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On the first Sunday of Christmas we find the boy Samuel and the boy Jesus, both in the tem-
ple, both growing in wisdom and stature and in favor with God and humankind. We too have 
returned to the house of God “to sing psalms, hymns, and spiritual songs to God,” who has 
gifted us with a savior. As the festival continues, “let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts.” 
It is Christmas, still.  
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CARILLON CAL TO WORSHIP 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS                                                  Kathy Stevens 

 

PRELUDE In dulci jubilo, BWV 729            J. S. Bach 

 

CALL TO WORSHIP    Misty Prussia 

 Jesus, the bright Morning Star, shines light in the world. 

 By day and night he shines for all to see. 

 Jesus was born in the midst of injustice and poverty 

 that the world may see the justice and richness of God. 

 God so loved the world that God sent Jesus, 

 so that all who believe in him may not perish but have eternal life. 

 Jesus is the light of the world. 

 Jesus is the light of our lives. 

 Sing to God a new song! 

 A song of hope, joy, and peace around the world. 

 

GATHERING HYMN Good Christian Friends. Rejoice  ELW 288 

 IN DULCI JUBILO 

  

OPENING PRAYER                                                                                     Misty Prussia             

The Lord be with you.   And also with you. 
 

 Let us pray.  

 Gracious God of heaven and earth, 

 you have thrown a lifeline to us in our darkness— 

 a beam of light that shines through Jesus. 

 Though born in a manger, he is the firstborn of all creation. 

 Though crucified on a cross, he is the Lord of life. 

 Fill us with the wonder and joy of his presence in the world 

 and in our hearts .   

 Amen. 

 



FIRST LESSON:  Genesis 1:1-5, 14-18  Kathy Stevens 

 In the beginning when God created the heavens and the earth, the earth was a 

 formless void and darkness covered the face of the deep, while a wind from God 

 swept over the face of the waters.  Then God said, "Let there be light"; and there 

 was light.  And God saw that the light was good; and God separated the light from 

 the darkness.  God called the light Day, and the darkness God called Night. And 

 there was evening and there was morning, the first day. 
     And God said, "Let there be lights in the dome of the sky to separate the day 

 from the night; and let them be for signs and for seasons and for days and 

 years, and let them be lights in the dome of the sky to give light upon the earth." 

 And it was so.  God made the two great lights — the greater light to rule the day 

 and the lesser  light to rule the night — and the stars.  God set them in the dome of 

 the sky to give  light upon the earth, to rule over the day and over the night, and to 

 separate the light from the darkness. And God saw that it was good.  

 Word of God, word of life.  Thanks be to God. 

ANTHEM                                            Let All Mortal Flesh         arr. Charles Adam Robinson                                                                    
 Charles Adam Robinson, baritone 

 
SECOND LESSON:  Micah 5:2-5a   Andrew Rummel 
 

 But you, O Bethlehem of Ephrathah, 
 who are one of the little clans of Judah, 
 from you shall come forth for me 
 one who is to rule in Israel, 
 whose origin is from of old, 
 from ancient days. 
Therefore he shall give them up until the time 
when she who is in labor has brought forth; 
then the rest of his kindred shall return 
to the people of Israel. 
And he shall stand and feed his flock in the strength of the LORD, 
in the majesty of the name of the LORD his God. 
And they shall live secure, for now he shall be great 
to the ends of the earth; 
and he shall be the one of peace. 

 



 Word of God, word of life.  Thanks be to God. 
 
CAROL O Little Town of Bethlehem  ELW 279 
  ST. LOUIS 

THIRD LESSON:  Luke 1:26-35, 38  Kelly Rummel 
 

 In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent by God to a town in Galilee called 
 Nazareth, to a virgin engaged to a man whose name was Joseph, of the house of 
 David. The virgin's name was Mary.  And he came to her and said, "Greetings, 
 favored one! The Lord is with you."  But she was much perplexed by his words and 
 pondered what sort of greeting this might be.  The angel said to her, "Do not be 
 afraid, Mary, for you have found favor with God.  And now, you will conceive  in 
 your womb and bear a son, and you will name him Jesus.  He will be great, and 
 will be called the Son of the Most High, and the Lord God will give to him the 
 throne of his ancestor David.  He will reign over the house of Jacob forever, and of 
 his kingdom there will be no end."  Mary said to the angel, "How can this be, since 
 I am a virgin?"  The angel said to her, "The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the 
 power of the Most High will overshadow you; therefore the child to be born will be 
 holy; he will be called Son of God. Then Mary said, ‘Here am I, the servant of the 
 Lord; let it be with me according to your word.’ Then the angel departed from her. 
 

