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Setting 10 

 
The mustard seed becomes a great shrub that shelters the birds, recalling ancient images of the 

tree of life. We’d expect a cedar or a sequoia, but Jesus finds the power of God better imaged 

in a tiny, no-account seed. It’s not the way we expect divine activity to look. Yet the tree of life 

is here, in the cross around which we gather, the tree into which we are grafted through bap-

tism, the true vine that nourishes us with its fruit in the cup we share. It may not appear all that 

impressive, but while nobody’s looking it grows with a power beyond our understanding.  



 

 

 

Welcome members and guests to our worship service today. If you are visiting, we 

encourage you to sign the guest register located in the narthex. Please include your 

home address, email address and phone number.  In each pew, there is a card that 

you can fill out if you wish to have a consult with the pastor and/or leave us more in-

formation.   

The nursery is available, however since there are no attendants at this time, feel free 

to use it as needed.   

TRINITY EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH 

6812 River Road, Newport News, VA 23607 

(757) 245-7861—http://trinitylutheran-nn.com 

Church Office Hours:  9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. 

REV. TINA MELUSKY—Pastor (tina.melusky@gmail.com) 

GEOFFREY BELL—Director of Music Ministries (music@trinitynn.org) 

SHARON MATHISON—Administrative Assistant (admin@trinitynn.org) 

CAROL BESSOM—Treasurer (cbessom@trinitynn.com) 

THE CONGREGATION OF TRINITY LUTHERAN—Ministers of the Word 

FACEBOOK & WORSHIP LIVESTREAMS: http://facebook.com/TrinityNN 

TRINITY LUTHERAN SCHOOL WEBSITE: http://trinitynn.org 
 

PASTOR MELUSKY’S OFFICE HOURS 

Monday 9am-12pm; Tuesday 9-10:30am, 11:30am-12:15pm; 

Wednesday 9:30am-12pm; Thursday 9am-12pm 

Times are flexible with monthly meetings, but feel free  
to call for an appointment or drop in. 

Pastor’s Cell: (734) 239-4013 

Trinity is a partner church with Peninsula Pastoral Counseling Center,  
LINK, THRIVE, and The Simple Sunflower. 

Bulletin cover image by Carol Bessom 

Music printed and streamed under CCLI License #2372424, One License A-740899 

and from sundaysandseasons.com. 

Copyright © 2024 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. 
Augsburg Fortress 



CARILLON CALL TO WORSHIP 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

PRELUDE                                      Prelude on The Ash Grove                        Mary McDonald 

  GATHERING 
The assembly stands. All may make the sign of the cross,  

the sign marked at baptism, as the presiding minister begins.  

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS   

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 
the God of manna, 
the God of miracles, 
the God of mercy. 
Amen. 
Drawn to Christ and seeking God’s abundance, 
let us confess our sin. 
 

Silence is kept for reflection. 
 

God, our provider, 
help us. 
It is hard to believe there is enough to share. 
We question your ways when they differ from the ways 
of the world in which we live. 
We turn to our own understanding 
rather than trusting in you. 
We take offense at your teachings and your ways. 
Turn us again to you. 
Where else can we turn? 
Share with us the words of eternal life 
and feed us for life in the world. 
Amen. 
Beloved people of God: 
in Jesus, the manna from heaven, 
you are fed and nourished. 
By Jesus, the worker of miracles, 
there is always more than enough. 
Through Jesus, ☩ the bread of life, 
you are shown God’s mercy: 
you are forgiven and loved into abundant life. 
Amen. 
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  (TWO OAKS)   
 

GREETING 

 The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the 
 Holy Spirit be with you all.   

 And also with you.  

KYRIE   

 

 

 

 

 

 

HYMN OF PRAISE 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

                                                          The assembly is seated. 

FIRST READING: Ezekiel 17:22-24 

Tree imagery is used in a messianic prophecy to tell how the LORD will choose someone from 
Judah’s royal family (the cedar tree) to reign over all creation. This tree will be planted on 
Mount Zion, the location of the holy temple. 

Thus says the Lord GOD: 
 I myself will take a sprig 
  from the lofty top of a cedar; 
  I will set it out. 
 I will break off a tender one 
  from the topmost of its young twigs; 
 I myself will plant it 
  on a high and lofty mountain. 
 On the mountain height of Israel 
  I will plant it, 
 in order that it may produce boughs and bear fruit, 
  and become a noble cedar. 
 Under it every kind of bird will live; 
  in the shade of its branches will nest 
  winged creatures of every kind. 
 All the trees of the field shall know 

 That I am the Lord. 
I bring low the high tree,  
I make high the low tree 
And make the dry tree flourish. 



I dry up the green tree 
and make the dry tree flourish. 
 I the LORD have spoken; 
  I will accomplish it. 
Word of God, Word of Life.  Thanks be to God. 

