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The Presentation of Our Lord is referred to in some corners of the church as Candlemas be-
cause of an ancient tradition of blessing all the candles to be used in the church in the coming 
year at the mass celebrated on that day. It was a way of underscoring the truth of Simeon’s 
confession that this baby Jesus was “a light for revelation to the Gentiles” and a light for glo-
ry to Israel. Let the light of every candle in church be a little epiphany of the love of God for 
all people in the person of God’s son, Jesus, the light of the world.  



Welcome members and guests to our worship service today. If you are visiting, we encourage you 

to sign the guest register located in the narthex. Please include your home address, email address 

and phone number.  In each pew, there is a card that you can fill out if you wish to have a consult 

with the pastor and/or leave us more information.   

The nursery is available, however since there are no attendants at this time, feel free to use it as 

needed.   

Trinity offers an induction loop for the benefit of hearing impaired worshippers. To use, please 

switch your hearing aid to “T.” If you are unsure if your hearing aid is compatible, please contact 

your audiologist. 
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ELW — Evangelical Lutheran Worship (cranberry hymnal; ACS — All Creation Sings (purple supplement) 



CARILLON CALL TO WORSHIP 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

PRELUDE              Mit Fried und Freud ich fahr dahin, BWV 616                 J. S. Bach 

 
                             

                           GATHERING 
 The assembly stands. All may make the sign of the cross,  

 the sign marked at baptism, as the presiding minister begins.   
 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, our creator, our protector,  
our wellspring of life. 
Amen. 
 
 

Trusting that God receives our words and the meditations of our hearts, let us 
confess our sin. 
 

Silence is kept for reflection. 
 

Merciful God, 
you speak blessing and compassion into the world. 
Forgive us for the ways we act 
with judgment, cruelty, or indifference. 
We ignore the needs of our neighbors; 
we resist your call to oppose injustice; 
we give in to scarcity and fear; 
we assume the worst about one another. 
Cleanse us from our faults 
and release us from their grasp. 
Show us your lovingkindness. 
Restore our hearts and repair your world, 
that we may live in Christ’s ways. 
Amen. 
 
 

God proclaims these words of assurance: 
“Do not fear, for I have redeemed you. 
I have called you by name. You are mine.” 

In ☩ Christ, you are forgiven. 
In the Spirit, you are made free. 
Refreshed by the waters of mercy, 
live anew as beloved children of God. 
Amen. 



GATHERING HYMN                   In His Temple Now Behold Him                 ELW 417  
              REGENT SQUARE                 
                 

The congregation turns to face the processing cross. 

GREETING  

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the  

Holy Spirit be with you all. And also with you. 
 

KYRIE 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



HYMN OF PRAISE        

            



PRAYER OF THE DAY                                                                                                                                                            

              The assembly is seated. 

                                                          WORD 

FIRST READING:  Malachi 3:1-4 

This reading concludes a larger section (2:17—3:5) in which the prophet speaks of the 
coming of the God of justice. Malachi looks for that day when the wondrous power of God 
will purify the priestly descendents of Levi who minister in the temple at Jerusalem. 

See, I am sending my messenger to prepare the way before me, and the Lord 
whom you seek will suddenly come to the temple. The messenger of the covenant 
in whom you delight—indeed, he is coming, says the LORD of hosts. But who can 
endure the day of his coming, and who can stand when he appears? 
  For he is like a refiner’s fire and like washers’ soap; he will sit as a refiner and 
purifier of silver, and he will purify the descendants of Levi and refine them like 
gold and silver, until they present offerings to the LORD in righteousness.  Then 
the offering of Judah and Jerusalem will be pleasing to the LORD, as in the days of 
old and as in former years. 
 

Word of God, Word of Life. Thanks be to God. 

PSALM: 84 (sung responsively) 

 

 

 

 

How dear to me | is your dwelling, 
 O | LORD of hosts! 
 My soul has a desire and longing for the courts | of the LORD; 
 my heart and my flesh rejoice in the | living God. 
 Even the sparrow has found a home, and the swallow a nest where she may | lay 
  her young, 
 by the side of your altars, O LORD of hosts, my king | and my God. 
 Happy are they who dwell | in your house! 
 They will always be | praising you.  
 Happy are the people whose strength | is in you, 
 whose hearts are set on the | pilgrims’ way. 
 



