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“Rejoice always,” begins the reading from 1 Thessalonians. Isaiah and the psalmist make clear 

that God is turning our mourning into laughter and shouts of joy. “All God’s children got a 

robe,” go the words of a spiritual. It is not so much a stately, formal, pressed outfit as it is a set 

of party clothes, clothes we are happy to wear. We receive that robe in baptism, and in worship 

we gather for a foretaste of God’s party.  

 



Welcome members and guests to our worship service today. If you are visiting, we encourage you 

to sign the guest register located in the narthex; or, if you are online during our worship service, 

drop us a line to say hello or that you and your family are attending, so that we know you have 

joined us for worship. For those who come in person, please include your home address, email 

address and phone number.  In each pew, there is a card that you can fill out if you wish to have a 

consult with the pastor and/or leave us more information about you.  Sunday School begins at 8:45 

followed by a worship service at 10:00 AM on Sunday mornings.  

A nursery room is available during the service. The nursery is located off the hallway on the 

Huntington Avenue side of the church building. At this time, there are no nursery attendants. We 

also have “activity binders” available for older children to enjoy during the service. Please ask an 

usher about using one.   

Trinity offers an induction loop for the benefit of hearing impaired worshippers. To use, please 

switch your hearing aid to “T.”  
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CARILLON CALL TO WORSHIP 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

PRELUDE  O Come, O Come, Emmanuel  arr. Joseph M. Martin 

LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT WREATH  Alday Family 

O ransomed people of the Lord, come, let us travel on God’s holy way and enter into 

Zion with singing. Amen 

RESPONSE                                           Hope Is a Star (v. 3)     

                                  GATHERING 

The assembly stands. All may make the sign of the cross,  
the sign marked at baptism, as the presiding minister begins.  

 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS   

 Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩  one God, who opens the heavens and draws near to 
 us with salvation.  Amen. 



 God is patient and merciful, desiring all to come to repentance.  
 Trusting this promise of grace, let us confess our sin. 

  Silence is kept for reflection. 

 Everlasting God,  

 You love justice and you hate wrongdoing. 

 We confess the fear, greed, and self-centeredness 

 that make us reluctant to work against oppression. 

 We are complicit in systems of exploitation. 

 We choose comfort over courage. 

 We are careless with creation’s bounty. 

 Look upon us with mercy. 

 Turn our hearts again to you. 

 Make us glad to do your will and to walk in your ways 

 For the sake of our waiting world. 

 Amen.  
 

 People of God, 

 Hear these words of assurance: 

 God clothes you with garments of salvation 

 and covers you with robes of righteousness. 

 In the tender compassion of ☩ Jesus Christ, 

 your sins are forgiven. 

 God’s covenant is eternal, 

 and God’s blessing rests upon us all. 

 Amen. 
 

GATHERING HYMN      O Come, O Come, Emmanuel                  ELW 257  

      VENI EMMANUEL 

            

The congregation turns to face the processing cross. 

 

GREETING 

 The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the 
 Holy Spirit be with you all.   

 And also with you.  
 



KYRIE 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



PRAYER OF THE DAY 

  The assembly is seated. 

  WORD 

FIRST READING:   Isaiah 61:1-4,8-11  
   

Though the people had returned to Jerusalem from exile in Babylon, they continued to face 
hardship and oppression. In the language of the jubilee year described in Leviticus 25, the 
prophet, moved by the spirit of God, announces deliverance for those who are oppressed and 
comfort for those who mourn. 

 

    The spirit of the Lord GOD is upon me, 
  because the LORD has anointed me; 
 he has sent me to bring good news to the oppressed, 
  to bind up the brokenhearted, 
 to proclaim liberty to the captives, 
  and release to the prisoners; 
 to proclaim the year of the LORD’s favor, 
  and the day of vengeance of our God; 
  to comfort all who mourn; 
  to provide for those who mourn in Zion— 
  to give them a garland instead of ashes, 
 the oil of gladness instead of mourning, 
  the mantle of praise instead of a faint spirit. 
 They will be called oaks of righteousness, 
  the planting of the LORD, to display his glory. 
  They shall build up the ancient ruins, 
  they shall raise up the former devastations; 
 they shall repair the ruined cities, 
  the devastations of many generations. 
 