PSALM 92:1-4, 12-15 (spoken responsively) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

It is a good thing to give thanks to the LORD, 
  to sing praise to your name, O Most High; 
 to herald your love in the morning 
  and your faithfulness at night; 
 on the psaltery, and on the lyre, 
  and to the melody of the harp. 
 For you have made me glad by your acts, O LORD; 
  and I shout for joy because of the works of your hands. R 
 The righteous shall flourish like a palm tree, 
  and shall spread abroad like a cedar of Lebanon. 
 Those who are planted in the house of the LORD 
  shall flourish in the courts of our God; 
 they shall still bear fruit in old age; 
  they shall be green and succulent; 
 that they may show how upright the LORD is, 
  my rock, in whom there is no injustice. R 
 
SECOND READING: 2 Corinthians 5:6-10 [11-13] 14-17  

Paul encourages believers to live by faith and not by sight. We do not consider Jesus from a 
human perspective but through the eyes of faith, believing he died for all and was raised. All 
who are in Christ are now in God’s new creation. 

So we are always confident; even though we know that while we are at home in the 
body we are away from the Lord—for we walk by faith, not by sight. Yes, we do 
have confidence, and we would rather be away from the body and at home with 



the Lord. So whether we are at home or away, we make it our aim to please the 
Lord. For all of us must appear before the judgment seat of Christ, so that each may 
receive recompense for what has been done in the body, whether good or evil. 
  [Therefore, knowing the fear of the Lord, we try to persuade others; but we our-
selves are well known to God, and I hope that we are also well known to your con-
sciences. We are not commending ourselves to you again, but giving you an oppor-
tunity to boast about us, so that you may be able to answer those who boast in out-
ward appearance and not in the heart. For if we are beside ourselves, it is for God; if 
we are in our right mind, it is for you.] For the love of Christ urges us on, because 
we are convinced that one has died for all; therefore all have died. And he died for 
all, so that those who live might live no longer for themselves, but for him who 
died and was raised for them. 
 From now on, therefore, we regard no one from a human point of view; even 
though we once knew Christ from a human point of view, we know him no longer 
in that way. So if anyone is in Christ, there is a new creation: everything old has 
passed away; see, everything has become new! 

Word of God, Word of life.  Thanks be to God. 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
GOSPEL: Mark 4:26-34 
 

Jesus frequently uses parables to teach ordinary people as they are able to hear and under-
stand. Images of sowing and growing show the vitality of God’s kingdom. 

The Holy Gospel according to St. Mark the 4th chapter.   Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

[Jesus] said, “The kingdom of God is as if someone would scatter seed on the 
ground, and would sleep and rise night and day, and the seed would sprout and 
grow, he does not know how. The earth produces of itself, first the stalk, then the 



head, then the full grain in the head. But when the grain is ripe, at once he goes in 
with his sickle, because the harvest has come.” 
 He also said, “With what can we compare the kingdom of God, or what parable 
will we use for it? It is like a mustard seed, which, when sown upon the ground,  
is the smallest of all the seeds on earth; yet when it is sown it grows up and be-
comes the greatest of all shrubs, and puts forth large branches, so that the birds of 
the air can make nests in its shade.” 
 With many such parables he spoke the word to them, as they were able to hear 
it; he did not speak to them except in parables, but he explained everything in pri-
vate to his disciples. 
 

  The Gospel of the Lord.  Praise to you, O Christ. 

     The assembly is seated. 

CHILDREN’S CHAT  Pastor Tina Melusky 

SERMON  Pastor Tina Melusky 

  The assembly stands. 

HYMN OF THE DAY                           What Is the World Like ACS 1047 

  NEW WORLD 

APOSTLE’S CREED 

 

 I believe in God, the Father almighty,  
 creator of heaven and earth.  
 I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,  
 who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,  
 born of the virgin Mary,  
 suffered under Pontius Pilate,  
 was crucified, died, and was buried;  
 he descended to the dead.  
 On the third day he rose again;  
 he ascended into heaven,  
 he is seated at the right hand of the Father,  
 and he will come to judge the living and the dead.  
 I believe in the Holy Spirit,  
 the holy catholic church,  
 the communion of saints,  
 the forgiveness of sins,  
 the resurrection of the body,  
 and the life everlasting.  Amen. 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 



 Merciful God, receive our prayer. 

SHARING OF THE PEACE  

 The peace of the Lord be with you always.  And also with you. 

                                                               The assembly is seated. 

RECEIVING OF TITHES AND OFFERINGS   
 
OFFERTORY      Child of God   (Mark A. Miller) 

      Charles Robinson, Baritone 

 

No matter what people say or think about me, I am a child of God. 

No matter what people say or think about you, you are a child of God. 

No matter what the world says or thinks about me, I am a child of God. 

No matter what the church says, decisions, pronouncements on you, 
you are a child of God. 

And there is no thing, or no one who can separate, 

they can’t separate you from the truth that you’re someone, 

you are family, you are meant to be, a child of God! 
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  The assembly stands. 

OFFERTORY PRAYER 
 

Jesus, Bread of life, 

you have set this table with your very self, 

and called us to the feast of plenty. 

Gather what has been sown among us, 

and strengthen us in this meal. 

Make us to be what we receive here, 

your body for the life of the world. 

Amen. 

