes make the person as we “put on the Lord Jesus Christ”  and live today in light of the 

 future God has in store for us.  

 Owe no one anything, except to love one another; for the one who loves another has 

 fulfilled the law.  The commandments, “You shall not commit adultery; You shall 

 not murder; You shall not steal; You shall not covet”; and any other commandment, 

 are summed up in this word, “Love your neighbor as yourself.”  Love does no 

 wrong to a neighbor; therefore, love is the fulfilling of the law. 

  Besides this, you know what time it is, how it is now the moment for you to  wake 

 from sleep. For salvation is nearer to us now than when we became believers; the 

 night is far gone, the day is near. Let us then lay aside the works of darkness and 

 put on the armor of light; let us live honorably, as in the day, not in reveling and 

 drunkenness, not in debauchery and licentiousness, not in quarreling and jealousy. 

 Instead, put on the Lord Jesus Christ, and make no provision for the flesh, to gratify 

 its desires.   

 Word of God, word of life.  Thanks be to God. 



  The assembly stands. 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION  Now the Feast booklet page 8 

GOSPEL:   Matthew 18:15-20   

 Jesus offers practical advice to his disciples on how individuals—and the church as a 

 whole—should go about restoring relationships when one member has sinned against 

 another.  

 

 The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the 18th chapter.   

 Glory to you, O Lord. 

  Jesus said to the disciples:  “If another member of the church sins against you, 

 go and point out the fault when the two of you are alone. If the member listens to 

 you, you have regained that one.  But if you are not listened to, take one or two 

 others along with you, so that every word may be confirmed by the evidence of 

 two or three witnesses.  If the member refuses to listen to them, tell it to the 

 church; and if the offender refuses to listen even to the church, let such a one be to 

 you as a Gentile and a tax collector.  Truly I tell you, whatever you bind on earth 

 will be bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth will be loosed in 

 heaven.  Again, truly I tell you, if two of you agree on earth about anything you 

 ask, it will be done for you by my Father in heaven.  For where two or three are 

 gathered in my name, I am there among them.”   

 The Gospel of the Lord.  Praise to you, O Christ. 

     The assembly is seated. 

CHILDREN’S CHAT  Pastor Tina Melusky 

SERMON  Pastor Tina Melusky 

  The assembly stands. 

HYMN OF THE DAY Beloved, God’s Chosen ELW 648 

  ANDREW’S SONG 



APOSTLE’S CREED 

 

 I believe in God, the Father almighty,  

 creator of heaven and earth.  

 I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,  

 who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,  

 born of the virgin Mary,  

 suffered under Pontius Pilate,  

 was crucified, died, and was buried;  

 he descended to the dead.  

 On the third day he rose again;  

 he ascended into heaven,  

 he is seated at the right hand of the Father,  

 and he will come to judge the living and the dead.  

 I believe in the Holy Spirit,  

 the holy catholic church,  

 the communion of saints,  

 the forgiveness of sins,  

 the resurrection of the body,  

 and the life everlasting.  Amen. 

   

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

 Merciful God, receive our prayer. 

 

SHARING OF THE PEACE  
 

 The peace of the Lord be with you always.  And also with you. 

  The assembly is seated. 

 

RECEIVING OF TITHES AND OFFERINGS  

  



OFFERTORY ANTHEM Walk in Light  Karen Marrolli 

  Patricia Fielding, flute  
 

  And we shall study war no more. Come, O people,  

  O come and walk in the light of the Lord. 

  And we shall walk the paths of peace. Come, O people, 

  O come and walk in the light of the Lord. 

  The night is far spent; the day is at hand. Dona nobis pacem. 

  And we shall study war no more. Come, O people, 

  O come and walk in the light of the Lord. 

  So let us cast off the works of night so we may wear a Shield of day.  

  Come, O people, O come and walk in the light of the Lord. 

  Evermore and evermore. 

 

OFFERTORY HYMN As the Grains of Wheat  Now the Feast booklet page 10 

 

  The assembly stands. 

 

OFFERTORY PRAYER 

 God of power, God of plenty, 

 all things belong to you. 

 We bring your gifts to the table, 

 that all might be fed. 

 Form us into the body of your Beloved, 

 Jesus Christ, our Savior. 

