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All the baptized have a calling in God’s world.  God calls not just pastors and deacons but 

also the youngest child, like Samuel.  The story of the calling of Nathanael plays with the idea 

of place.  Nathanael initially dismisses Jesus because he comes from Nazareth.  But where we 

come from isn’t important; it’s where—or rather to whom—we come.  Jesus refers to Jacob, 

who had a vision in a place he called “the house of God, and...the gate of heaven” (Gen. 

28:17).  Jesus says he himself is the place where Nathanael will meet God. 



Welcome members and guests to our worship service today. If you are visiting, we encourage you 
to sign the guest register located in the narthex. Please include your home address, email address 
and phone number.  In each pew, there is a card that you can fill out if you wish to have a consult 
with the pastor and/or leave us more information.   

The nursery is available, however since there are no attendants at this time, feel free to use it as 
needed.   

Trinity offers an induction loop for the benefit of hearing impaired worshippers. To use, please 
switch your hearing aid to “T.” If you are unsure if your hearing aid is compatible, please contact 
your audiologist. 

Enlarged print sermon copies are available for the benefit of sight or hearing impaired worship-
pers. Enlarged print sermon copies are available for the benefit of sight or hearing impaired wor-
shippers.  They can be found in the narthex on the table. 

TRINITY EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH 

6812 River Road, Newport News, VA 23607 

(757) 245-7861—http://trinitylutheran-nn.com 

Church Office Hours:  9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. 

REV. TINA MELUSKY—Pastor (tina.melusky@gmail.com) 

GEOFFREY BELL—Director of Music Ministries (music@trinitynn.org) 

SHARON MATHISON—Administrative Assistant (admin@trinitynn.org) 

CAROL BESSOM—Treasurer (cbessom@trinitynn.com) 

THE CONGREGATION OF TRINITY LUTHERAN—Ministers of the Word 

 

FACEBOOK & WORSHIP LIVESTREAMS: http://facebook.com/TrinityNN 

TRINITY LUTHERAN SCHOOL WEBSITE: http://trinitynn.org 
 

PASTOR MELUSKY’S OFFICE HOURS 

Monday 9am-12pm; Tuesday 9-10:30am, 11:30am-12:15pm; 

Wednesday 9:30am-12pm; Thursday 9am-12pm 

Times are flexible with monthly meetings, but feel free to call for an appointment or drop in. 

Pastor’s Cell: (734) 239-4013 

Trinity is a partner church with Peninsula Pastoral Counseling Center,  

LINK, THRIVE, and The Simple Sunflower. 

Bulletin cover image by Carol Bessom, member 

Music printed and streamed under CCLI License #2372424 and One License A-740899 

Also from sundaysandseasons.com. 

Copyright © 2023 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. 



CARILLON CALL TO WORSHIP 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

PRELUDE Here I Am, Lord  arr. Mark Hayes 

 GATHERING  

 The assembly stands. All may make the sign of the cross,  
 the sign marked at baptism, as the presiding minister begins.  

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 
creator of darkness and light, 
word of truth, wind sweeping over the waters. 
Amen. 

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 
Silence is kept for reflection. 

God, our rock and refuge, 
we pour out our hearts before you. 
We have known you but have not always loved you. 
We have wounded one another 
and sinned against you. 
We have not always recognized the Holy Spirit 
dwelling in each of us. 
Remember your covenant. 
Renew your creation. 
Restore us, 
that we might proclaim your good news to all. 
Amen. 

The voice of the Lord is upon the waters. 
God has spoken: 
The time of grace is now. 

In Jesus, the reign of God has come near. 

By the authority of ☩ Jesus Christ, 
your sins are forgiven. 
You are God’s beloved. 
Amen. 

GATHERING HYMN                        Lift Every Voice and Sing  ELW 841 

                                                       LIFT EVERY VOICE AND SING 

       The assembly faces the processing cross. 



GREETING  

 The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the 
 Holy Spirit be with you all. And also with you.  

HYMN OF PRAISE  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  



PRAYER OF THE DAY           

The assembly is seated. 

FIRST READING:  1 Samuel 3:1-10 [11-20] 

At a time when visions are rare and unexpected, the Lord comes to Samuel and calls him to 
speak the divine word.  Though just a boy, Samuel responds to God obediently, as Eli the priest 
has taught him to respond.  This marks the beginning of Samuel’s prophetic ministry. 

