
TRINITY EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH 

Second Sunday of Easter 

10:00 AM Worship Service  • April 7, 2024 

The Easter season is a week of weeks, seven Sundays when we play in the mystery of Christ’s 
presence, mostly through the glorious Gospel of John. Today we gather with the disciples on 
the first Easter, and Jesus breathes the Spirit on us. With Thomas we ask for a sign, and Jesus 
offers us his wounded self in the broken bread. From frightened individuals we are transformed 
into a community of open doors, peace, forgiveness, and material sharing such that no one 
among us is in need.  

 



Welcome members and guests to our worship service today. If you are visiting, we encourage you 

to sign the guest register located in the narthex. Please include your home address, email address 

and phone number.  In each pew, there is a card that you can fill out if you wish to have a consult 

with the pastor and/or leave us more information.   

The nursery is available, however since there are no attendants at this time, feel free to use it as 

needed.   

Trinity offers an induction loop for the benefit of hearing impaired worshippers. To use, please 

switch your hearing aid to “T.” If you are unsure if your hearing aid is compatible, please contact 

your audiologist. 
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CARILLON CALL TO WORSHIP 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

PRELUDE                       Prelude on Shanti              Jacob B. Weber

  

GATHERING 

 The assembly stands. All may make the sign of the cross,  

 the sign marked at baptism, as the presiding minister begins.   
 

 

 

THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM   

 Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 

 by whose hand we are given new birth, 

 by whose speaking we are given new life. 

 Amen. 
 

 Joined to Christ in the waters of baptism, 

 we are welcomed, restored, and supported 

 as citizens of the new creation. 

 Let us give thanks for the gift of baptism. 
 

 Holy God, 

 holy and merciful, 

 holy and mighty, 

 you are the river of life, 

 you are the everlasting wellspring. 
 

 In mercy and might you have freed us from death 

 and raised us with Jesus, the firstborn of the dead. 

 In baptismal waters our old life is washed away, 

 Wash away our sin and all that separates us from you. 

 Empower our witness to your resurrection. 

 Strengthen our resolve in seeking justice for all. 
 



 Satisfy the world’s need through this living water. 

 Where drought dries the earth, bring refreshment. 

 Where despair prevails, grant hope. 

 Where chaos reigns, bring peace. 

 We ask this through Christ, 

 who with you and the Spirit reigns forever. 

 Amen. 
 

 

GATHERING HYMN         Alleluia, Alleluia! Give Thanks 

                                                       ALLELUIA NO. 1 
         

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

Continued on next page 



GREETING  

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the  Ho-

ly Spirit be with you all.   

And also with you.  

KYRIE 

Continued on next page 



CANTICLE OF PRAISE 

Continued on next page 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Continued on next page 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY  

               The assembly is seated. 

FIRST LESSON: Acts 4:32-35 

While the apostles testified to others about the resurrection of Jesus, the early Christian com-
munity shared what they owned or sold their possessions to help their fellow believers who 
were in need.  

 

Now the whole group of those who believed were of one heart and soul, and no 
one claimed private ownership of any possessions, but everything they owned was 
held in common. With great power the apostles gave their testimony to the resur-
rection of the Lord Jesus, and great grace was upon them all. There was not a needy 
person among them, for as many as owned lands or houses sold them and brought 
the proceeds of what was sold.  They laid it at the apostles’ feet, and it was distrib-
uted to each as any had need. 

 

Word of God, word of life.  Thanks be to God. 

PSALM: Psalm 133  (read responsively; sung response before and when denoted by “R”) 

  

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

How good and how pleasant it is, 
  when kindred live together in unity! 
 It is like fine oil upon the head, flowing down upon the beard, 
  upon the beard of Aaron, flowing down upon the collar of his robe. R 
 It is like the dew of Hermon flowing down upon the hills of Zion. 
  For there the LORD has commanded the blessing: life for evermore. R 

SECOND LESSON: 1 John 1:1--2:2  

The opening of this letter serves as a reality check. The reality of God is light, but our con-
fessed reality has been sin. God cleanses us from our sinful reality through Christ’s death so 
that we live in fellowship with Christ and walk in God’s light. 
 