 Word of God, word of life.  Thanks be to God. 
 
CAROL The Angel Gabriel from Heaven Came ACS 906 
  GABRIELS’S MESSAGE 
 
FOURTH LESSON:  Matthew 1:18-25  Kathy Stevens 
 
 Now the birth of Jesus the Messiah took place in this way. When his mother Mary 
 had been engaged to Joseph, but before they lived together, she was found to be 
 with child from the Holy Spirit.  Her husband Joseph, being a righteous man and 
 unwilling to expose her to public disgrace, planned to dismiss her quietly.  But just 
 when he had resolved to do this, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream 
 and said, "Joseph, son of David, do not be afraid to take Mary as your wife, for the 
 child conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit.  She will bear a son, and you are to 
 name him Jesus, for he will save his people from their sins."  All this took place to 
 fulfill what had been spoken by the Lord through the prophet:  "Look, the virgin 
 shall conceive and bear a son, and they shall name him Emmanuel," which means, 
 "God is with us."  When Joseph awoke from sleep, he did as the angel of the Lord  
 commanded him; he took her as his wife, but had no marital relations with her 
 until she had borne a son; and he named him Jesus.  
 



 Word of God, word of life.  Thanks be to God. 
 
CAROL  Away in a Manger ELW 277 
   AWAY IN A MANGER 
 

FIFTH LESSON:  Luke 2:8-20  Andrew Rummel 
  
 In that region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping watch over their 
 flock by night.  Then an angel of the Lord stood before them, and the glory of the 
 Lord shone around them, and they were terrified.  But the angel said to them, "Do 
 not be afraid; for see — I am bringing you good news of great joy for all the 
 people:  to you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is the Messiah, 
 the Lord.  This will be a sign for you: you will find a child wrapped in bands of 
 cloth and lying in a manger."  And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude 
 of the heavenly host, praising God and saying, 
   "Glory to God in the highest heaven, 
   and on earth peace among those whom God favors!" 
  When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one 
 another, "Let us go now to Bethlehem and see this thing that has taken place, 
 which the Lord has made known to us."  So they went with haste and found Mary 
 and Joseph, and the child lying in the manger.  When they saw this, they made 
 known what had been told them about this child; and all who heard it were 
 amazed at what the shepherds told them.  But Mary treasured all these words and 
 pondered them in her heart.  The shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God 
 for all they had heard and seen, as it had been told them.  
  
 Word of God, word of life.  Thanks be to God. 
 
CAROL Angels We Have Heard on High  ELW 289 
  GLORIA 
 
SIXTH LESSON:  Luke 2:21-38  Kelly Rummel 
 
 After eight days had passed, it was time to circumcise the child; and he was  called 
 Jesus, the name given by the angel before he was conceived in the womb. 
  When the time came for their purification according to the law of Moses, they 
 brought him up to Jerusalem to present him to the Lord  (as it is written in the law 
 of the Lord, "Every firstborn male shall be designated as holy to the Lord"), and 
 they offered a sacrifice according to what is stated in the law of the Lord, "a pair of 
 turtledoves or two young pigeons." 
  Now there was a man in Jerusalem whose name was Simeon; this man was 



 righteous and devout, looking forward to the consolation of Israel, and the Holy 
 Spirit rested on him. It had been revealed to him by the Holy Spirit that he would 
 not see death before he had seen the Lord's Messiah.  Guided by the Spirit, Simeon 
 came into the temple; and when the parents brought in the child Jesus, to do for 
 him what was customary under the law, Simeon took him in his arms and praised 
 God, saying, 
    "Master, now you are dismissing your servant in peace, 
   according to your word; 
   for my eyes have seen your salvation, 
   which you have prepared in the presence of all peoples, 
   a light for revelation to the Gentiles 
   and for glory to your people Israel." 
 And the child's father and mother were amazed at what was being said about him. 
 Then Simeon blessed them and said to his mother Mary, "This child is destined for 
 the falling and the rising of many in Israel, and to be a sign that will be opposed so 
 that the inner thoughts of many will be revealed — and a sword will pierce your 
 own soul too." 
  There was also a prophet, Anna the daughter of Phanuel, of the tribe of Asher. 
 She was of a great age, having lived with her husband seven years after her 
 marriage, then as a widow to the age of eighty- four. She never left the temple but 
 worshiped there with fasting and prayer night and day.  At that moment she came, 
 and began to praise God and to speak about the child to all who were looking for 
 the redemption of Jerusalem.  
  