Now the boy Samuel was ministering to the Lord under Eli. The word of 
the Lord was rare in those days; visions were not widespread. 
 At that time Eli, whose eyesight had begun to grow dim so that he could not see, 
was lying down in his room; the lamp of God had not yet gone out, and Samuel was 
lying down in the temple of the Lord, where the ark of God was. Then 
the Lord called, “Samuel! Samuel!” and he said, “Here I am!” and ran to Eli, and said, 
“Here I am, for you called me.” But he said, “I did not call; lie down again.” So he 
went and lay down. The Lord called again, “Samuel!” Samuel got up and went to Eli, 
and said, “Here I am, for you called me.” But he said, “I did not call, my son; lie down 
again.” Now Samuel did not yet know the Lord, and the word of the Lord had not yet 
been revealed to him. The Lord called Samuel again, a third time. And he got up and 
went to Eli, and said, “Here I am, for you called me.” Then Eli perceived that 
the Lord was calling the boy. Therefore Eli said to Samuel, “Go, lie down; and if the 
Lord calls you, you shall say, ‘Speak, Lord, for your servant is listening.’ ” So Samuel 
went and lay down in his place. 
 Now the Lord came and stood there, calling as before, “Samuel! Samuel!” And 
Samuel said, “Speak, for your servant is listening.” [Then the Lord said to Samuel, 
“See, I am about to do something in Israel that will make both ears of anyone who 
hears of it tingle. On that day I will fulfill against Eli all that I have spoken concerning 
his house, from beginning to end. For I have told him that I am about to punish his 
house forever, for the iniquity that he knew, because his sons were blaspheming God, 
and he did not restrain them. Therefore I swear to the house of Eli that the iniquity of 
Eli’s house shall not be expiated by sacrifice or offering forever.” 
 Samuel lay there until morning; then he opened the doors of the house of the Lord. 
Samuel was afraid to tell the vision to Eli. But Eli called Samuel and said, “Samuel, 
my son.” He said, “Here I am.” Eli said, “What was it that the Lord told you? Do not 
hide it from me. May God do so to you and more also, if you hide anything from me 
of all that God told you.” So Samuel told him everything and hid nothing from him. 
Then he said, “It is the Lord; let God do what seems good.” 
 As Samuel grew up, the Lord was with him and let none of his words fall to the 
ground. And all Israel from Dan to Beer-sheba knew that Samuel was a trustworthy 
prophet of the Lord.]  



Word of God, word of life.  Thanks be to God. 

PSALM 139:1-6, 13-18; refrain PS. 139:1 (read responsively; sing refrain as led by the choir) 

 Lord, you have searched me out; 
  O Lord, you have known me. 
 You know my sitting down and my rising up; 
  you discern my thoughts from afar. 
 You trace my journeys and my resting-places 
  and are acquainted with all my ways. 
 Indeed, there is not a word on my lips, 
  but you, O Lord, know it altogether. R 
 You encompass me, behind and before, 
  and lay your hand upon me. 
 Such knowledge is too wonderful for me; 
  it is so high that I cannot attain to it. 
 For you yourself created my inmost parts; 
  you knit me together in my mother’s womb. 
 I will thank you because I am marvelously made; 
  your works are wonderful, and I know it well. R 
 My body was not hidden from you, 
  while I was being made in secret and woven in the depths of the earth. 
 Your eyes beheld my limbs, yet unfinished in the womb; all of them were 
 written in your book; 
  my days were fashioned before they came to be. 
 How deep I find your thoughts, O God! 
  How great is the sum of them! 
 If I were to count them, they would be more in number than the sand; 
  to count them all, my life span would need to be like yours. R  
  
SECOND READING: 1 CORINTHIANS 6:12-20 

Paul helps the Corinthians understand that God has claimed the entirety of their lives through 
the death of Christ.  Hence Christian relationships and conduct, including areas of human 
sexuality, are to reflect the reality that we belong to Christ and that the Holy Spirit lives 
within us.  

 



“All things are lawful for me,” but not all things are beneficial. “All things are lawful 
for me,” but I will not be dominated by anything. “Food is meant for the stomach and 
the stomach for food,” and God will destroy both one and the other. The body is 
meant not for fornication but for the Lord, and the Lord for the body. And God raised 
the Lord and will also raise us by his power. Do you not know that your bodies are 
members of Christ? Should I therefore take the members of Christ and make them 
members of a prostitute? Never! Do you not know that whoever is united to a 
prostitute becomes one body with her? For it is said, “The two shall be one flesh.” But 
anyone united to the Lord becomes one spirit with the Lord. Shun fornication! Every 
sin that a person commits is outside the body; but the fornicator sins against the body 
itself. Or do you not know that your body is a temple of the Holy Spirit within you, 
which you have from God, and that you are not your own? For you were bought with 
a price; therefore glorify God in your body.  
 
Word of God, word of life.  Thanks be to God. 

  The assembly stands. 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION  ELW 174 

GOSPEL LESSON: John 1:43-51 
 
The Holy Gospel according to St. John the 1st Chapter. Glory to you O Lord. 
In John’s gospel, Jesus’ ministry begins with the call of disciples, who then bring others to 
Jesus.  Philip’s friend Nathanael moves from skepticism to faith when he accepts the invitation 
to “Come and see.” 