Those who go through the balsam valley will find it a | place of springs, 
 for the early rains have covered it with | pools of water. 
They will climb from | height to height, 
 and the God of gods will be | seen in Zion. 
LORD God of hosts, | hear my prayer; 
 give ear, O | God of Jacob.  
Behold our defend- | er, O God; 
 and look upon the face of | your anointed. 
 For one day in your courts is better than a | thousand elsewhere. 
 I would rather stand at the threshold of the house of my God than dwell in     
  the tents | of the wicked. 
For the LORD God is both sun and shield, bestowing | grace and glory; 
  no good thing will the LORD withhold from those who walk | with integrity. 
 O | LORD of hosts, 
 happy are they who put their | trust in you!  

SECOND READING:  Hebrews 2:14-18 

Jesus shared human nature fully so that his death might be for all humans a liberation 
from slavery to death’s power. Here the writer uses the image of priestly service in the tem-
ple as a way of describing the life and saving death of the Lord Jesus. He is the high priest 
who offers his life on behalf of his brothers and sisters. 

   Since, therefore, the children share flesh and blood, [Jesus] himself likewise 
shared the same things, so that through death he might destroy the one who has 
the power of death, that is, the devil,  and free those who all their lives were held 
in slavery by the fear of death. For it is clear that he did not come to help angels 
but the descendants of Abraham. Therefore he had to become like his brothers 
and sisters in every respect, so that he might become a merciful and faithful high 
priest in the service of God, to make a sacrifice of atonement for the sins of the 
people. Because he himself was tested by what he suffered, he is able to help those 
who are being tested.  

Word of God, Word of Life. Thanks be to God.  
 

The assembly stands. 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 



GOSPEL LESSON:  Luke 2:22-40 

This story is a study in contrasts: the infant Jesus with the aged prophets; the joy of birth 
with the ominous words of Simeon to Mary; the faithful fulfilling of the law with the 
presentation of the one who will release its hold over us. Through it all, we see the light of 
God’s salvation revealed to the world.  

The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the second chapter. Glory to you, O Lord. 

   When the time came for their purification according to the law of Moses, [Mary 
and Joseph] brought [Jesus] up to Jerusalem to present him to the Lord  (as it is 
written in the law of the Lord, “Every firstborn male shall be designated as holy to 
the Lord”),  and they offered a sacrifice according to what is stated in the law of the 
Lord, “a pair of turtledoves or two young pigeons.” 
   Now there was a man in Jerusalem whose name was Simeon; this man was 
righteous and devout, looking forward to the consolation of Israel, and the Holy 
Spirit rested on him. It had been revealed to him by the Holy Spirit that he would 
not see death before he had seen the Lord’s Messiah. Guided by the Spirit, Simeon 
came into the temple, and when the parents brought in the child Jesus to do for 
him what was customary under the law, Simeon took him in his arms and praised 
God, saying, 
    “Master, now you are dismissing your servant in peace, 
  according to your word, 
    for my eyes have seen your salvation, 
     which you have prepared in the presence of all peoples, 
    a light for revelation to the gentiles 
  and for glory to your people Israel.” 
     And the child’s father and mother were amazed at what was being said about 
him.  Then Simeon blessed them and said to his mother Mary, “This child is des-
tined for the falling and the rising of many in Israel and to be a sign that will be op-
posed  so that the inner thoughts of many will be revealed—and a sword will 
pierce your own soul, too.” 
     There was also a prophet, Anna the daughter of Phanuel, of the tribe of Asher. 
She was of a great age, having lived with her husband seven years after her mar-
riage, then as a widow to the age of eighty-four. She never left the temple but wor-
shiped there with fasting and prayer night and day.  At that moment she came and 
began to praise God and to speak about the child to all who were looking for the 
redemption of Jerusalem. 
  When they had finished everything required by the law of the Lord, they re-
turned to Galilee, to their own town of Nazareth. The child grew and became 
strong, filled with wisdom, and the favor of God was upon him.  

The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ. 



CHILDREN’S CHAT  Pastor Tina Melusky 

SERMON  Pastor Tina Melusky 
 

The assembly stands. 

 

HYMN OF THE DAY                  Of the Father’s Love Begotten                                   ELW 295 
          DIVINUM MYSTERIUM 

          
 

NICENE CREED 

 We believe in one God, 

 the Father, the Almighty, 

 maker of heaven and earth, 

 of all that is, seen and unseen. 
 

 We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 

 the only Son of God, 

 eternally begotten of the Father, 

 God from God, Light from Light, 

 true God from true God, 

 begotten, not made, 

 of one Being with the Father; 

 through him all things were made. 

 For us and for our salvation 

  he came down from heaven,  

  was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary 

 and became truly human. 

 For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 

 he suffered death and was buried. 

 On the third day he rose again 

 in accordance with the scriptures; 

 he ascended into heaven 

 and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

 He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 

 and his kingdom will have no end. 