We declare to you what was from the beginning, what we have heard, what we 
have seen with our eyes, what we have looked at and touched with our hands, con-
cerning the word of life—this life was revealed, and we have seen it and testify to it, 
and declare to you the eternal life that was with the Father and was revealed to 
us—we declare to you what we have seen and heard so that you also may have fel-
lowship with us; and truly our fellowship is with the Father and with the Son Jesus 
Christ. We are writing these things so that our joy may be complete. 
 
  This is the message we have heard from him and proclaim to you, that God is 
light and in  God there is no darkness at all. If we say that we have fellowship with 
God while we are walking in darkness, we lie and do not do what is true; but if we 
walk in the light as God is in the light, we have fellowship with one another, and 
the blood of Jesus the Son cleanses us from all sin. If we say that we have no sin, we 
deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. If we confess our sins, God who is 
faithful and just will forgive us our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. If 
we say that we have not sinned, we make God a liar, and God’s word is not in us. 
 
 My little children, I am writing these things to you so that you may not sin. But if  



 anyone does sin, we have an advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the right-
eous; and he is the atoning sacrifice for our sins, and not for ours only but also for 
the sins of the whole world. 

Word of God, word of life.  Thanks be to God. 

   The assembly stands.  

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 

 

 

 

 

 
 

GOSPEL: John 20:19-31 

 

The story of Easter continues as the risen Jesus appears to his disciples. His words to 
Thomas offer a blessing to all who entrust themselves in faith to the risen Lord. 
 

The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the 20th chapter, Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

When it was evening on that day, the first day of the week, and the doors of the 

house where the disciples had met were locked for fear of the Jews, Jesus came 

and stood among them and said, “Peace be with you.” After he said this, he 

showed them his hands and his side. Then the disciples rejoiced when they saw 

the Lord.  Jesus said to them again, “Peace be with you. As the Father has sent me, 

so I send you.”  When he had said this, he breathed on them and said to them, 

“Receive the Holy Spirit.  If you forgive the sins of any, they are forgiven them; if 

you retain the sins of any, they are retained.” 

 

  But Thomas (who was called the Twin), one of the twelve, was not with them 

when Jesus came.  So the other disciples told him, “We have seen the Lord.” But 

he said to them, “Unless I see the mark of the nails in his hands, and put my fin-

ger in the mark of the nails and my hand in his side, I will not believe.” 

  A week later his disciples were again in the house, and Thomas was with them. 

Although the doors were shut, Jesus came and stood among them and said, 



“Peace be with you.”  Then he said to Thomas, “Put your finger here and  

see my hands. Reach out your hand and put it in my side. Do not doubt but 

believe.”  Thomas answered him, “My Lord and my God!”  Jesus said to him, “Have 

you believed because you have seen me? Blessed are those who have not seen and 

yet have come to believe.” 
 

  Now Jesus did many other signs in the presence of his disciples, which are not 

written in this book. But these are written so that you may come to believe that 

Jesus is the Messiah, the Son of God, and that through believing you may have life 

in his name 
 

   The Gospel of the Lord.  Praise to you, O Christ.  

CHILDREN’S CHAT  Pastor Tina Melusky 

SERMON  Pastor Tina Melusky 

 

HYMN OF THE DAY                   Touch That Soothes and Heals                                  ACS 939 

  CIVILITY 

NICENE CREED 

 We believe in one God, 

 the Father, the Almighty, 

 maker of heaven and earth, 

 of all that is, seen and unseen. 

 We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 

 the only Son of God, 

 eternally begotten of the Father, 

 God from God, Light from Light, 
 

 true God from true God, 

 begotten, not made, 

 of one Being with the Father; 

 through him all things were made. 

 For us and for our salvation 

 he came down from heaven,  

 was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary 

 and became truly human. 

 For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 

 he suffered death and was buried. 



     On the third day he rose again 

 in accordance with the scriptures; 

 he ascended into heaven 

 and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

 He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 

 and his kingdom will have no end. 

 We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 

  who proceeds from the Father and the Son,* 

  who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, 

  who has spoken through the prophets. 

  We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. 

  We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 

  We look for the resurrection of the dead, 

 and the life of the world to come.  Amen. 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION  

 God of Grace, hear our prayer. 

SHARING OF THE PEACE 

 The peace of the Lord be with you always.  And also with you. 
 