 Amen. 

 

MEAL 

 

GREAT THANKSGIVING   Now the Feast booklet page 11 
 

SANCTUS   Now the Feast booklet pages 11-12 

EUCHARISTIC PRAYER  

 



LORD’S PRAYER 

 

 Our Father, who art in heaven,  

  hallowed be thy name,  

  thy kingdom come,  

  thy will be done,  

   on earth as it is in heaven.  

 Give us this day our daily bread;  

 and forgive us our trespasses,  

  as we forgive those  

  who trespass against us;  

 and lead us not into temptation,  

  but deliver us from evil.  

 For thine is the kingdom,  

 and the power, and the glory,  

  forever and ever.   Amen. 

 

   The assembly is seated. 

 

AGNUS DEI Lamb of God  Now the Feast booklet page 14 

 

 

COMMUNION  

 Communion is held around the table.  The bread will be handed to you by the pastor.  
 Please take a communion cup with wine from the outside edge of the tray or a grape juice 
 cup from the center of the tray.  Recycle baskets are located outside of the sanctuary doors 
 for your plastic cups. 
 
MUSIC DURING DISTRIBUTION    

 Draw Us in the Spirit’s Tether  ELW 470
 UNION SEMINARY   
     
    The assembly stands. 

 

    SENDING 

TABLE BLESSING   

POST-COMMUNION CANTICLE Thanks Be to You Now the Feast booklet page 15 



PRAYER LISTS 

ILLNESS, SURGERY, RECOVERY, SHUT-INS:   Nursing Homes/Assisted Living: 

Jeanette Cantrell, Millie Christensen, Lucille Lebold ; Shut-in at Home:  Peggy Cash, 

Janet Edwards, Gerda Hudgens, Doris Moeser, and Dick Sallade; Recovery At Home:  

Richard Anderson. 

PRAYER REQUESTS:  The Ahlen Family and Bella and Mark Sandlass, requested 

by Kathy Stevens; Hannelore Voss (Karoline’s mother), requested by the Ardis 

family; Matt Adamo (Brother-in-law of Patricia) requested by Patricia Fielding; Matt 

Eggars (Sandy’s nephew), requested by the Sniady family; Mary Lou Hubble (Jacob’s 

aunt), requested by the Wessler family; Jessica Savage, requested by the Dail Family; 

Jonathan Blank (Pastor Tina’s Brother-in-law) requested by Pastor Tina; Susan 

Koehlinger (Laura’s mother), requested by Laura Jay; Harry Hartman and Patrick 

Soukup, requested by Anne Obara. 

Those Who Serve, Military and Civilian Duty:  James Fielding, State Dept., 

Myanmar; Bryan Hunt, State Dept., Sierra Leone.; Eric Lindfors, Deputy Commander 

US Naval Forces - Korea; Tyler Obara, Virginia Air National Guard, LAFB; Josh and 

POST-COMMUNION PRAYER 

BLESSING  

 The God of glory, ☩ Jesus Christ, name above all names, and the Spirit who lives 

 in  you, bless you now and forever.  Amen. 

 

SENDING HYMN God’s Work, Our Hands ACS 1000 

    EARTH AND ALL STARS  
 

DISMISSAL 
 

 Go in peace.  God is at work in you.  

 Thanks be to God. 

 

POSTLUDE Postlude on Earth and All Stars  Keith Kolander  



Crucifer  Shawn Murphy 

Acolytes  Carter Recupero 

Emma Recupero 

Lector  Sarah Green 

Ushers/Greeters/Presenters  John Lunsford 

Dave Roselius 

Camera/Livestream  Garrett Mynoymany 

Serving the Assembly 

Ellen (Davis) Badgley, State Department, Bangkok, Thailand; Michael Titus, US 

Navy, Naval Shipyard, Washington, DC and wife, Elisabeth Bruce. 

The flowers today are presented to the Glory of God. 



GATHERING HYMN Joyful, Joyful, We Adore Thee  ELW 836 



HYMN OF THE DAY Beloved, God’s Chosen ELW 648 



MUSIC DURING DISTRIBUTION 

 Draw Us in the Spirit’s Tether ELW 470 



SENDING HYMN God’s Work, Our Hands ACS 1000  


