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PRELUDE 

GATHERING  

    The assembly stands and faces the rear of the sanctuary. 

 

GATHERING 

 

 Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, the source of all mercy and 

 the God of all  consolation, who comforts us in all our sorrows so that we can 

 comfort others in their sorrows with the consolation we ourselves have received 

 from God. 

 

THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM 

 When we were baptized in Christ Jesus, we were baptized into his death. We were 

 buried therefore with him by baptism into death, so that as Christ was raised from 

 the dead by the glory of the Father, we too might live a new life.  For if we have 

 been united with him in a death like his, we shall certainly be united with him in a 

 resurrection like his. 

 Eternal God, maker of heaven and earth, who formed us from the dust of the earth, 

 who by your breath gave us life, we glorify you. 

 We glorify you. 

 Jesus Christ, the resurrection and the life, who suffered death for all humanity, 

 who rose from the grave to open the way to eternal life, we praise you. 

 We praise you. 

 Holy Spirit, author and giver of life, the comforter of all who sorrow, our sure 

 confidence and everlasting hope, we worship you. 

 We worship you. 

 To you, O blessed Trinity, be glory and honor, forever and ever. 

  Amen. 

 

PROCESSIONAL HYMN How great Thou Art ELW 856 

   



GREETING 

 

 The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the 

 Holy Spirit be with you all.   

 And also with you. 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

 O, God of grace and glory, we remember before you today our sister, Gerda.  We 

 thank you for giving him to us to know and to love as a companion to our 

 pilgrimage on earth.  In your boundless compassion, console us who mourn.  Give 

 us faith to see that death has been swallowed up by the victory of our Lord Jesus 

 Christ, so that we may live in confidence and hope until, by your call, we are 

 gathered to our heavenly home in the company of all your saints;  through Jesus 

 Christ, our Savior and Lord.   

 Amen. 

 

The assembly is seated. 
 

Reading of God’s Word 

PSALM 23 (read responsively) Chip Austin 

 

 The LORD is my shepherd, I shall not want. 

  He makes me lie down in green pastures; 

  he leads me beside still waters; 

  he restores my soul. 

  He leads me in right paths 

  for his name's sake. 

  Even though I walk through the darkest valley, 

  I fear no evil; 

  for you are with me; 

  your rod and your staff — 

  they comfort me. 

  You prepare a table before me 

  in the presence of my enemies; 

  you anoint my head with oil; 



  my cup overflows. 

  Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me 

  all the days of my life, 

  and I shall dwell in the house of the LORD 

  my whole life long.  

ROMANS 8:31-39  Tom Bosserman 

 What then are we to say about these things? If God is for us, who is against  us? He 

 who did not withhold his own Son, but gave him up for all of us, will he not  with 

 him also give us everything else?  Who will bring any charge against God's elect? It 

 is God who justifies.  Who is to condemn? It is Christ Jesus, who died, yes, who 

 was raised, who is at the right hand of God, who indeed intercedes for us.  Who 

 will separate us from the love of Christ? Will hardship, or distress, or persecution, 

 or famine, or nakedness, or peril, or sword?  As it is written, 

   "For your sake we are being killed all day long; 

   we are accounted as sheep to be slaughtered." 

 No, in all these things we are more than conquerors through him who loved 

 us.  For I am convinced that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor rulers, nor 

 things present, nor things to come, nor powers,  nor height, nor depth, nor 

 anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God in 

 Christ Jesus our Lord.  

 Word of God, word of life.  Thanks be to God. 

 

 GOSPEL:  Matthew 14:13-21   

 The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the 14th chapter.   

 Glory to you, O Lord. 