 

     The assembly is seated. 
 

RECEIVING OF TITHES AND OFFERINGS 

OFFERTORY ANTHEM                    Love’s Redeeming Work Is Done                Michael Larkin 

  Charles Adam Robinson, baritone 

                

  The assembly stands. 

OFFERTORY HYMN              Praise God From Whom All Blessings Flow      

  LASST UNS ERFREUEN;  

 



OFFERTORY PRAYER 

Risen One, 

you call us to believe and bear fruit. 

May the gifts that we offer here 

be signs of your abiding love. 

Form us to be your witnesses in the world, 

through Jesus Christ, our true vine. 

Amen. 

         

 

 

 



            MEAL  

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PROPER PREFACE 

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all plac-

es give thanks and praise…  

...we praise your name and join their unending hymn:  

SANCTUS 



 

 

 

 

 

THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE  

 

You are indeed holy, almighty and merciful God.  

You are most holy, and great is the majesty of your glory.  

You so loved the world that you gave your only Son,  

so that everyone who believes in him may not perish  

but have eternal life.  

We give you thanks for his coming into the world  

to fulfill for us your holy will  

and to accomplish all things for our salvation.  

In the night in which he was betrayed,  

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;  

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:  

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.  

Do this for the remembrance of me.  
 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,  

and gave it for all to drink, saying:  

This cup is the new covenant in my blood,  

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.  

For as often as we eat of this bread and drink from this cup, we proclaim the Lord’s 

death until he comes: 

 

 

 



Remembering, therefore, his salutary command,  

his life-giving passion and death, his glorious resurrection and ascension,  

and the promise of his coming again,  

we give thanks to you, O Lord God Almighty  

not as we ought but as we are able;  

we ask you mercifully to accept our praise and thanksgiving  

Remembering, therefore, his salutary command,  

his life-giving passion and death, his glorious resurrection and ascension,  

and the promise of his coming again,  

we give thanks to you, O Lord God Almighty  

not as we ought but as we are able;  

we ask you mercifully to accept our praise and thanksgiving  

and with your Word and Holy Spirit to bless us, your servants,  

and these your own gifts of bread and wine,  

so that we and all who share in the body and blood of Christ  

may be filled with heavenly blessing and grace,  

and, receiving the forgiveness of sin,  

may be formed to live as your holy people  

and be given our inheritance with all your saints.  

To you, O God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit,  

be all honor and glory in your holy church, now and forever. 

 

 

 

LORD’S PRAYER  
 

 Our Father, who art in heaven, 



 Hallowed be thy name, 

 thy kingdom come,  

 thy will be done, 

 on earth as it is in heaven. 

 Give us this day our daily bread; 

  and forgive us our trespasses, 

 as we forgive those 

 who trespass against us; 

 and lead us not into temptation, 

 but deliver us from evil. 

 For thine is the kingdom, 

 and the power, and the glory, 

 forever and ever.   

 Amen. 

             The assembly is seated. 

AGNUS DEI 

     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

COMMUNION 

Communion will be held around the table. The bread will be handed to you by the pastor. 

Please take a clear communion cup with wine from the outside edge of the tray or a purple 

grape juice cup from the center of the tray. Recycle baskets are located outside of the sanc-

tuary doors for your plastic cups.  

 



MUSIC DURING THE DISTRIBUTION     We Walk by Faith                                       ELW 635   
  SHANTI      

     
  The assembly stands. 
 

SENDING 

TABLE BLESSING 

Now may the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep 

you in his grace.  Amen.  

POST COMMUNION CANTICLE     Thankful Hearts and Voices Raise ELW 204 

 

POST COMMUNION PRAYER 

BLESSING 
 

Alleluia! Christ is risen! Christ is risen indeed! Alleluia! 

The God of resurrection power, the Christ of unending joy, 

and the Spirit of Easter hope ☩ bless you now and always. 

Amen 
 

SENDING HYMN                   That Easter Day with Joy Was Bright                          ELW 384 
         PUER NOBIS NASCITUR 
        

The assembly turns to face the recessing cross. 

DISMISSAL 

Alleluia! Go in peace. Rejoice and be glad. 
 
 

Thanks be to God. Alleluia! 
 