 Word of God, word of life.  Thanks be to God. 
 
CAROL A Stable Lamp is Lighted ACS 910 
  ANDÚJAR  
 
SEVENTH LESSON:  Matthew 2:1-11  Kathy Stevens 
 
  In the time of King Herod, after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea, wise men 
 from the East came to Jerusalem, asking, "Where is the child who has been born 
 king of the Jews? For we observed his star at its rising, and have come to pay him 
 homage."  When King Herod heard this, he was frightened, and all Jerusalem with 
 him; and calling together all the chief priests and scribes of the people, he inquired 
 of them where the Messiah was to be born.  They told him, "In Bethlehem of Judea; 
 for so it has been written by the prophet: 
    'And you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, 
   are by no means least among the rulers of Judah; 
   for from you shall come a ruler 



  who is to shepherd my people Israel.'" 
  Then Herod secretly called for the wise men and learned from them the exact time 
 when the star had appeared.  Then he sent them to Bethlehem, saying, "Go and 
 search diligently for the child; and when you have found him, bring me word so 
 that I may also go and pay him homage."  When they had heard the king, they set 
 out; and there, ahead of them, went the star that they had seen at its rising, until it 
 stopped over the place where the child was.  When they saw that the star had 
 stopped, they were overwhelmed with joy.  On entering the house, they saw the 
 child with Mary his mother; and they knelt down and paid him homage. Then, 
 opening their treasure chests, they offered him gifts of gold, frankincense, and 
 myrrh.  
 
 Word of God, word of life.  Thanks be to God. 
 
CAROL The First Noel  ELW 300 
  THE FIRST NOWELL  
 
EIGHTH LESSON:  Matthew 2:13-18  Andrew Rummel 
 
 Now after they had left, an angel of the Lord appeared to Joseph in a dream and 
 said, "Get up, take the child and his mother, and flee to Egypt, and remain there 
 until I tell you; for Herod is about to search for the child, to destroy him."  Then 
 Joseph got up, took the child and his mother by night, and went to Egypt, and 
 remained there until the death of Herod. This was to fulfill what had been spoken 
 by the Lord through the prophet, "Out of Egypt I have called my son." 
  When Herod saw that he had been tricked by the wise men, he was infuriated, and 
 he sent and killed all the children in and around Bethlehem who were two years 
 old or under, according to the time that he had learned from the wise men.  Then 
 was fulfilled what had been spoken through the prophet Jeremiah: 
    "A voice was heard in Ramah, 
    wailing and loud lamentation, 
   Rachel weeping for her children; 
    she refused to be consoled, because they are no more."  
  
 Word of God, word of life.  Thanks be to God. 
 
CAROL When a Star Is Shining ACS 915 
  WHERE THE PROMISE SHINES  
 
 
 



NINTH LESSON:  John 1:1-14  Kelly Rummel 
 
 In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was 
 God.  He was in the beginning with God.  All things came into being through him, 
 and without him not one thing came into being. What has come into being in him 
 was life, and the life was the light of all people.  The light shines in the darkness, 
 and the darkness did not overcome it. 
  There was a man sent from God, whose name was John.  He came as a witness to 
 testify to the light, so that all might believe through him.  He himself was not the 
 light, but he came to testify to the light.  The true light, which enlightens everyone, 
 was coming into the world. 
 He was in the world, and the world came into being through him; yet the world 
 did not know him.  He came to what was his own, and his own people did not 
 accept him.  But to all who received him, who believed in his name, he gave power 
 to become children of God, who were born, not of blood or of the will of the flesh 
 or of the will of man, but of God. 
  And the Word became flesh and lived among us, and we have seen his glory, the 
 glory as of a father's only son, full of grace and truth.  
  