 We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 

 who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 

 who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, 



 who has spoken through the prophets. 

 We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. 

     We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 

  We look for the resurrection of the dead, 

    and the life of the world to come.  Amen. 

 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

God of grace, hear our prayer. 

 

SHARING OF THE PEACE 

 The peace of the Lord be with you always.  And also with you. 

 

RECEIVING OF TITHES AND OFFERINGS 

 

The assembly is seated. 

 

OFFERTORY ANTHEM                         Heavenly Light                            Alexander Kopylov 

Sent from heaven, thy rays were given 

on great and small to shine, O Light Divine! 

May each soul in sorrow’s night 

see the heavenly light. 

Thou blessing to all creation, 

lead us to our salvation. 

All those whose feet may falter, 

lead unto the sacred altar. 

Oh, shine from above, Divine Light of love! 

Show us the way unto our God, we pray. 

Thou our beacon and guide shalt be. 

Light Divine, we praise Thee! 
      

OFFERTORY HYMN                            What Child Is This                                            ELW 296 
                      GREENSLEEVES 

 

 



OFFERTORY PRAYER 

God of grace, your love reaches to the heavens, 

and your abundance to the depths of the seas. 
Bless what we offer to your service: 
our gifts, our abilities, and our hearts. 
Let us overflow with gratitude and generosity, 
now and always. 
Amen. 
 

MEAL  

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PROPER PREFACE  

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all  places 
give thanks and praise…  
 

 …we praise your name and join their unending hymn:  
 

SANCTUS 

Continued on next page         



 

 

 

 

THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE  

 Holy God, you alone are holy, you alone are God.  
 

 The universe declares your praise:  
 beyond the stars; beneath the sea;  
 within each cell; with every breath.  
 We praise you, O God.  

 

 Generations bless your faithfulness:  
 through the water; by night and day;  
 across the wilderness; out of exile; into the future.  
  We bless you, O God.  
 

 We give you thanks for your dear Son:  
 at the heart of human life; near to those who suffer;  
 beside the sinner; among the poor; with us now.  
 We thank you, O God.  
 

 In the night in which he was betrayed,  
 our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;  
 broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:  
 Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.  
 Do this for the remembrance of me.  
 

 Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,  
 and gave it for all to drink, saying:  
 This cup is the new covenant in my blood,  
 shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.  
 Do this for the remembrance of me.  
 

 Remembering his love for us on the way, at the table, and to the end,  
 we proclaim the mystery of faith:  

 



   

 

We pray for the gift of your Spirit:  
 in our gathering; within this meal;  
 among your people; throughout the world.  
 

 Blessing, praise, and thanks to you, holy God, through Christ Jesus,  
 by your Spirit, in your church, without end.  

 

 

  

LORD’S PRAYER  
 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 
 hallowed be thy name, 
 thy kingdom come,  
 thy will be done, 
     on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those 
  who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, 
 but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 
 and the power, and the glory, 
 forever and ever.   
 Amen. 
  

The assembly is seated. 

AGNUS DEI 

 

 

 

 

 

                  Continued on next page         



 

 

 

 

 

 

COMMUNION 

Communion is held around the table. The bread will be handed to you by the pastor. Please 

take a clear cup with wine or a purple cup with grape juice from the tray. Recycling bas-

kets for your plastic cups are located outside the doors of the sanctuary.  

Trinity has an open table—all are welcome to come to the feast. 

 

MUSIC DURING DISTRIBUTION   Jesus, the Light of the World                                ACS 914 
        WE’LL WALK IN THE LIGHT  
                                                             

 

The assembly stands. 

 SENDING 

TABLE BLESSING 
 

POST-COMMUNION CANTICLE               Now, Lord                                                  ELW 200 
 

POST-COMMUNION PRAYER 

BLESSING 

The Spirit of the triune God ☩ bless you with joy, anoint you with compassion, 

and send you in love. Amen. 

 

SENDING HYMN                        In Peace and Joy I Now Depart                                ELW 440 
          MIT FRIED UND FREUD 

     
DISMISSAL 

Go in peace. Live in hope. Thanks be to God. 
 

POSTLUDE                     The Lord Is My Light                          Mary McDonald 

 



  SERVING THE ASSEMBLY 

CRUCIFER— Karina Stevens 

ACOLYTE—Carl Carpenter and Drew Rummel 

LECTORS— Sue Moeslein 

 USHERS/GREETERS—Anne Obara and Kathleen Pietrasanta  

CAMERA/LIVESTREAM— Cliff Obara 

 

 

 

       ANNOUNCEMENTS        
          

OFFERING ENVELOPE BOXES 
 

Our 2025 offering envelope boxes are available for pickup in the church library. If 
you have a family member or friend who is unable to pick up their boxes, please feel 
free to take them as well and save us the cost of mailing.  
 

