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Setting 2 

In today’s second reading Paul questions why we judge one another, since we all stand before 
the judgment of God. Yet we do sin against one another, and Jesus’ challenge that we forgive 
seventy-seven times reveals God’s boundless mercy. When we hear the words of forgiveness 
in worship and sign ourselves with the cross, we are renewed in baptism to be signs of recon-
ciliation in the world. 



Welcome members and guests to our worship service today. If you are visiting, we encourage you 

to sign the guest register located in the narthex; or, if you are online during our worship service, 

drop us a line to say hello or that you and your family are attending, so that we know you have 

joined us for worship. For those who come in person, please include your home address, email 

address and phone number.  In each pew, there is a card that you can fill out if you wish to have a 

consult with the pastor and/or leave us more information about you.  Sunday School begins at 8:45 

followed by a worship service at 10:00 AM on Sunday mornings.  A nursery room is available 

during the service. The nursery is located off the hallway on the Huntington Avenue side of the 

church building. At this time, there are no nursery attendants. We also have “activity binders” 

available for older children to enjoy during the service. Please ask an usher about using one. 

Trinity offers an induction loop for the benefit of hearing impaired worshippers. To use, please 

switch your hearing aid to “T.”  
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CARILLON CALL TO WORSHIP 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

PRELUDE  Make Me a Channel of Your Peace arr. Mark Hayes  

 GATHERING 

The assembly stands. All may make the sign of the cross,  
the sign marked at baptism, as the presiding minister begins.  

 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS   

 Blessed be God, the one who forms us, ☩ Jesus who bears the cross, the Spirit who 

 makes our joy complete.  Amen.  
 

 Let us bow before God in humility, confessing our sin. 
 

  Silence is kept for reflection. 
 

 Steadfast and faithful God,  

 you have revealed the ways of justice, 

 yet we fail to follow you. 

 We are overwhelmed 

 by the world’s violence and suffering. 

 We are afraid to risk what we have 

 for the sake of others. 

 For the harm we have caused, 

 known and unknown, forgive us. 

 For the unjust demands we place on others 

 and your creation, forgive us. 

 For the ways we turn away 

 from you and our neighbor, forgive us. 

 Lead us back to you 

 and set us on the right path; 

 in the name of Jesus Christ, our Savior. 

 Amen. 
 

 Beloved in Christ, God’s justice stretches beyond all understanding.  God’s 

 compassion is beyond compare.  In Jesus, God is always making a new way for us. 

 In ☩ Christ, you are already and always forgiven.  Amen. 



GATHERING HYMN Praise, My Soul, the King of Heaven  ELW 865  

  LAUDA ANIMA  
    

GREETING 

 The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the 
 Holy Spirit be with you all.   
 And also with you.  

CANTICLE OF PRAISE 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 

  The assembly sits 

 
 

  WORD 
 

FIRST READING:     Genesis 50:15-21  

 After Jacob’s death the brothers of Joseph begged for forgiveness for the crime they had 
 done against him. You intended to do me harm, Joseph said, but God used this as an 
 opportunity to do good and save many lives. 
 
 Realizing that their father was dead, Joseph’s brothers said, “What if Joseph still 

 bears a grudge against us and pays us back in full for all the wrong that we did to 

 him?”  So they approached Joseph, saying, “Your father gave this instruction 

 before he died, ‘Say to Joseph: I beg you, forgive the crime of your brothers and 

 the wrong they did in harming you.’ Now therefore please forgive the crime of 

 the servants of the God of your father.” Joseph wept when they spoke to him. 1 



 Then his brothers also wept, fell down before him, and said, “We are here as your 

 slaves.”  But Joseph said to them, “Do not be afraid! Am I in the place of 

 God?  Even though you intended to do harm to me, God intended it for good, in 

 order to preserve a numerous people, as God is doing today.  So have no fear; I 

 myself will provide for you and your little ones.” In this way he reassured them, 

 speaking kindly to them.   
 