  For I the LORD love justice, 
  I hate robbery and wrongdoing; 
 I will faithfully give them their recompense, 
  and I will make an everlasting covenant with them. 
  Their descendants shall be known among the nations, 
  and their offspring among the peoples; 
 all who see them shall acknowledge 
  that they are a people whom the LORD has blessed. 
  will greatly rejoice in the LORD, 



  my whole being shall exult in my God; 
 for he has clothed me with the garments of salvation, 
  he has covered me with the robe of righteousness, 
 as a bridegroom decks himself with a garland, 
  and as a bride adorns herself with her jewels. 
  For as the earth brings forth its shoots, 
  and as a garden causes what is sown in it to spring up, 
 so the Lord GOD will cause righteousness and praise 
  to spring up before all the nations.  

Word of God word of life. Thanks be to God. 

PSALM 126(all sing the response before the reading and when directed.) 

 

 

 

 

 

    

      

When the LORD restored the for- | tunes of Zion, 
  then were we like | those who dream. 
  Then was our mouth filled with laughter, and our tongue with | shouts of joy. 
    Then they said among the nations, “The LORD has done great | things for them.” 
  The LORD has done great | things for us, 
  and we are | glad indeed. 
  Restore our for- | tunes, O LORD, 
  like the watercourses | of the Negeb. R 
  Those who | sowed with tears 
  will reap with | songs of joy. 
  Those who go out weeping, carry- | ing the seed, 
  will come again with joy, shoulder- | ing their sheaves. R  

SECOND READING:  1 Thessalonians 5:16-24 

 Paul concludes his letter to the Thessalonians by encouraging them to live lives of continual 
joy, prayer, and thanksgiving. The closing blessing is grounded in the hope of Christ’s coming.  

Rejoice always, pray without ceasing, give thanks in all circumstances; for this is the 
will of God in Christ Jesus for you.   Do not quench the Spirit. Do not despise the 



words of prophets,   but test everything; hold fast to what is good; abstain from every 
form of evil. 
 May the God of peace sanctify you entirely; and may your spirit and soul and body 
be kept sound and blameless at the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ. The one who 
calls you is faithful and will do this.  

Word of God , word of Life Thanks be to God. 

 

  The assembly stands. 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

           I am sending my messen- | ger before you, 

           who will prepare your | way before you.   

 

GOSPEL:   John 1:6-8, 19-28 

The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the 1st chapter.  Glory to you, O Lord 

John’s gospel describes Jesus as the “light of the world.” John the Baptist is presented 
as a witness to Jesus, one who directs attention away from himself to Christ, the true 
light. 

There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. He came as a witness to 
testify to the light, so that all might believe through him. He himself was not the light, 
but he came to testify to the light. 
 
This is the testimony given by John when the Jews sent priests and Levites from 
Jerusalem to ask him, “Who are you?” He confessed and did not deny it, but 
confessed, “I am not the Messiah.”  And they asked him, “What then? Are you 
Elijah?” He said, “I am not.” “Are you the prophet?” He answered, “No.”  Then they 



said to him, “Who are you? Let us have an answer for those who sent us. What do 
you say about yourself?” He said, 
 “I am the voice of one crying out in the wilderness, 
 ‘Make straight the way of the Lord,’ ” 
as the prophet Isaiah said. 
  Now they had been sent from the Pharisees.  They asked him, “Why then are you 
baptizing if you are neither the Messiah, nor Elijah, nor the prophet?”  John answered 
them, “I baptize with water. Among you stands one whom you do not know,  the one 
who is coming after me; I am not worthy to untie the thong of his sandal.”  This took 
place in Bethany across the Jordan where John was baptizing.  

