Trinity Evangelical Lutheran Church
Epiphany of Our Lord
10:00 AM Worship Service ¢ January 5, 2025
ACS Setting 12

The feast of Epiphany (“manifestation”) concludes the Christmas season with a celebration of
God'’s glory revealed in the person of Jesus Christ. In Isaiah and Ephesians, that glory is pro-
claimed for all nations and people. Like the light of the star that quided the magi to Jesus, the
light of Christ reveals who we are: children of God who are claimed and washed in the waters
of baptism. We are sent out to be beacons of the light of Christ, sharing the good news of God’s
love to all people.



Welcome members and guests to our worship service today. If you are visiting, we encourage you
to sign the guest register located in the narthex. Please include your home address, email address
and phone number. In each pew, there is a card that you can fill out if you wish to have a consult
with the pastor and/or leave us more information.

The nursery is available, however since there are no attendants at this time, feel free to use it as
needed.

Trinity offers an induction loop for the benefit of hearing impaired worshippers. To use, please
switch your hearing aid to “T.” If you are unsure if your hearing aid is compatible, please contact

your audiologist.
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CARILLON CALL TO WORSHIP
ANNOUNCEMENTS

PRELUDE Wie schon leuchtet der Morgenstern Johann Ludwig Krebs

GATHERING

The assembly stands. All may make the sign of the cross,
the sign marked at baptism, as the presiding minister begins.

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God,

whose steadfast love is everlasting.

Amen.

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God
and of one another.

Silence is kept for reflection.

God-with-us,

we confess that we have turned away

those seeking shelter,

claiming there is no room when we have plenty.
We have made power and wealth our idols,
while you show us true glory: a baby in a manger.
We have overlooked the shepherds,

expecting good news in prettier packaging.

Too often, we have valued violence

instead of your peace.

Turn us from our ways to your ways.

Grant us the grace to begin again.

Free us from all that keeps us bound,

and forgive our sin,

through Jesus Christ, who gives himself for us.
Amen.

Hear the good news and rejoice!
You are God’s chosen ones,
holy and beloved,

*+ forgiven in Christ,

and freed to respond in joy.
Amen.



GATHERING HYMN We Three Kings of Orient Are WOV 646
KINGS OF ORIENT
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2 Born a king on Beth-le-hem’splain, gold I bring to crownhim a - gain;
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west-ward lead - ing, still pro-ceed-ing, guide us to thy per- fect light!
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Text: John Henry Hopkins Jr., 1820-1891, alt.
Music: THREE KINGS OF ORIENT, John Henry Hopkins Jr., 1820-1891



The congregation turns to face the processing cross.
GREETING

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the
Holy Spirit be with you all. And also with you.

HYMN OF PRAISE Angels, from the Realms of Glory ELW 275
REGENT SQUARE

PRAYER OF THE DAY

The assembly is seated.

WORD

FIRST READING: Isaiah 60:1-6

Jerusalem is assured that nations will make a pilgrimage to her because the light of God’s
presence is in her midst. The bountiful food of the sea and the profits of international trade
will come streaming to Jerusalem and thereby declare God’s praise.

Arise, shine, for your light has come,
and the glory of the LORD has risen upon you.
For darkness shall cover the earth
and thick darkness the peoples,
but the LORD will arise upon you,
and the Lord’s glory will appear over you.
Nations shall come to your light
and kings to the brightness of your dawn.

Lift up your eyes and look around;
they all gather together; they come to you;
your sons shall come from far away,
and your daughters shall be carried in their nurses” arms.
Then you shall see and be radiant;
your heart shall thrill and rejoice,
because the abundance of the sea shall be brought to you;
the wealth of the nations shall come to you.
A multitude of camels shall cover you,
the young camels of Midian and Ephah;
all those from Sheba shall come.
They shall bring gold and frankincense
and shall proclaim the praise of the LORD.

Word of God, word of life. Thanks be to God.



PSALM: 72:1-7,10-14 (all sing the response before the reading and when directed.)
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All kings shall bow down be - fore him.
Psalm 72:11

Psalm refrain reproduced from Psalter for Worship Year A © 2007 Augsburg Fortress
May be reproduced by permission for local use only.

Give the king your justice, O God,

and your righteousness to the king’s son

that he may rule your people righteously
and the poor with justice;

that the mountains may bring prosperity to the people,
and the hills, in righteousness.

Let him defend the needy among the people,
rescue the poor, and crush the oppressor. R

May he live as long as the sun and moon endure,
from one generation to another.

Let him come down like rain upon the mown field,
like showers that water the earth.