 Word of God, word of life.  Thanks be to God. 
 
PSALM 103:[1-7] 8-13 (spoken responsively) 
 

  Bless the Lord, O my soul, 

    and all that is within me, bless God’s holy name. 

   Bless the Lord, O my soul, 

   and forget not all God’s benefits— 

   who forgives all your sins 

    and heals all your diseases; 

   who redeems your life from the grave 

   and crowns you with steadfast love and mercy;  

   who satisfies your desires with good things 

    so that your youth is renewed like an eagle’s. 

   O Lord, you provide vindication 

   and justice for all who are oppressed. 

   You made known your ways to Moses 

    and your works to the children of Israel. 

   Lord, you are full of compassion and mercy, 

   slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love;  

   you will not always accuse us, 

    nor will you keep your anger forever. 

   You have not dealt with us according to our sins, 

   nor repaid us according to our iniquities. 

   For as the heavens are high above the earth, 

    so great is your steadfast love for those who fear you. 

   As far as the east is from the west, 

   so far have you removed our transgressions from us. 

   As a father has compassion for his children, 

    so you have compassion for those who fear you, O Lord  



SECOND READING:  Romans 14:1-12 

 This Christian community has significant struggles with diversity. Here Paul helps us 

 understand that despite different practices in worship and personal piety, we do not judge 

 one another. All Christians belong to the Lord Jesus Christ who died for all of us and will 

 judge each of us. 

 Welcome those who are weak in faith, but not for the purpose of quarreling over 

 opinions.  Some believe in eating anything, while the weak eat only 

 vegetables.  Those who eat must not despise those who abstain, and those who 

 abstain must not pass judgment on those who eat; for God has welcomed 

 them.  Who are you to pass judgment on servants of another? It is before their own 

 lord that they stand or fall. And they will be upheld, for the Lord is able to make 

 them stand. 

    Some judge one day to be better than another, while others judge all days to be 

 alike. Let all be fully convinced in their own minds.  Those who observe the day, 

 observe it in honor of the Lord. Also those who eat, eat in honor of the Lord, since 

 they give thanks to God; while those who abstain, abstain in honor of the Lord and 

 give thanks to God. 

    We do not live to ourselves, and we do not die to ourselves.  If we live, we live 

 to the Lord, and if we die, we die to the Lord; so then, whether we live or whether 

 we die, we are the Lord’s.  For to this end Christ died and lived again, so that Christ

 might be Lord of both the dead and the living. 

    Why do you pass judgment on your brother or sister? Or you, why do you 

 despise your brother or sister? For we will all stand before the judgment seat of 

 God.  For it is written, 

   “As I live, says the Lord, every knee shall bow to me, 

  and every tongue shall give praise to God.” 

  So then, each of us will be accountable to God.   

 Word of God, word of life.  Thanks be to God. 

  The assembly stands. 



GOSPEL ACCLAMATION   

 

 

 

 

  We have an advocate, Jesus | Christ the righteous; 

 your sins are forgiven on account | of his name.  

GOSPEL:   Matthew 18:21-35   

 When Peter asks about the limits of forgiveness, Jesus responds with a parable that 

 suggests human forgiveness should mirror the unlimited mercy of God. 

 

 The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the 18th chapter.   

 Glory to you, O Lord. 

  Peter came and said to Jesus, “Lord, if another member of the church sins against 

 me, how often should I forgive? As many as seven times?”  Jesus said to him, “Not 

 seven times, but, I tell you, seventy-seven times. 