POSTLUDE                                                Toccata in Seven                                     John Rutter                            



  SERVING THE ASSEMBLY 

CRUCIFER—Abbi Wessler 

ACOLYTES—Drew Rummel and Luke Harry 

LECTOR—Anne Obara 

TORCHBEARERS—Carter Recupero and  Carl Carpenter 

USHERS/GREETERS— Anne and Cliff Obara 

CAMERA/LIVESTREAM—Doug Hill 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

Vacation Bible School: Hometown Nazareth Where Jesus Was a Kid 

Last summer’s revival of Hilton Vacation Bible School was a great success.  Before it 
ended, many participants were already looking forward to this year’s session.  This 
summer, the Hilton area churches will again be hosting VBS --HOMETOWN NAZA-
RETH WHERE JESUS WAS A KID. 

The VBS Steering Committee is hard at work planning for an exciting four-night pro-
gram July 29-August 1 (Monday through Thursday) from 5-8 p.m.  

This is a marvelous outreach opportunity to bring the Good News to families in our 
churches and community and to cultivate a lifetime faith for the participants.  There 
will be numerous volunteer opportunities for kitchen staff to help prepare and serve 
simple dinners, shepherds to lead the groups to their activities, as well as leaders and 
helpers in crafts, recreation, and music.  

Please consider your talents and how you can contribute to a successful VBS.  When 

we have a volunteer roster, we’ll know the number of students we can accept.  We’re 

hoping to accept more kids this year!  

THANK YOU 

The Reception Committee would like to thank all those who helped to make our East-

er reception a success.  Thanks to those who helped set up, thanks to those who 

brought delicious brunch goodies to share, thanks to those who helped to serve, 

thanks to those who helped to clean up!  Special thanks to Charlotte Duff for the deli-

cious cakes!  It would hardly be a Trinity reception without them! 

Continued to next page 



Receptions such as this are a wonderful way to share fun and fellowship within 

our Trinity family and with our guests and visitors; and the Committee is so 

grateful for everyone’s participation! 

 

 

      PRAYER LIST  

ILLNESS, SURGERY, RECOVERY, SHUT-INS: Nursing Homes/Assisted 

Living: Jeanette Cantrell, Millie Christensen, Lucille Lebold, and Barbara Olson;  

Richard Anderson, Hampton Health and Rehab, Room 226. Shut– ins at Home: 

Peggy Cash, and Shirley Anderson.   

PRAYER REQUESTS: Judy Bessom-Arnold, requested by Stevens and Bessom 

Families; Family of Barbara Crane, long time member of St. Timothy Lutheran 

requested by Dottie Self; Lucia L. Solomon , requested by Bill Solomon;  Jim 

Shook, Phil Shook's father; Jean Wimmer--friend of Jeannette Dail; Heike Ahlen, 

and the Ahlen family, requested by Kathy Stevens; Matt Adamo (Brother-in-law 

of Patricia) requested by Patricia Fielding; Matt Eggars (Sandy’s nephew), 

requested by the Sniady family; Jessica Savage, requested by the Dail Family; Bill 

Wren and  Don Harvey (father) and Anne Obara; Sherrie Strickland (cousin), 

requested by Wendy Mynoymany; and Beth Eisdorfer, daughter of Terri 

Hoffeditz;  The Family and friends of Doris Moeser, who passed away March 18, 

2024; and the family and friends of Janet Edwards, who passed away March 27, 

2024. Thanks be to God who gives us the victory through Christ Jesus. 

 

THOSE WHO SERVE, MILITARY AND CIVILIAN DUTY:  James Fielding, in 

Tokyo, Japan, Myanmar; Bryan Hunt, State Dept., Sierra Leone.; Tyler Obara, 

Virginia Air National guard, LAFB; Josh and Ellen (Davis) Badgley, State 

Department, Bangkok, Thailand; Michael Titus, US Navy, Naval Shipyard, 

Washington, DC and wife,  Elisabeth Bruce. 



HYMN OF THE DAY                   Touch That Soothes and Heals    ACS 939 



MUSIC DURING DISTRIBUTION         We Walk by Faith           ELW 384 



POST COMMUNION CANTICLE    Thankful Hearts and Voices Raise        ELW 204 



SENDING HYMN   That Easter Day with Joy Was Bright                  ELW 384 