In his time may the righteous flourish;

and let there be an abundance of peace till the moon shall be no more.

May the kings of Tarshish and of the isles pay tribute,
and the kings of Sheba and Seba offer gifts. R

May all kings bow down before him,
and all the nations do him service.

For the king delivers the poor who cry out in distress,
the oppressed, and those who have no helper.

He has compassion on the lowly and poor,
and preserves the lives of the needy.

From oppression and violence he redeems their lives,
and precious is their blood in his sight. R

SECOND READING: Ephesians 3:1-12

What had been hidden from previous generations is now made known through the gospel

ministry of Paul and others. In Christ both Jews and Gentiles participate in the richness of

God’s promised salvation.



This is the reason that I, Paul, am a prisoner for Christ Jesus for the sake of you
gentiles, for surely you have already heard of the commission of God’s grace that
was given me for you and how the mystery was made known to me by revelation,
as I wrote above in a few words, a reading of which will enable you to perceive my
understanding of the mystery of Christ. In former generations this mystery was
not made known to humankind, as it has now been revealed to his holy apostles
and prophets by the Spirit: that is, the gentiles have become fellow heirs, members
of the same body, and sharers in the promise in Christ Jesus through the gospel.

Of this gospel I have become a servant according to the gift of God’s grace that
was given me by the working of God’s power. Although I am the very least of all
the saints, this grace was given to me to bring to the gentiles the news of the
boundless riches of Christand to make everyone see what is the plan of the
mystery hidden for ages in God, who created all things, so that through the church
the wisdom of God in its rich variety might now be made known to the rulers and
authorities in the heavenly places. This was in accordance with the eternal purpose
that God has carried out in Christ Jesus our Lord, in whom we have access in
boldness and confidence through faith in him.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
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We have observed his star | at its rising,
and have come to | worship him.

GOSPEL: Matthew 2:1-12

God'’s promise shines bright in the night as magi follow a star to honor a new king.
Strangers from a faraway land, they welcome the long-awaited messiah of Israel

The Holy Gospel according to St. Mark the 2nd chapter. Glory to you, O Lord.

In the time of King Herod, after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea, magi from
the east came to Jerusalem, asking, “Where is the child who has been born king of
the Jews? For we observed his star in the east and have come to pay him
homage.” When King Herod heard this, he was frightened, and all Jerusalem with
him, and calling together all the chief priests and scribes of the people, he inquired
of them where the Messiah was to be born. They told him, “In Bethlehem of Judea,
for so it has been written by the prophet:



‘And you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah,

are by no means least among the rulers of Judah,
for from you shall come a ruler

who is to shepherd my people Israel.” ”

Then Herod secretly called for the magi and learned from them the exact time
when the star had appeared. Then he sent them to Bethlehem, saying, “Go and
search diligently for the child, and when you have found him, bring me word so
that I may also go and pay him homage.” When they had heard the king, they set
out, and there, ahead of them, went the star that they had seen in the east, until it
stopped over the place where the child was. When they saw that the star had
stopped, they were overwhelmed with joy. On entering the house, they saw the
child with Mary his mother, and they knelt down and paid him homage. Then,
opening their treasure chests, they offered him gifts of gold, frankincense, and
myrrh. And having been warned in a dream not to return to Herod, they left for
their own country by another road.

The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.

The assembly is seated.

CHILDREN’S CHAT Pastor Tina Melusky
SERMON Pastor Tina Melusky
The assembly stands.

HYMN OF THE DAY [ Want to Walk as a Child of the Light ELW 815
HOUSTON

NICENE CREED

We believe in one God,
the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father;
through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation



he came down from heaven,
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary
and became truly human.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the scriptures;
he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,*
who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified,
who has spoken through the prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Merciful God, receive our prayer.
SHARING OF THE PEACE

The peace of the Lord be with you always. And also with you.

The assembly is seated.
RECEIVING OF TITHES AND OFFERINGS
OFFERTORY ANTHEM There Is a Star Joseph M. Martin

O Morning Star, O promised Light, our longing hearts are opened wide.

When will we see Your glory?

There is a star in Bethlehem, a pure and holy light;
a sacred flame from heaven'’s hearth to warm the deepest night;
A beacon in the wilderness, a fire to lead the way;
a silver promise in the sky that shines the light of day.

There is a star, promise from heaven, shining with power and glory.
Star of the morning, sing to our shadows,
cry to our winter; come be our song in the night.
There is a star.



Star of wonder lead us on to a manger filled with straw,
where waits the bright and Morning Star, the Savior of us all.

There is a star, promise from heaven, shining with power and glory.
Star of the morning, sing to our shadows, cry to our winter;
come be our song in the night.