   “For this reason the kingdom of heaven may be compared to a king who wished 

 to settle accounts with his slaves.  When Jesus began the reckoning, one who owed 

 Jesus ten thousand talents was brought to him; and, as he could not pay, his lord 

 ordered him to be sold, together with his wife and children and all his possessions, 

 and payment to be made.  So the slave fell on his knees before him,  saying, ‘Have 

 patience with me, and I will pay you everything.’  And out of pity for him, the lord 

 of that slave released him and forgave him the debt.  But that same slave, as he 

 went out, came upon one of his fellow slaves who owed him a hundred denarii; 

 and seizing him by the throat, he said, ‘Pay what you owe.’  Then his fellow slave 

 fell down and pleaded with him, ‘Have patience with me, and I will pay you.’  But 

 he refused; then he went and threw him into prison until he would pay the 

 debt.  When his fellow slaves saw what had happened, they were greatly 

 distressed, and they went and reported to their lord all that had taken place.  Then 



 his lord summoned him and said to him, ‘You wicked slave! I  forgave you all that 

 debt because you pleaded with me.  Should you not have had mercy on your 

 fellow slave, as I had mercy on you?’  And in anger his lord handed him over to 

 be tortured until he would pay his entire debt. So my  heavenly Father will also do 

 to every one of you, if you do not forgive your brother or sister from your heart.”   

 The Gospel of the Lord.  Praise to you, O Christ. 

     The assembly is seated. 

CHILDREN’S CHAT  Pastor Tina Melusky 

SERMON  Pastor Tina Melusky 

  The assembly stands. 

HYMN OF THE DAY Forgive Our Sins As We Forgive ELW 605 

  DETROIT  

 

APOSTLE’S CREED 

 

 I believe in God, the Father almighty,  

 creator of heaven and earth.  

 I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,  

 who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,  

 born of the virgin Mary,  

 suffered under Pontius Pilate,  

 was crucified, died, and was buried;  

 he descended to the dead.  

 On the third day he rose again;  

 he ascended into heaven,  

 he is seated at the right hand of the Father,  

 and he will come to judge the living and the dead.  

 I believe in the Holy Spirit,  

 the holy catholic church,  

 the communion of saints,  

 the forgiveness of sins,  



 the resurrection of the body,  

 and the life everlasting.  Amen. 

   

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

 Merciful God, receive our prayer. 

 

SHARING OF THE PEACE  
 

 The peace of the Lord be with you always.  And also with you. 

  The assembly is seated. 

 

RECEIVING OF TITHES AND OFFERINGS  

  

OFFERTORY ANTHEM Standin’ in the Need of Prayer arr. David Cherwien  

   

  It’s me, it’s me, O Lord, standin’ in the need of prayer. 

  Not my brother, not my sister, but it’s me, O Lord,  

  standin’ in the need of prayer. 

  Not the preacher, not the deacon, but it’s me, O Lord, 

  standin’ in the need of prayer. 

  Not my father, not my mother, but it’s me, O Lord,  

  standin’ in the need of prayer. 

 

OFFERTORY HYMN Let the Vineyards Be Fruitful ELW 181
   

 

  The assembly stands. 
 

OFFERTORY PRAYER 

 God of power, God of plenty, 

 all things belong to you. 

 We bring your gifts to the table, 

 that all might be fed. 

 Form us into the body of your Beloved, 

 Jesus Christ, our Savior. 

 Amen. 

 



MEAL 

 

GREAT THANKSGIVING    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PROPER PREFACE 

 

 It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places 

 give thanks and praise…  

 

 ...we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

 

SANCTUS  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 

  

LORD’S PRAYER 

 

 Our Father, who art in heaven,  

  hallowed be thy name,  

  thy kingdom come,  

  thy will be done,  

   on earth as it is in heaven.  

 Give us this day our daily bread;  

 and forgive us our trespasses,  

  as we forgive those  

  who trespass against us;  

 and lead us not into temptation,  

  but deliver us from evil.  

 For thine is the kingdom,  

 and the power, and the glory,  

  forever and ever.   Amen. 

 

   The assembly is seated. 