 

 



MEAL 

GREAT THANKSGIVING   
 

The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
 

Lift up your hearts 
We lift them to the Lord. 
 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 

PROPER PREFACE  

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all  places 

give thanks and praise…  

 …we praise your name and join their unending hymn:  

 SANCTUS    

THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 



LORD’S PRAYER 

 

 Our Father, who art in heaven,  
  hallowed be thy name,  
  thy kingdom come,  
  thy will be done,  
   on earth as it is in heaven.  
 Give us this day our daily bread;  
 and forgive us our trespasses,  
  as we forgive those  
  who trespass against us;  
 and lead us not into temptation,  
  but deliver us from evil.  
 For thine is the kingdom,  
 and the power, and the glory,  
  forever and ever.   Amen. 
 

AGNUS DEI 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

COMMUNION  

Communion is held around the table. The bread will be handed to you by the pastor. Please 

take a clear cup with wine or a purple cup with grape juice from the tray. Recycling baskets 

for your plastic cups are located outside the doors of the sanctuary. Trinity has an open table—

all are welcome to come to the feast. 

MUSIC DURING DISTRIBUTION   For the Fruit of All Creation ELW 679 

  AR HYD Y NOS 

                                                   The assembly stands. 



 SENDING 

TABLE BLESSING  

POST-COMMUNION PRAYER 
  

BLESSING  

 The blessing of God, who provides for us, feeds us, and journeys with us, ☩ be up-
on you now and forever. 
Amen. 

 
SENDING HYMN                           Sent Forth by God’s Blessing ELW 547 
    THE ASH GROVE 
DISMISSAL 
 

 Go in peace.  You are the body of Christ.  Thanks be to God. 

POSTLUDE                     The Rejoicing         Charles Callahan 

The flowers are given to the Glory of God and in loving memory of John R. Wag-
ner, R. K. Dail, and Paul St. Pierre, by Kenny, Jeanette, and Katie Dail, and to the 
Glory of God and in memory of Jay Wagner by Kenny, Jeanette, and Katie Dail. 

SERVING THE ASSEMBLY 

CRUCIFER— Sean Murphy 

       ACOLYTES—Elena and Karina Stevens 

     LECTOR— Laura Davis 

      USHERS/GREETERS—David and Judy Hunt 

     CAMERA/LIVESTREAM—Kelly Rummel 

 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Vacation Bible School: Hometown Nazareth Where Jesus Was a Kid 

Last summer’s revival of Hilton Vacation Bible School was a great success.  Before 
it ended, many participants were already looking forward to this year’s ses-
sion.  This summer, the Hilton area churches will again be hosting VBS --
HOMETOWN NAZARETH WHERE JESUS WAS A KID. 

The VBS Steering Committee is hard at work planning for an exciting four-night 



program July 29-August 1 (Monday through Thursday)  from 5-8 p.m.  

This is a marvelous outreach opportunity to bring the Good News to families in our 
churches and community and to cultivate a lifetime faith for the participants.  There 
will be numerous volunteer opportunities for kitchen staff to help prepare and 
serve simple dinners, shepherds to lead the groups to their activities, as well as 
leaders and helpers in crafts, recreation, and music. Please consider your talents 
and how you can contribute to a successful VBS.  When we have a volunteer roster, 
we’ll know the number. of students we can accept.  We’re hoping to accept more 
kids this year! 

RED FOOD BOX Thank you so much for your continued donations  to the Red Box!   We are 

in need of  water and food donations.  A reminder that if you donate fruit cups, please be sure 

they are applesauce cups only– other fruit cups attract critters!  This is an important ministry  for 

our community members,  receiving a gift that reminds them that they are valued children of 

God!  We also need plastic cutlery, preferably individually wrapped 

PRAYER LISTS 

ILLNESS, SURGERY, RECOVERY, SHUT-INS: Nursing Homes/Assisted Living: 

Jeanette Cantrell, Millie Christensen, Lucille Lebold, and Barbara Olson;   Shut– ins 

Home: Richard Anderson, Peggy Cash, and Shirley Anderson. Vivian Barnes recov-

ering from surgery at home. 

PRAYER REQUESTS: Karen Admano and her husband Matt requested by Patricia 

Fielding; the Ahlen family, requested by Kathy Stevens; Matt Eggars (Sandy’s 

nephew), requested by the Sniady family; Beth Eisdorfer, daughter of Terri 

Hoffeditz; Cousin Florence (under hospice care) and her devoted husband Rich-

ard, requested by Dottie Self; Gary Harinksi requested by Pastor Tina, Jim Shook, 

Phil Shook's father; Sherrie Strickland (cousin), requested by Wendy Mynoymany; 

Jean Wimmer--friend of Jeannette Dail; and Bill Wren requested by Anne Obara.  

THOSE WHO SERVE, MILITARY AND CIVILIAN DUTY:  James Fielding, in 

Tokyo, Japan, Myanmar; Bryan Hunt, State Dept., Sierra Leone.; Tyler Obara, Vir-

ginia Air National guard, LAFB; Josh and Ellen (Davis) Badgley, State Department, 

Bangkok, Thailand; Michael Titus, US Navy, Naval Shipyard, Washington, DC and 

wife,  Elisabeth Bruce. 
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