There is a star. O star of the morning, star of the morning...

OFFERTORY HYMN What Child Is This ELW 296
GREENSLEEVES; stanza 3 only

OFFERTORY PRAYER
God of heaven and earth,
from the beginning, you have called forth life,
in which you take delight.
The trees, the fields, and the seas sing for joy.
Bless now these gifts, received from your bounty,
that we may join the chorus of creation
to tell of your salvation from day to day.
Amen.

MEAL

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING
The Lord be with you. And also with you.
Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

PROPER PREFACE

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all
places give thanks and praise...

...we praise your name and join their unending hymn:



SANCTUS
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THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE
Holy God, you alone are holy, you alone are God.

The universe declares your praise:
beyond the stars; beneath the sea;
within each cell; with every breath.
We praise you, O God.

Generations bless your faithfulness:

through the water; by night and day;

across the wilderness; out of exile; into the future.
We bless you, O God.

We give you thanks for your dear Son:
at the heart of human life; near to those who suffer;



beside the sinner; among the poor; with us now.
We thank you, O God.

In the night in which he was betrayed,

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.

Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,

and gave it for all to drink, saying:

This cup is the new covenant in my blood,

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Remembering his love for us on the way, at the table, and to the end,
we proclaim the mystery of faith:

Christ has died.

Christ is risen.

Christ will come again.

We pray for the gift of your Spirit:
in our gathering; within this meal;
among your people; throughout the world.

Blessing, praise, and thanks to you, holy God, through Christ Jesus,
by your Spirit, in your church, without end.
Amen.

LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.



The assembly is seated.
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COMMUNION

Communion will be held around the table. The bread will be handed to you by the pastor.
Please take a communion cup with wine from the outside edge of the tray or a grape juice
cup from the center of the tray. Recycle baskets are located outside of the sanctuary doors
for your plastic cups.

MusiC DURING DISTRIBUTION As with Gladness Men of Old ELW 302
DIX
The assembly stands.
SENDING
TABLE BLESSING
POST COMMUNION CANTICLE Now, Lord ELW 200



PosT COMMUNION PRAYER

BLESSING

The God of love,

Father, + Son, and Holy Spirit,
lavish you with grace,
illumine your path,

and increase your joy,

today and always.
Amen.
SENDING HYMN O Morning Star, How Fair and Bright! ELW 308
WIE SCHON LEUCHTET
DISMISSAL
Go in peace. The Word of God dwells in you richly.
Thanks be to God.
POSTLUDE Fanfare and Postlude on “O Come, All Ye Faithful”  Aaron Shows

SERVING THE ASSEMBLY
CRUCIFER — Shawn Murphy
ACOLYTES — Samantha Harry and Luke Harry
LECTOR — Anne Obara
TORCHBEARERS — Elena and Karina Stevens

USHERS/GREETERS — To be Announced
CAMERA/LIVESTREAM — To be Announced

Harlan Hamby’s new address is: The Newport Nursing and
Rehabilitation Center, 11141 Warwick Blvd. , Room 39, Newport News,
VA.




ANNOUNCEMENTS

CHURCH OFFICE CLOSED:: On Monday, January 20, the Church and School offices
will be CLOSED for the Martin Luther King Holiday.

OFFERING ENVELOPE BOXES

Our 2025 offering envelope boxes are available for pickup in the church library. If you
have a family member or friend who is unable to pick up their boxes, please feel

free to take them as well and save us the cost of mailing.

PLEASE pick up your offering boxes even if you are using Vanco or another type of
online donation. There are special envelopes in the boxes that give us additional
opportunities to support our church, our community, and our world. Thank you!

REMINDER

Just a reminder that, if you have children with you in the service, there are binders in
the narthex with drawing paper and crayons, coloring pages, games, and various
puzzles for them to use during the service if needed!

RED FOOD BOX

Thank you so much for your donations to the Red Box! We will always need water
and food donations. A reminder that if you donate fruit cups, please be sure they are
applesauce cups only- other fruit cups attract critters! This is an important ministry
for our community members, receiving a gift that reminds them that they are valued
children of God! Canned goods and items that need to be cooked can be placed in the
Thrive baskets next to the red food box table and outside sacristy kitchen.

EVERYTHING I LEARNED IN CONFIRMATION...I ALREADY FORGOT...

Have you ever asked, "Why do we do that?" while sitting in church? Have you ever
wondered how we got to where we are? Has the Bible ever confused you? Join the
club! This fall and winter we are tackling all the things we probably learned in
Confirmation and then promptly forgot! Our meeting dates are January 2, 16, and
30th. We will discuss and dive into the ins and outs of faith. If you’d like to join us,
there is a sign up sheet on the bulletin board. We will be meeting in person and on

Zoom.