The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ. 

The assembly is seated. 

CHILDREN’S CHAT   Pastor Tina Melusky 

SERMON  Pastor Tina Melusky 

  The assembly stands. 

HYMN OF THE DAY Now the Heavens Start to Whisper           ACS 901 
  SUO GÂN 
   

APOSTLE’S CREED 

 I believe in God, the Father almighty,  
 creator of heaven and earth.  
 I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,  
 who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,  
 born of the virgin Mary,  
 suffered under Pontius Pilate,  
 was crucified, died, and was buried;  
 he descended to the dead.  
 On the third day he rose again;  
  he ascended into heaven,  
  he is seated at the right hand of the Father,  
  and he will come to judge the living and the dead.  
  I believe in the Holy Spirit,  
  the holy catholic church,  
  the communion of saints,  
  the forgiveness of sins,  
  the resurrection of the body,  
  and the life everlasting.  Amen. 



PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

 Merciful God, receive our prayer. 

 

SHARING OF THE PEACE  

      The peace of the Lord be with you always.  And also with you. 

The assembly is seated. 

 

RECEIVING OF TITHES AND OFFERINGS  

OFFERTORY ANTHEM                African Advent Carol  

      Michael Barrett 

 

Prepare your hearts; get ready for the King to come! 

We are ready, Lord. Kum ba yah! 

Rejoice and sing; get ready for the King to come! 

Make straight the way; get ready for the King to come! 

Go tell the news; get ready for the King to come! 

. 

 

OFFERTORY HYMN  Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus              ELW 254 
                  JEFFERSON 

The assembly stands. 

 

OFFERTORY PRAYER 

 Eternal God,  
 By your merciful hand 
 Abundance springs up from the earth. 
 Receive and bless these gifts of your own bounty. 
 Let them be a sign of your steadfast love 
 And faithfulness for all people,  
 Through Jesus Christ our Savior. 
 Amen. 

 

 



 

MEAL 

GREAT THANKSGIVING  

 

 

 

 

 

 

PROPER PREFACE 

 It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places          
 give thanks and praise…  

 ...we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

 

SANCTUS  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 

Holy One, the beginning and the end, the giver of life: 
Blessed are you for the birth of creation. 
Blessed are you in the darkness and in the light. 
Blessed are you for your promise to your people. 
Blessed are you in the prophets’ hopes and dreams. 
Blessed are you for Mary’s openness to your will. 
Blessed are you for your Son Jesus, 
the Word made flesh. 
  
In the night in which he was betrayed, 
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 
and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
  
Let us proclaim the mystery of faith: 
Christ has died. 
Christ is risen. 
Christ will come again. 
  
With this bread and cup 
we remember your Word dwelling among us, 
full of grace and truth. 
We remember our new birth in his death and resurrection. 



We look with hope for his coming. 
Come, Lord Jesus. 
  
 
Holy God, we long for your Spirit. 
Come among us. 
Bless this meal. 
May your Word take flesh in us. 
Awaken your people. 
Fill us with your light. 
Bring the gift of peace on earth. 
Come, Holy Spirit. 
 All praise and glory are yours, 
Holy One of Israel, 
Word of God incarnate, 
Power of the Most High, 
one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 

 

 

LORD’S PRAYER 

 Our Father, who art in heaven,  
  hallowed be thy name,  
  thy kingdom come,  
  thy will be done,  
   on earth as it is in heaven.  
 Give us this day our daily bread;  
 and forgive us our trespasses,  
  as we forgive those  
  who trespass against us;  
 and lead us not into temptation,  
  but deliver us from evil.  
 For thine is the kingdom,  
 and the power, and the glory,  
  forever and ever.   Amen. 

The assembly is seated. 

 
 
 



AGNUS DEI 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

COMMUNION  

Communion is held around the table.  The bread will be handed to you by the pastor. Please 

take a communion cup with wine from the outside edge of the tray or a grape juice cup 

from the center of the tray.  Recycle baskets are located outside of the sanctuary doors for 

your plastic cups. 