 Word of God, word of life.  Thanks be to God. 
 
CAROL Of the Father’s Love Begotten ELW 295 
   DIVINUM MYSTERIUM 
 
RESPONSIVE PRAYER  Misty Prussia 
 

 It is you, loving God, who lights our path with truth. 
 Your Word, Jesus, is truth. 

 In his light, draw all to the manger 
 to gather in wonder with the shepherds. 

 In his light, draw all to the manger 
 to kneel in reverence with the wise ones. 

 In his light, draw all to the manger 
 to sing for joy with the angels. 

 In the brightness of his life 
 cast away the darkness of injustice, poverty, and hunger in the world. 

 It is you, loving God, who meets us on our way. 
 In the light of Jesus, show the world the way of life. 
 Amen. 
 



SHARING OF THE PEACE  Misty Prussia 

 The peace of the Lord be with you always.  And also with you. 

RECEIVING OF TITHES AND OFFERINGS 

OFFERTORY God Rest Ye Merry arr. Geoffrey T. Bell 

God rest ye merry, one and all, let nothing you dismay, 
for Jesus Christ our Savior was born on Christmas day, 

to save us all from Satan’s power when we were gone astray. 
O tidings of comfort and joy! 

From God above in heaven a blessed angel came, 
and unto certain shepherds brought tidings of the same, 

how that in Bethlehem was born the Son of God by name. 
O tidings of comfort and joy. 

Now to the Lord sing praises, all you within this place, 
and with true love and charity each other now embrace; 

this holy tide of Christmas all other doth deface. 
O tidings of comfort and joy! 

 

OFFERTORY HYMN Jesus, What a Wonderful Child ELW 297 
  WONDERFUL CHILD 
 

OFFERTORY PRAYER Elim Sniady 

 God of abundance, 
 Join our hearts with the song of the angels, 
 and gather us at your table of celebration. 
 Strengthen us to share with all the world 
 the abundance of your grace upon grace, 
 poured out in Jesus Christ, the Word made flesh. 
 Amen. 

LORD’S PRAYER  Elim Sniady 

  
 Our Father, who art in heaven, 
 hallowed be thy name, 
 thy kingdom come,  
 thy will be done, 
 on earth as it is in heaven. 



 Give us this day our daily bread; 
 and forgive us our trespasses, 
 as we forgive those 
  who trespass against us; 
 and lead us not into temptation, 
 but deliver us from evil. 
 For thine is the kingdom, 
 and the power, and the glory, 
 forever and ever.  Amen. 
 
BLESSING  Elim Sniady 
 
 Praise God, from whom all blessings flow! 
 Praise God, all creatures here below! 
 You are the shepherds telling the story. 
 We tell it in the streets and across the land. 
 You are the wise ones worshiping with thanksgiving. 
 We worship with gifts of song and service, talents and treasures. 
 You are the angels announcing peace. 
 We live with joy and go now in peace. 
 Almighty God, Father ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, 
 bless you now and forever. 
 Amen.  
 
SENDING HYMN Go Tell It on the Mountain ELW 290
  WONDERFUL CHILD 
   
 
DISMISSAL Elim Sniady 

Go in peace. The Word of God dwells in you richly. 
Thanks be to God. 

 
  
POSTLUDE Fanfare and Postlude on O Come, All Ye Faithful  Aaron Shows 
  



      ANNOUNCEMENTS 

OFFERING ENVELOPE BOXES 

Our 2025 offering envelope boxes are available for pickup in the church library. If you 

have a family member or friend who is unable to pick up their boxes, please feel 

free to take them as well and save us the cost of mailing.  

PLEASE pick up your offering boxes even if you are using Vanco or another type of 

online donation.  There are special envelopes in the boxes that give us additional 

opportunities to support our church, our community, and our world.  Thank you! 

 

POINSETTIAS:  Please pick up your poinsettia immediately following worship today, 

12/29.  We will not be donating them to Simple Sunflowers. 

 

REMINDER 

Just a reminder that, if you have children with you in the service, there are binders in 

the narthex with drawing paper and crayons, coloring pages, games, and various puz-

zles for them to use during the service if needed!  