HELP WANTED

It is time once again to make a request for volunteers to help with ushering during
the worship services. The same core group has been serving for over a year now and
we would love to have some new folks join the usher crew. The work required is to
open the church in the morning, hand out bulletins, collect offerings, send folks to
communion, and close the church following the service. Training will only take an
hour or less at your convenience. We are especially in need of ushers for the addi-
tional Christmas Eve services. Please contact Clifford Obara if you would like to

volunteer.

PRAYER LIST

ILLNESS, SURGERY, RECOVERY, SHUT-INS: Nursing Homes/ Assisted Living;:
Jeanette Cantrell, Millie Christensen, and Barbara Olson; At Riverside Hospital: Jar-
vis Edwards; Shut- ins Home: Peggy Cash, and Shirley Anderson.

PRAYER REQUESTS: Judy Wagner St. Pierre, requested by The Dail Family; Kitty
Engelhard Amos, Anne Englehard’s daughter, requested by Rick Daggy and Sandy
Cobb; Calvin Obara, Cliff’s brother, requested by Anne Obara; Mary Lucia Spake,
requested by Bill Solomon; Harlan Hamby, requested by Pastor Tina and Katherine
Harry; Nancy Sumpter, Tricia Wessler’ s Mom, requested by Pastor Tina; Mary
Best, a friend of Connie Hoover, requested by Connie Hoover; Jarvis Edwards, re-
quested by his son, Cael Edwards; Nancy Allerding, who works with the Costa Ri-
ca mission trip, requested by Tricia Wessler; Sherry Johnston, former member and
sister of Donna Owens, requested by Judy Hunt; The family of Carole Knopp, by
Wendy Mynoymany; Scully, Pastor Tina’s dog, requested by Tricia Wessler; Janet
Stephan, requested by the Dail Family; Amanda Griegos and her family, requested
by Diane and Dave Roselius; Karen Admano and her husband Matt requested by Pa-
tricia Fielding; the Ahlen family, requested by Kathy Stevens; Beth Eisdorfer,
daughter of Terri Hoffeditz; Jean Wimmer--friend of Jeannette Dail.

THOSE WHO SERVE, MILITARY AND CIVILIAN DUTY: James Fielding, in Tokyo, Japan,
Bryan Hunt, State Dept., Sierra Leone.; Tyler Obara, Virginia Air National guard,
LAFB; Michael Titus, US Navy, Naval Shipyard, Washington, DC and wife, Elisa-
beth Bruce.



HYMN OF PRAISE Angels, from the Realms of Glory ELW 275
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1 An - gels, from the realms of glo-ry, wing your flight o’er all the earth;
2 Shep-herds,in the fields a - bid-ing, watch-ing o’er your flocks by night,
3 Sa - ges,leave your con - tem-pla-tions,bright-er  vi - sions beam a - far;
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Text: James Montgomery, 1771-1854, alt., sts. 1-3; Salisbury Hymn Book, 1857, st. 4
Music: REGENT SQUARE, Henry T. Smart, 1813—-1879



HYMN OF THE DAY

I Want to Walk as a Child of the Light

ELW 815
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Continued on next page



HYMN OF THE DAY

[ Want to Walk as a Child of the Light

ELW 815
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Text: Kathleen Thomerson, b. 1934

Music: HOUSTON, Kathleen Thomerson
Text and music © 1970, 1975 Celebration.
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OFFERTORY HYMN

ELW 296

What Child Is This
stanza 3 only
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I What child is this, who, laid to restt on Mar-y’s lap is sleep-ing?
2 Why lies he in  such mean es-tate  where ox and ass are feed - ing?
3 So  bring him in - cense, gold, and myrrh; come, peas-ant, king, to own him.
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Good Chris-tian, fear; for sin-ners here the si - lent Word is plead-ing.
The King of kings sal - va-tion brings;let lov - ing hearts en-throne him.
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This, this is  Christ the king,

Nails, spear shall pierce him through, the

whom shep-herds guard and

an - gels sing;

Text: William C. Dix, 1837-1898
Music: GREENSLEEVES, English ballad, 16th cent.

