
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Today we honor and remember St. Francis of Assisi, his life, his ministry, and most important-

ly, his love of creation.  Pope Francis tells us what the deep meaning of this day is: "It means 

protecting all creation, the beauty of the created world, as the Book of Genesis tell us and as 

Saint Francis of Assisi showed us. It means respecting each of God's creatures and respecting 

the environment in which we live."  

Trinity Evangelical Lutheran Church 

Commemoration of St. Francis of Assisi 

10:00 AM  Worship Service • October 6, 2024 

Setting One 

 



 

 

 

Welcome members and guests to our worship service today. If you are visiting, we 

encourage you to sign the guest register located in the narthex. Please include your 

home address, email address and phone number.  In each pew, there is a card that 

you can fill out if you wish to have a consult with the pastor and/or leave us more in-

formation.   

The nursery is available, however since there are no attendants at this time, feel free 

to use it as needed.   
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6812 River Road, Newport News, VA 23607 
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Church Office Hours:  9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. 
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CARILLON CALL TO WORSHIP 
 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

 

PRELUDE                                    This Is My Father’s World                   arr. Robert A. Hobby                           

                                                                                 

                                                     GATHERING 
 

The assembly stands. All may make the sign of the cross,  
the sign marked at baptism, as the presiding minister begins.  

 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS   
 

Loving God, we remember that Jesus taught us to pray saying, "Our Father…" 
You created us, you made this world, and you called your creation very good. Yet 
often we forget that you are our loving Parent who continues to bless your 
world.  
 

Jesus told us that you are "…in heaven…"  
Yet we fail to live in awe of you. We take you for granted, and we don't see the 
awesome beauty of the world you have made.  
 

We pray, "Hallowed be your name…" 
We confess that our reverence for you does not always lead us to care reverently 
for your earth, sky and sea.  
 
 

We pray, "Your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as it is in heaven…" 
We confess that we often put our own interests first-exploiting your creation, 
and living for our own convenience and self-interest. 
 

We pray, "Give us today our daily bread." 
We confess that we consume more than our share of the world's resources, while 
billions go hungry every day and your whole creation suffers.  
 

We pray, "Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us." 
We confess that we see these words only in spiritual terms, while the Bible is 
filled with teachings about economic justice and creation care.  
 

We pray, "Save us from the time of trial." 
Help us to resist the temptations of spending more, using more, acquiring more, 
and wasting more.  
 

We pray, "Deliver us from evil…" 

Free us from greed and self-centeredness that separate us from you and others.  
 

We pray, "For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and forever." 
Help us to know that in caring for your wonderful world, we are working for 
your kingdom, being good stewards of your creative power, and giving you glo-
ry.  
 



 
 
 

 

 

 

We pray, "Amen." 
We end our prayers with "Amen," a word that means "let it be so." We know we 
can be faithful disciples by your grace. Amen!  

 

 

 

 

GATHERING  HYMN                     This Is My Father’s World                                     ELW 824 

                                                               TERRA PATRIS                 

GREETING 
 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Ho-
ly Spirit be with you all.   

 And also with you.  

CANTICLE OF PRAISE 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 

                                                    The assembly is seated 

FIRST READING:  Genesis 1: 24-31 
 

And God said, ‘Let the earth bring forth living creatures of every kind: cattle and 

creeping things and wild animals of the earth of every kind.’ And it was so. God 

made the wild animals of the earth of every kind, and the cattle of every kind, and 

everything that creeps upon the ground of every kind. And God saw that it was  

good. Then God said, ‘Let us make humankind in our image, according to our 

likeness; and let them have dominion over the fish of the sea, and over the birds of  



the air, and over the cattle, and over all the wild animals of the earth, and over eve-

ry creeping thing that creeps upon the earth.’ So God created humankind in God’s 

image, in the image of God they were created;  male and female they were created. 

God blessed them, and God said to them, ‘Be fruitful and multiply, and fill the 

earth and subdue it; and have dominion over the fish of the sea and over the birds 

of the air and over every living  in thing that moves upon the earth.’ God said, ‘See, 

I have given you every plant yielding seed that is upon the face of all the earth, and 

every tree with seed in its fruit; you shall have them for food. And to every beast of 

the  earth, and to every bird of the air, and to everything that creeps 

on the earth, everything that has the breath of life, I have given every green plant 

for food.’ And it was so. God saw everything that  had made, and indeed, it was 

very good. And there was evening and there was morning, the sixth day. 
 