The next day Jesus decided to go to Galilee. He found Philip and said to him, “Follow 
me.” Now Philip was from Bethsaida, the city of Andrew and Peter. Philip found 
Nathanael and said to him, “We have found him about whom Moses in the law and 
also the prophets wrote, Jesus son of Joseph from Nazareth.” Nathanael said to him, 
“Can anything good come out of Nazareth?” Philip said to him, “Come and 
see.” When Jesus saw Nathanael coming toward him, he said of him, “Here is truly an 



Israelite in whom there is no deceit!” Nathanael asked him, “Where did you get to 
know me?” Jesus answered, “I saw you under the fig tree before Philip called 
you.” Nathanael replied, “Rabbi, you are the Son of God! You are the King of 
Israel!” Jesus answered, “Do you believe because I told you that I saw you under the 
fig tree? You will see greater things than these.” And he said to him, “Very truly, I tell 
you, you will see heaven opened and the angels of God ascending and descending 
upon the Son of Man.”  

The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ. 

   The assembly is seated. 

CHILDREN’S CHAT   Pastor Tina Melusky  
SERMON  Pastor Tina Melusky  

 The assembly stands.  

HYMN OF THE DAY  Jesus Calls Us; o’er the Tumult   ELW 696 

 GALILEE    

APOSTLES CREED  

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
 creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, 
 who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
 born of the virgin Mary, 
 suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
 was crucified, died, and was buried; 
 he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; 
 he ascended into heaven, 
 he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
 and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
 the holy catholic Church, 
 the communion of saints, 
 the forgiveness of sins, 
 the resurrection of the body, 
 and the life everlasting.  
 Amen  
    
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION  

 God of grace, receive our prayer.   
 
 



  
SHARING OF THE PEACE 

 The peace of the Lord be with you always.  And also with you. 

RECEIVING OF TITHES AND OFFERINGS 

       The assembly is seated. 

 

OFFERTORY ANTHEM                           I Dream of a World      Mark A. Miller 
      Charles Robinson, baritone 

I dream of a world where everyone is welcome, 

I dream of a place we all can call home. 

I dream of a world where justice is flowing 

with hope and peace growing, where love’s work is done. 

Make it so, make it so! 

We long for the day, make it so! 

We dream of a world where peace reigns among us, 

and love’s work is done: may we make it so! 

May love fill our hearts to reach out in welcome, 

and help us to see our neighbor once more. 

Let’s dream of a world where my hand joins your hand, 

working together, we must make it so. 

 
OFFERTORY HYMN Let the Vineyards Be Fruitful  ELW 181 
   

OFFERTORY PRAYER  

 Blessed are you, Holy One, 
for all good things come from you. 
In bread and cup you open heaven to us. 
Meet us at this table, 
that we receive what we seek 
and follow your Son, Jesus, 
in whose name we pray. 
Amen. 

 
 



MEAL 

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING  

 

 

 

PROPER PREFACE  

 It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all 
 places give thanks and praise…  

 …we praise your name and join their unending hymn:  

SANCTUS 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   
   
   

    



THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE    
 
Holy God, you alone are holy, you alone are God.  
 
 The universe declares your praise:  
 beyond the stars; beneath the sea;  
 within each cell; with every breath.  
 We praise you, O God.  

 

 Generations bless your faithfulness:  
 through the water; by night and day;  
 across the wilderness; out of exile; into the future.  
 We bless you, O God.  

 

 We give you thanks for your dear Son:  
 at the heart of human life; near to those who suffer;  
 beside the sinner; among the poor; with us now.  
 We thank you, O God.  

 

 In the night in which he was betrayed,  
 our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;  
 broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:  
 Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.  
 Do this for the remembrance of me.  

 

 Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,  
 and gave it for all to drink, saying:  
 This cup is the new covenant in my blood,  
 shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.  
 Do this for the remembrance of me.  

 
 

 Remembering his love for us on the way, at the table, and to the end,  
 we proclaim the mystery of faith:  
 Christ has died.  
 Christ is risen.  
 Christ will come again.  

 

 We pray for the gift of your Spirit:  
 in our gathering; within this meal;  
 among your people; throughout the world.  
 

 Blessing, praise, and thanks to you, holy God, through Christ Jesus,  
 by your Spirit, in your church, without end.  
 Amen. 
 



 LORD’S PRAYER   

  
 Our Father, who art in heaven, 
 hallowed be thy name, 
 thy kingdom come,  
 thy will be done, 
 on earth as it is in heaven. 
 Give us this day our daily bread; 
 and forgive us our trespasses, 
 as we forgive those 
  who trespass against us; 
 and lead us not into temptation, 
 but deliver us from evil. 
 For thine is the kingdom, 
 and the power, and the glory, 
 forever and ever.  Amen. 
   
  The assembly is seated. 