AGNUS DEI  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

COMMUNION  

 Communion is held around the table.  The bread will be handed to you by the pastor.  
 Please take a communion cup with wine from the outside edge of the tray or a grape juice 
 cup from the center of the tray.  Recycle baskets are located outside of the sanctuary doors 
 for your plastic cups. 
 
MUSIC DURING DISTRIBUTION    

 When We Are Living   ELW 639 

 SOMOS DEL SEÑOR  

    The assembly stands. 

 

    SENDING 

TABLE BLESSING   

 

POST-COMMUNION PRAYER 

 

BLESSING  

 The God of glory, ☩ Jesus Christ, name above all names, and the Spirit who lives 

 in  you, bless you now and forever.  Amen. 

 

SENDING HYMN Praise the Lord, Rise Up Rejoicing ELW 544 

    ALLES IST AN GOTTES SEGEN  
   

DISMISSAL 
 

 Go in peace.  God is at work in you.  

 Thanks be to God. 

 

POSTLUDE Toccata in Seven John Rutter 



CHRISTIAN HOPE AND SYMPATHY are extended to the family and friends of 

our Sister in Christ, Gerda J. Hudgens, upon her passing on Sunday, September 10, 

2023 at the young age of 104 years old. A memorial service will be held on October 

9, 2023 at 12 noon.  Please keep Gerda’s family members and friends in your 

thoughts and prayers. The address to send expressions of sympathy is Leigh 

Hudgens, 5 Langhorne Road, Newport News, VA, 23606.   “Thanks be to God who 

gives us victory over death through Jesus Christ our Lord.” 

PRAYER LISTS 

ILLNESS, SURGERY, RECOVERY, SHUT-INS:   Nursing Homes/Assisted Living: 

Jeanette Cantrell, Millie Christensen, Lucille Lebold ; Shut-in at Home:  Peggy Cash, 

Janet Edwards, Doris Moeser, and Dick Sallade; Recovery At Home:  Richard 

Anderson. 

PRAYER REQUESTS:  The Ahlen Family and Bella and Mark Sandlass, requested 

by Kathy Stevens; Hannelore Voss (Karoline’s mother), requested by the Ardis 

family; Matt Adamo (Brother-in-law of Patricia) requested by Patricia Fielding; Matt 

Eggars (Sandy’s nephew), requested by the Sniady family; Mary Lou Hubble (Jacob’s 

aunt), requested by the Wessler family; Jessica Savage, requested by the Dail Family; 

Jonathan Blank (Pastor Tina’s Brother-in-law) requested by Pastor Tina; Susan 

Koehlinger (Laura’s mother), requested by Laura Jay; Harry Hartman; Patrick 

Soukup, requested by Anne Obara and Bill Selby (uncle) and Sherrie Strickland 

(cousin), requested by Wendy Mynoymany. 

Those Who Serve, Military and Civilian Duty:  James Fielding, State Dept., 

Myanmar; Bryan Hunt, State Dept., Sierra Leone.; Eric Lindfors, Deputy Commander 

US Naval Forces - Korea; Tyler Obara, Virginia Air National Guard, LAFB; Josh and 

Ellen (Davis) Badgley, State Department, Bangkok, Thailand; Michael Titus, US 

Navy, Naval Shipyard, Washington, DC and wife, Elisabeth Bruce. 

The flowers today are presented to the Glory of God. 



Crucifer  Andrew Rummel 

Acolytes  Elliott Jay 
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Lector  Judy Hunt 

Ushers/Greeters/Presenters  David Hunt 

Judy Hunt 

Camera/Livestream  Doug Hill 

Serving the Assembly 



GATHERING HYMN Praise, My Soul, the King of Heaven  ELW 865 



HYMN OF THE DAY Forgive Our Sins As We Forgive ELW 605 



OFFERTORY HYMN Let the Vineyards Be Fruitful ELW 181 



MUSIC DURING DISTRIBUTION 

 When We Are Living ELW 639 



SENDING HYMN Praise the Lord, Rise Up Rejoicing ELW 544  