cross be Dborne for me, for you;
Raise, raise the song on high, the wvir - gin sings her lul - la - by;
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haste, haste to bring him laud, the babe, the son of Mar - y!
hail, hail the Word made flesh, the babe, the son of Mar - y!
joy, joy, for Christ is born, the babe, the son of Mar - y!
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1 As with glad-ness men of old did the guid-ing star be - hold;
2 As with joy - ful steps they sped, Sav-ior, to thy low-1ly  bed,
3 As they of - fered gifts most rare at thy cra-dle, rude and bare,
4 Ho-ly Je - sus, ev-’ry day keep us in the nar-row way;
5 In the heav’'n-ly coun-try bright need they no cre - a - ted light;
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as  with joy they hailed its light, lead-ing  on - ward,beam-ing bright;
there to  bend the knee be - fore thee, whom heav’nand earth a - dore;
so may we with ho - ly joy, pure and free from sin’s al - loy,
and when earth-ly thingsare past, bring our ran - somed souls at  last
thou its  light,its joy, its crown,thou its sun which goes not down;
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so, most gra-cious Lord, may we ev - er-more be led by thee.
SO may we with will - ing feet ev - er seek thy mer - cy seat.
all our cost-liest trea- sures bring, Christ, to thee, our heav’'n-ly Kking.
where they need no star to guide, where no clouds thy glo - ry hide.
there for - ev - er may we sing al - le - lu - ias to our Kking.
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Text: William C. Dix, 1837-1898, alt.
Music: DIX, Conrad Kocher, 1786—1872
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Now, Lord, you let your ser - vant go in
n J
) Am— — n ! I n I — I
&— - ——
&~ ———— 1@ e—<—s

peace: your word has been  ful - filled. My
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own eyes have seen the sal - va - tion which you have pre -
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pared in the sight of all peo-ple: a light to re -
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veal you to the  na-tions and the glo-r1y of your
9] . | .
¥ | I I I i) = - I | P
4 r—-y ] ! | ! TR— g ud I ——
[ [ T [7) ] & ] | l 1 I I P = I |
S o b /A 7 m— | | L ! —

peo-ple Is - ra - el Glo -ry to the Fa-ther,
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and to the Son, and to the Ho - ly Spir - it
n ] ] ] ] ] Il
T
:@D—b—d—d o= D 1 g @ © ud
” — o I

as it was in the be - gin - ning, is now, and
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will be for - ev - er A - men,

Music: Detroit Folk Mass, Tillis Butler, d. 2002, and James Harris
Music © 1986 Fortress Press. admin. Augsburg Fortress.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.
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1 O Morm - ing Star, how fair and bright! You shine with
2 Come, pre - cious dia - mond, light di - vine, and deep with -
3 Lord, when you look on us 1n love, at once there
4 Al - might - y Fa - ther, in your Son you loved us,
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God’s own truth and light, a - glow with grace and mer - cy!
in our hearts now shine; there light a flame wun-dy - ing!
falls from God a - bove a ray of pur - est plea - sure.
when not  yet be - gun was this  old earth’s foun-da - tion!
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of Ja - cob’s line, King Da-vid’s son, our Lord and Sav - ior,
In your one bod -y let us be as liv - ing branch - es
Your word and Spir - it, flesh and blood re - fresh our souls with
Your Son has ran-somed us in love to live in him here
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you have won our hearts to serve you on - ly! Low - ly,
of a tree, your life our lives sup-ply - ing.  Now, though
heav’'n-ly  food. You are our dear - est trea - sure! Let your
and a - bove: this is  your great sal-va - tion. Al - le -
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ho - Iy! Great and glo - rious, all vic - to - rious, rich
dai - ly earth’s deep sad - ness may per - plex us and
mer - cy warm and cheer us! Oh, draw near us! For
Iu - ia! Christ  the liv - ing, to us giv - ing life
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in bless - ing! Rule and might o’er all pos -sess - ing!
dis - tress us, yet  with heav’n - ly joy you bless  us.
you teach us God’s own love through you has reached us.
for - ev - er, keeps us yours and fails us nev - er!

5 Oh, let the harps break forth in sound! 6 What joy to know, when life is past,

Our joy be all with music crowned, the Lord we love is first and last,
our voices gaily blending! the end and the beginning!

For Christ goes with us all the way— He will one day, oh, glorious grace,
today, tomorrow, ev'ry day! transport us to that happy place

His love is never ending! beyond all tears and sinning!

Sing out! Ring out! Amen! Amen!

Jubilation! Come, Lord Jesus!

Exultation! Crown of gladness!

Tell the story! We are yearning

Praise to Christ, who reigns in glory! for the day of your returning.

Text: Philipp Nicolai, 1556-1608; tr. Lutheran Book of Worship
Music: WIE SCHON LEUCHTET, Philipp Nicolai
Text © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship, admin. Augsburg Fortress.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.