RED FOOD BOX   

Thank you so much for your donations  to the Red Box!   We will always   need  water 

and food donations.  A reminder that if you donate fruit cups, please be sure they are 

applesauce cups only– other fruit cups attract critters!  This is an important ministry  

for our community members,  receiving a gift that reminds them that they are valued 

children of God!  Canned goods and items that need to be cooked can be placed in the 

Thrive baskets next to the red food box table and outside sacristy kitchen. 

EVERYTHING I LEARNED IN CONFIRMATION...I ALREADY FORGOT...  

Have you ever asked, "Why do we do that?" while sitting in church?  Have you ever 

wondered how we got to where we are?  Has the Bible ever confused you?  Join the 

club! This fall and winter we are  tackling  all the things we probably learned in Con-

firmation and then promptly forgot! Our next meeting date is to be determined. We 

will discuss and dive into the ins and outs of faith.  If you’d like to join us, there is a 

sign up sheet on the bulletin board.  We will be meeting in person and on Zoom. 



HELP WANTED 

It is time once again to make a request for volunteers to help with ushering during 

the worship services. The same core group has been serving for over a year now and 

we would love to have some new folks join the usher crew. The work required is to 

open the church in the morning, hand out bulletins, collect offerings, send folks to 

communion, and close the church following the service. Training will only take an 

hour or less at your convenience.  We are especially in need of ushers for the addi-

tional Christmas Eve services. Please contact Clifford Obara if you would like to 

volunteer. 

                                           PRAYER LIST 

ILLNESS, SURGERY, RECOVERY, SHUT-INS: Nursing Homes/Assisted Living: 

Jeanette Cantrell, Millie Christensen,  and Barbara Olson;  At Riverside Hospital: Jar-

vis Edwards;  Shut– ins Home: Peggy Cash, and Shirley Anderson.  

PRAYER REQUESTS: Judy Wagner St. Pierre, requested by The Dail Family; Kitty 

Engelhard Amos, Anne Englehard’s daughter, requested by Rick Daggy and Sandy 

Cobb; Calvin Obara, Cliff’s brother, requested by Anne Obara; Mary Lucia Spake, 

requested by Bill Solomon; Harlan Hamby, requested by Pastor Tina and Katherine 

Harry; Nancy Sumpter, Tricia Wessler’ s  Mom, requested by Pastor Tina;  Mary 

Best, a friend of Connie Hoover, requested by Connie Hoover;     Nancy Allerding,  

who works with the Costa Rica mission trip, requested by Tricia Wessler;    Sherry 

Johnston, former member and sister of Donna Owens, requested by Judy Hunt;  The 

family of Carole Knopp, by Wendy Mynoymany; Scully, Pastor Tina’s dog, request-

ed by Tricia Wessler; Janet Stephan, requested by the Dail Family; Amanda Griegos 

and her family, requested by Diane and Dave Roselius; Karen Admano and her hus-

band Matt requested by Patricia Fielding; the Ahlen family, requested by Kathy Ste-

vens;  Beth Eisdorfer, daughter of Terri Hoffeditz; Jean Wimmer--friend of Jeannette 

Dail. 

THOSE WHO SERVE, MILITARY AND CIVILIAN DUTY:  James Fielding, in Tokyo, Japan, 

Bryan Hunt, State Dept., Sierra Leone.; Tyler Obara, Virginia Air National guard, 

LAFB; Michael Titus, US Navy, Naval Shipyard, Washington, DC and wife,  Elisabeth 

Bruce. 



GATHERING HYMN Good Christian Friends, Rejoice  ELW 288 



CAROL                                         O Little Town of Bethlehem ELW 279 



CAROL                                  The Angel Gabriel from Heaven Came ELW 265 



CAROL                                                 Away in a Manger                                           ELW 277 



CAROL                                                  Away in a Manger                                          ELW 277                 
    



CAROL                                                 A Stable Is Lighted                                             ACS 910  

Text of "A Christmas Hymn" from Advice to a Prophet and Other Poems © 1961, renewed 1989 Richard Wilbur. 
Used by permission of Houghton Mifflin Harcourt. All rights reserved. 
Music © 1984 GIA Publications, Inc., giamusic.com. All rights reserved. 
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OFFERTORY HYMN                  Jesus, What a Wonderful Child                                   ELW 297 



SENDING HYMN Go Tell It on the Mountain ELW 290 