Word of God, Word of Life. Thanks be to God. 
 

PSALM 8 (spoken responsively)   
 

 

 

 

 

O LORD our Lord, 

  how majestic is your name in  all the earth!— 

 you whose glory is chanted above the heavens out of the mouths of infants 

and children; 

  you have set up a fortress against your enemies, to silence the foe and 

avenger. 

 When I consider your heavens, the work of your fingers, 

  the moon and the stars you have set in their courses, 

 what are mere mortals that you should be mindful of them, 

  human beings that you should care for them? R 

Yet you have made them little less than divine; 

  with glory and honor you crown them. 

 



 

 You have made them rule over the works of your hands; 
  you have put all things under their feet: 
 all flocks and cattle, 
  even the wild beasts of the field, 
 the birds of the air, the fish of the sea, 
  and whatever passes along the paths of the sea. 
 O LORD our Lord, 
  how majestic is your name in all the earth! R 
 
SECOND READING: Galatians 6: 14-18 

 
May I never boast of anything except the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ, by 
which the world has been crucified to me, and I to the world. For neither circum-
cision nor uncircumcision is anything; but a new creation is everything! As for 
those who will follow this rule—peace be upon them, and mercy, and upon the 
Israel of God. From now on, let no one make trouble for me; for I carry the marks 
of Jesus branded on my body. 
May the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with your spirits, my siblings. Amen. 

 
Word of God, Word of Life. Thanks be to God. 

 
                                                       The assembly stands 
 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Lord, to whom | shall we go? 
You have the words of e- | ternal life. 

 
 
 



GOSPEL: MATTHEW 11: 25-30 

The Holy Gospel according to St. Mathew the 11th chapter. Glory to you, O Lord. 

 

At that time Jesus said, ‘I thank you, Father, Lord of heaven and earth, because you 

have hidden these things from the wise and the intelligent and have revealed them 

to infants; yes, Father, for such was your gracious will.  
 

All things have been handed over to me by my Father; and no one knows the Son 

except the Father, and no one knows the Father except the Son and anyone to 

whom the Son chooses to reveal the father. ‘Come to me, all you that are weary and 

are carrying heavy burdens, and I will give you rest. Take my yoke upon you, and 

learn from me; for I am gentle and humble in heart, and you will find rest for your 

souls. For my yoke is easy, and my burden is light.’ 
 

 

 

The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.            

 

      

 

      The assembly is seated. 

 

CHILDREN’S CHAT                                                                                   Pastor Tina Melusky  

SERMON                                                                                                    Pastor Tina Melusky                                                       
                                                            

                                                       The assembly stands 

                                                     . 

HYMN OF THE DAY                Earth Is Full of Wit and Wisdom                                ACS 1064 

                                                           HOLY MANNA 

 

APOSTLE’S CREED 
 

    I believe in God, the Father almighty,  
 creator of heaven and earth.  
 I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,  
 who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,  
 born of the virgin Mary,  
 suffered under Pontius Pilate,  
 was crucified, died, and was buried;  
 he descended to the dead.  
 On the third day he rose again;  

  



     he ascended into heaven,  
 he is seated at the right hand of the Father,  
 and he will come to judge the living and the dead.  
 I believe in the Holy Spirit,  
 the holy catholic church,  
 the communion of saints,  
 the forgiveness of sins,  
 the resurrection of the body,  
 and the life everlasting.  Amen. 

 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

 God of Grace, hear our prayer. 

 

SHARING OF THE PEACE  

 The peace of the Lord be with you always.  And also with you. 
                                                                

                                                                The assembly is seated. 

 
RECEIVING OF TITHES AND OFFERINGS   
 
OFFERTORY ANTHEM           The Majesty and Glory of Your Name             Johnson/Fettke 

 

           When I gaze into the night skies and see the work of Your fingers; 

The moon and stars suspended in space. 

Oh what are we that You are mindful of us? 