AGNUS DEI 

COMMUNION  

Communion is held around the table.  The bread will be handed to you by the pastor. 
Please take a communion cup with wine from the outside edge of the tray or a grape juice 
cup from the center of the tray.  Recycle baskets are located outside of the sanctuary doors 
for your plastic cups. 



MUSIC DURING DISTRIBUTION 
Goodness Is Stronger than Evil                                 ELW 721 

                                                       GOODNESS IS STRONGER 

Christ Has Broken Down the Wall 

 

 The assembly stands. 

 

 



SENDING 

TABLE BLESSING  

 

POST COMMUNION PRAYER 

BLESSING 
 God who names you, Christ who claims you, and the Holy Spirit who dwells in 
 you, ☩ bless you and remain with you always. Amen  

SENDING HYMN                                   Here I Am, Lord                                             ELW 574

                                                  HERE I AM, LORD             

                                          The assembly turns to face the recessing cross. 

DISMISSAL 

 Go in peace. You are God’s beloved. 
 Thanks be to God. 

POSTLUDE                                  Toccata on “Lift Every Voice” Mark A. Miller
   

 
 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Church Office Closed::  On Monday, January 15, the Church and School offices will 
be CLOSED for the Martin Luther King Holiday. 
RED FOOD BOX: Please bring in items for our Little Red Food Box!  Items needed are 
posted near the table in the narthex. Thank you for helping brighten the lives of our 
siblings in Christ! 
OFFERING ENVELOPES:  Please remember to pick up your 2024 offering boxes in the 
church library, and save the church the cost of mailing them!  If you visit any of our 
shut-ins, please also feel free to pick up these boxes as well and deliver them in 
person.  And a reminder -- while we all appreciate the convenience and consistency of 
Vanco or other online giving, please pick up your offering boxes as well.  They 
contain envelopes for our Lenten and Advent additional special giving, as well as 
other envelopes that may be used to donate to World Hunger, the school, the church 
scholarship fund, etc.  These extra gifts help us stay on track with our budget and 
increase our outreach to our siblings in Christ!  Thank you! 



PRAYER LIST  
ILLNESS, SURGERY, RECOVERY, SHUT-INS:  Nursing Homes/Assisted Living: 
Jeanette Cantrell, Millie Christensen, Lucille Lebold, and Barbara Olson (The 
Chesapeake, Assisted Living Room 317);  Richard Anderson, Hampton Health and 
Rehab, Room 226, Shirley Anderson Riverside Rehab, Yorktown, Room 1113. Shut– in 
at Home: Peggy Cash, Janet Edwards. Doris Moser, The Gardens at Warwick Forest, 
Rm. 204.   
PRAYER REQUESTS: Heike Ahlen, and the Ahlen family, requested by Kathy 
Stevens; Matt Adamo (Brother-in-law of Patricia) requested by Patricia Fielding; Matt 

Eggars (Sandy’s nephew), requested by the Sniady family; family and friends of 
Nancy Gloss; Loyd Rawls, requested by Laura Davis; Mary Lou Hubble (Jacob’s 
aunt), requested by the Wessler family; Jessica Savage, requested by the Dail Family; 
Harry Hartman and Bill Wren, requested by Anne Obara; Bill Selby (uncle) and 
Sherrie Strickland (cousin), requested by Wendy Mynoymany. Beth Eisdorfer, 

daughter of Terri Hoffeditz.  

Those Who Serve, Military and Civilian Duty:  James Fielding, State Dept., 
Myanmar; Bryan Hunt, State Dept., Sierra Leone.; Eric Lindfors, Deputy Commander 
US Naval Forces - Korea; Tyler Obara, Virginia Air National Guard, LAFB; Josh and 
Ellen (Davis) Badgley, State Department, Bangkok, Thailand; Michael Titus, US Navy, 
Naval Shipyard, Washington, DC and wife, Elisabeth Bruce. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

“Christ Has Broken Down the Wall,” words and music by Mark A. Miller, © 2011 
Choristers Guild and used by permission. 

Crucifer  Carl Carpenter 

Acolytes  Karina Stevens 

Elena Stevens 

   

Lector  Misty Prussia 

Ushers/Greeters/

Presenters 

 Dave Roselius 

Cliff Obara 

Altar Guild  Karoline Ardis 

Steve Quist 

Camera/Livestream  Douglas Hill 

Serving the Assembly 



GATHERING HYMN Lift Every Voice and Sing  ELW 841 



Lift Every Voice and Sing Continued 



HYMN OF THE DAY Jesus Calls Us; o’er the Tumult ELW 696 



OFFERTORY HYMN Let the Vineyards Be Fruitful ELW 181  



MUSIC DURING DISTRIBUTION      Goodness Is Stronger than Evil                   ELW 721 



SENDING HYMN Here I Am, Lord ELW 574 