MUSIC DURING THE DISTRIBUTION   

                                  Light Dawns on a Weary World  ELW 726 

                                              TEMPLE OF PEACE 

  

 The assembly stands. 

TABLE BLESSING  

POST COMMUNION CANTICLE       Now, Lord                                           ELW 200 

POST COMMUNION PRAYER 

  
SENDING 

BLESSING  

 The God of peace bless you,  the love of Christ sustain you in hope,  and the 
 anointing of the Spirit ☩  remain upon you  now and forever.  Amen. 



SENDING HYMN Awake! Awake, and Greet the New Morn   ELW 242 
  REJOICE, REJOICE 

                                  The assembly turns to face the recessing cross 

DISMISSAL 

 Go in peace.  Keep awake.  
 Thanks be to God. 

POSTLUDE Prepare the Royal Highway arr. Robert Hobby 

  

The flowers this Sunday are given to the Glory of God and in loving memory of  
Sudie Wagner by Kenn, Jeanette and Katie Dail. 

 

PRAYER LISTS 

ILLNESS, SURGERY, RECOVERY, SHUT-INS:   Nursing Homes/Assisted Living: 

Jeanette Cantrell, Millie Christensen, Lucille Lebold, and Barbara Olson (The 

Chesapeake, Assisted Living  Room 317); Shut-in at Home:  Peggy Cash, Janet 

Edwards, Doris Moeser, Louise Mozingo, and Dick Sallade; Kay Scougal (James 

River Rehabilitation Newport News Room J2)  

PRAYER REQUESTS:  The Ahlen Family, requested by Kathy Stevens; Matt 

Adamo (Brother-in-law of Patricia) requested by Patricia Fielding; Matt Eggars 

(Sandy’s nephew), requested by the Sniady family; the family and friends of Patricia 

Goetz, mother of Kevin Goetz; family and friends of Nancy Gloss; Loyd Rawls, 

requested by Laura Davis; Mary Lou Hubble (Jacob’s aunt), requested by the 

Wessler family; Jessica Savage, requested by the Dail Family;  Harry Hartman, Bill 

Wren and Patrick Soukup, requested by Anne Obara; Bill Selby (uncle) and Sherrie 

Strickland (cousin), requested by Wendy Mynoymany.  

Those Who Serve, Military and Civilian Duty:  James Fielding, State Dept., 

Myanmar; Bryan Hunt, State Dept., Sierra Leone.; Eric Lindfors, Deputy 

Commander US Naval Forces - Korea; Tyler Obara, Virginia Air National Guard, 

LAFB; Josh and Ellen (Davis) Badgley, State Department, Bangkok, Thailand; 

Michael Titus, US Navy, Naval Shipyard, Washington, DC and wife, Elisabeth 

Bruce. 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

NOTES 

• Poinsettia order forms are available in the Narthex or online. 

• RIC Meeting after worship today 

• Blue Christmas Worship Service, Monday December 18th at 6:30 PM 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Crucifer  Carter Recupero 

Acolytes  Emma Recupero 

Karina Stevens 

Lector  Dave Roselius 

Ushers/Greeters/Presenters  Anne Obara 

Cliff Obara 

Camera/Livestream  Doug Hill 

Serving the Assembly 



GATHERING HYMN    O Come, O Come, Emmanuel                         ELW 257 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



HYMN OF THE DAY  Now the Heavens Start to Whisper  ACS 901 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

OFFERTORY HYMN  Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus                    ELW 254 



 
 

OFFERTORY HYMN                   Joy to the World                ELW 267 



MUSIC DURING DISTRIBUTION Light Dawns on a Weary World             ELW 726 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



POST COMMUNION CANTICLE  Now, Lord      ELW 200 



SENDING HYMN   Awake! Awake, and Greet the New Morn             ELW 242 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