You have given us a crown of glory and honor,  

And have made us a little lower than the angels. 

You have put us in charge of all creation: 

The beasts of the field, the birds of the air, the fish of the sea. 

But what are we, oh, what are we that You are mindful of us? 

O Lord, our God, the majesty and glory of Your name 

Transcends the earth and fills the heavens. 

O Lord, our God, little children praise You perfectly, 

And so would we, and so would we. 

Alleluia, the majesty and glory of Your name! 
 



          The assembly stands. 
 

 

OFFERTORY HYMN                    Let the Vineyards Be Fruitful                                    ELW 181  
  

        

OFFERTORY PRAYER 
 

Blessed are you, O God, 
 

source of every gift of your creation. 
By these gifts and with our lives, 
help us to serve one another and all in need, 
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 

 

   MEAL 

GREAT THANKSGIVING  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

PROPER PREFACE 

 

 It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places 

give thanks and praise…  

 ...we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

 
 



 SANCTUS  

 

 

 

 

                                                                               

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 
 

LORD’S PRAYER 

 

 Our Father, who art in heaven,  

  hallowed be thy name,  

  thy kingdom come,  

  thy will be done,  

   on earth as it is in heaven.  

 Give us this day our daily bread;  

 and forgive us our trespasses,  

  as we forgive those  

  who trespass against us;  

 and lead us not into temptation,  

  but deliver us from evil.  

 For thine is the kingdom,  

 and the power, and the glory,  

  forever and ever.   Amen. 

  



   The assembly is seated. 

AGNUS DEI 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

COMMUNION  

Communion is held around the table. The bread will be handed to you by the pastor. 

Please take a clear cup with wine or a purple cup with grape juice from the tray. Recy-

cling baskets for your plastic cups are located outside the doors of the sanctuary. Trinity 

has an open table—all are welcome to come to the feast. 
 

MUSIC DURING DISTRIBUTION         God of the Sparrow                                       ELW 740  

  ROEDER 

 

           The assembly stands. 

 SENDING 
 

TABLE BLESSING  
 

 

 

POST-COMMUNION PRAYER  

 
                            

 



 BLESSING 

God all mighty, God most merciful☩ bless you, keep you, and give you peace. 

Amen. 

 

SENDING HYMN                  All Creatures, Worship God Most High!                       ELW 835 
                  LASST UNS ERFREUEN  
DISMISSAL  

Go in peace. Follow Jesus. Thanks be to God. 
 

POSTLUDE                                  Toccata on Lasst Uns Erfreuen                Charles Callahan  
            

           

The Flowers are given today in loving memory of  Jay Wagner by Kenny, Jeanette, 

and Katie Dail. 

 

       SERVING THE ASSEMBLY 

                                          CRUCIFER— Abbi Wessler 

                                    ACOLYTES— Luke Harry and Elena Stevens 
 
 

                                                LECTOR— Kathy Stevens 

                          USHERS/GREETERS—John Lunsford and Jerry Cobb    

                                      CAMERA/LIVESTREAM—Doug Hill 

 
                                     

 

                                  ANNOUNCEMENTS 

WOOD REFINISHER  

Does anyone like to stain furniture?  In the narthex, the stand on which our guest 

book rests really needs to be stained to darken it and make it match the other furnish-

ings in our narthex.  If you’d like to take on this project, please contact Connie Hoo-

ver, Judy Hunt, Sandy Lunsford or Anne Obara, who are working hard to clean and 

update our church.  Thank you.  



Everything I Learned in Confirmation...I already forgot...  
 

Have you ever asked, "Why do we do that?" while sitting in church?  Have you ever wondered 

how we got to where we are?  Has the Bible ever confused you?  Join the club! This fall we are  tack-

ling  all the things we probably learned in Confirmation and then promptly forgot! The next meet-

ing will be Thursday October 10 at 6:30 PM.  We will gather every other Thursday throughout the 

fall, from 6:30-8 PM for discussion and to dive into the ins and outs of faith.  If you’d like to join us, 

there is a sign up sheet on the bulletin board.  We will be meeting in person and on Zoom. 