 Now when Jesus heard this, he withdrew from there in a boat to a deserted place 

 by himself. But when the crowds heard it, they followed him on foot from the 

 towns.  When he went ashore, he saw a great crowd; and he had compassion for 

 them and cured their sick.  When it was evening, the disciples came to him and 

 said, "This is a deserted place, and the hour is now late; send the crowds away so 

 that they may go into the villages and buy food for themselves."  Jesus said to 

 them, "They need not go away; you give them something to eat."  They replied, 

 "We have nothing here but five loaves and two fish."  And he said, "Bring them 



 here to me."  Then he ordered the crowds to sit down on the grass. Taking the five 

 loaves and the two fish, he looked up to heaven, and blessed and broke the loaves, 

 and gave them to the disciples, and the disciples gave them to the crowds.  And all 

 ate and were filled; and they took up what was left over of the broken pieces,  

 twelve baskets full.  And those who ate were about five thousand men, besides 

 women and children.   

 The Gospel of the Lord.  

 Praise to you, O Christ.  

The assembly is seated. 

SERMON  Pastor Tina Melusky 

The assembly stands. 

 

HYMN OF THE DAY Children of the Heavenly Father ELW 781  
    TRYGGARE KAN INGEN VARA 

 

APOSTLES’ CREED 

 I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

  creator of heaven and earth. 

 I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

  who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

  born of the virgin Mary, 

  suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

  was crucified, died, and was buried; 

  he descended to the dead. 

  On the third day he rose again; 

  he ascended into heaven, 

  he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

  and he will come to judge the living and the dead.   

 I believe in the Holy Spirit,  

  the holy catholic church,  

  the communion of saints,  

  the forgiveness of sins,  

  the resurrection of the body,  

  and the life everlasting.  Amen. 



PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

 God of mercy,  

 hear our prayer. 
  

 God of all grace, we give you thanks because by his death our Savior Jesus Christ 

 destroyed the power of death and by his resurrection he opened the kingdom of 

 heaven to all believers.  Make us certain that  because he lives we shall live also, 

 and that neither death nor life, nor things present nor things to come, will be able 

 to separate us from your love in Christ Jesus our Lord, who lives and reigns with 

 you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.   

 Amen. 

SHARING OF THE PEACE 

MEAL 

GREAT THANKSGIVING   

PROPER PREFACE 

 It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places 

 give thanks and praise…  

 ...we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 



LORD’S PRAYER  

 Our Father, who art in heaven,  

  hallowed be thy name,  

  thy kingdom come,  

  thy will be done,  

   on earth as it is in heaven.  

Give us this day our daily bread;  

 and forgive us our trespasses,  

  as we forgive those  

  who trespass against us;  

 and lead us not into temptation,  

  but deliver us from evil.  

 For thine is the kingdom,  

 and the power, and the glory,  

  forever and ever.   Amen. 

 

The assembly is seated. 

SANCTUS  

THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 



AGNUS DEI  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

COMMUNION  

 Communion is held around the table.  The bread will be handed to you by the pastor.  
 Please take a communion cup with wine from the outside edge of the tray or a grape juice 
 cup from the center of the tray.  Recycle baskets are located outside of the sanctuary doors 
 for your plastic cups. 
 

MUSIC DURING DISTRIBUTION    

 On a Hill Far Away   TFF 77 

 THE OLD RUGGED CROSS 

    The assembly stands. 

   SENDING 

TABLE BLESSING   

POST-COMMUNION PRAYER 

BLESSING  



Commendation 

 Let us commend Gerda to the mercy of God, our maker and redeemer. 

 Into your hands, O merciful Savior, we commend your servant, Gerda. Acknowledge, we 

 humbly beseech you, a sheep of your own fold, a lamb of your own flock, a sinner of your 

 own redeeming. Receive her into the arms of your mercy, into the blessed rest of everlast

 ing peace, and into the glorious company of the saints in light.  

 Amen. 

RECESSIONAL HYMN Thine Is the Glory ELW 376

     JUDAS MACCABAEUS 
     

DISMISSAL  
 

 Let us go forth in peace, 

 In the name of Christ. Amen. 

POSTLUDE     Toccata on St. Anne      Michael Burkhardt 

SERVING THE ASSEMBLY 

Shawn Murphy …… Crucifer 

All are invited to Gerda’s home (5 Langhorne Drive, Newport News) after the committal  

service at Peninsula Memorial Park.. 

  