THE TEAM FOUNDATION  The Team Foundation Ministries Fund enables Trinity Lu-

theran Church to do the work of the gospel by supporting local and global outreach 

ministries. If you know of an organization that would benefit from this financial sup-

port, you or a representative of the organization may apply using the online form via 

this link: https://forms.gle/cGKdirK1TeShTZFb7 

Request Guidelines: 

1. Monies can only be dispersed to organizations. They cannot be used for individuals. 

2. One form should be submitted for each request. 

3. Information and/or justification for giving to this organization must be included. 

Forms must be submitted by November 17, 2024 

**If you prefer to use a printed version of the form, you may print the attached PDF, obtain 

one from the table in the TLC Narthex, or obtain one from the TLC administrative assistant 

in the church office. 

USAF FREE BAND CONCERT 

Your United States Air Force Band and Singing Sergeants will be in Newport News, VA at the Fer-

guson Center for the Arts (Diamonstein Concert Hall), on Monday, October 14th at 7pm to present 

a FREE concert! This is a rare and exciting chance to hear great patriotic music, broadway classics 

and as always a salute to celebrate our veterans! We would love to have your support in forward-

ing this email and adding it to your calendar of events! FREE tickets are available  at  website be-

low: 

https://usafband.ticketleap.com/newport-news/  

RED FOOD BOX   

Items  currently needed: water, protein items, crackers, apple sauce.  

Thank you for your continued generosity. 
 

WALKING WORSHIP WEDNESDAYS 
 

Please join  Pastor Tina  at  Mariner s’ Museum Park   Newport News , VA   5:45 PM on 10/2, 10/9, 

10/16, 10/23, 10/30. 

https://usafband.ticketleap.com/newport

https://forms.gle/cGKdirK1TeShTZFb7
https://usafband.ticketleap.com/newport-news/
https://usafband.ticketleap.com/newport-news/


 Congregational Council Update 

 Congregational Council continues its work to update to the church constitution and by-

laws.  The most recent draft after the August collaboration session has been provided via Con-

stant Contact.  In the draft, gray highlighted text denotes changes to the constitution that align 

with the most recent synod template while those highlighted in yellow and underlined are pro-

posed Council updates. The last congregational collaboration session will be held October 6th in 

the church library after Sunday service for members to ask questions and provide inputs and 

changes. The final draft will be available to the congregation no later than October 27, before the 

final vote to be scheduled concurrently with the election of new Council members in December. 
 

           PRAYER LIST 

ILLNESS, SURGERY, RECOVERY, SHUT-INS: Nursing Homes/Assisted Living: Jeanette 

Cantrell, Millie Christensen,  and Barbara Olson;  Shut– ins Home: Richard Anderson,   Peggy 

Cash, and Shirley Anderson.  
 

PRAYER REQUESTS: Mary Best, a friend of Connie Hoover, requested by Connie Hoover;   

Charlie Edmonson, friend of Sandy and Jerry Cobb, requested by Sandy Cobb;  Nancy Al-

lerding,  who works with the Costa Rica mission trip, requested by Tricia Wessler:  Dr. Bill 

Whitehurst, friend of Dottie Self, requested by Dottie Self;   Sherry Johnston, former member 

and sister of Donna Owens, requested by Judy Hunt;  Harlan Hamby, requested by Katherine 

Harry;  The family of Carole Knopp, by Wendy Mynoymany; Scully, Pastor Tina and Ben’s 

dog, requested by Tricia Wessler;   Janet Stephan, requested by the Dail Family; Amanda 

Griegos and her family, requested by Diane and Dave Roselius; Karen Admano and her hus-

band Matt requested by Patricia Fielding; the Ahlen family, requested by Kathy Stevens;  Beth 

Eisdorfer, daughter of Terri Hoffeditz; Cousin Florence (Alzheimer’s) and Richard, requested 

by Dottie Self; Jean Wimmer--friend of Jeannette Dail. 

Those Who Serve, Military and Civilian Duty:  James Fielding, in Tokyo, Japan, Bryan Hunt, 

State Dept., Sierra Leone.; Tyler Obara, Virginia Air National guard, LAFB; Michael Titus, US 

Navy, Naval Shipyard, Washington, DC and wife,  Elisabeth Bruce. 
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