PLEASE pick up your offering boxes even if you are using Vanco or another type 
of online donation.  There are special envelopes in the boxes that give us addition-
al opportunities to support our church, our community, and our world.  Thank 
you! 
 

REMINDER 
Just a reminder that, if you have children with you in the service, there are binders in 
the narthex with drawing paper and crayons, coloring pages, games, and various  
puzzles for them to use during the service if needed!  
 
NEW PIANO UPDATE! 
As some of you know, in October we applied for a grant to help fund a new piano for 
the sanctuary, as our current one is well beyond its years.  GREAT NEWS!!! We re-
ceived notification that we have been awarded $25,000 towards a new piano, which 
is an incredible gift and a great jump start to this project.  Part of the process of re-
ceiving this grant is to let them know of our intentions and plans to help fund the rest 
of the cost.  Currently, we have already received roughly $17,000 in pledges for this 
project, another great start!! We're looking at about $16,000 more to cover the total 
cost. If you are willing to prayerfully consider donating to this project and helping us 
to provide such a memorable piece to our worship space, it would be greatly appreci-
ated. If you choose to donate, please mark that offering as "Piano Fund," while also 
faithfully remembering this is a project on top of the needs of our general fund which 
is always in need of support and faithful stewardship. 



 
 

FIRST COMMUNION CLASSES 
 

As we look ahead to the Lenten season, we will be starting our First Communion cur-
riculum on the first Sunday of Lent, March 9, during the Sunday School hour.  Our 
curriculum is geared towards children ages 6 and up, and is designed for all children 
and families who would like to learn more about the gift of communion.  Even if your 
child already receives communion, they are welcome to join to learn more about this 
precious part of worship. If you have any questions, please see Pastor Tina or Ka-
roline Ardis. 
RED FOOD BOX   
 

We are in great need of water and protein donations!  A reminder that if you donate 
fruit cups, please be sure they are applesauce cups only– other fruit cups attract crit-
ters!  This is an important ministry  for our community members,  receiving a gift that 
reminds them that they are valued children of God!  Canned goods and items that 
need to be cooked can be placed in the Thrive baskets next to the red food box table 
and outside sacristy kitchen. 
HELP WANTED 
 

It is time once again to make a request for volunteers to help with ushering 
during the worship services. The same core group has been serving for over 
a year now and we would love to have some new folks join the usher crew. 
The work required is to open the church in the morning, hand out bulletins, 
collect offerings, send folks to communion, and closes the church following 
the service; and with enough ushers, these duties can be shared. Training 
will only take an hour or less at your  convenience.  Please contact Clifford 
Obara if you would like to volunteer.  
 

 

EVERYTHING I LEARNED IN CONFIRMATION...I ALREADY FORGOT...  
 

Have you ever asked, "Why do we do that?" while sitting in church?  Have you ever 
wondered how we got to where we are?  Has the Bible ever confused you?  Join the 
club! This winter we are  tackling  all the things we probably learned in Confirmation  
and then promptly forgot! Our next meetings are Thursday 2/13 and 2/20. Meetings 
will be Hybrid. We will discuss and dive into the ins and outs of faith.  If you’d like to 
join us, there is a sign up sheet on the bulletin board.   
 

 

PORT VOLUNTEERS NEEDED 
The Newport News homeless shelter night (PORT) that Trinity supports is coming up 
on Monday, February 24th. The host church for that night is Denbigh United Presby-
terian Church in Newport News. We need volunteers to prepare a beef and pasta cas-
serole, provide various salad items and breakfast bag items. We will also need volun-
teers to help prepare and serve the dinner, support guest check-in, and support guest 
check-out on Tuesday morning (February 25th). Copies of the casserole recipe will be  
 



in the narthex or you can request one by email (cliffordobara@cox.net). To sign up for 
food donations or volunteer to work, please use the Sign Up Genius link below or  
contact Cliff or Anne Obara: 
 

 https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0E4DADA72AA3FBC34-54738349-port 
 

 

Together we can make a difference to those that struggle with the basic needs of shel-
ter and food. 

                 
 
        
 
         PRAYER LIST 
 
 

ILLNESS, SURGERY, RECOVERY, SHUT-INS: Nursing Homes/Assisted Living: 
Jeanette Cantrell, Millie Christensen,  and Barbara Olson; Jarvis Edwards, Warwick 
Forest Rehab Hospital, room 205;  Shut– ins at Home: Peggy Cash, Shirley Anderson, 
Harlan Hamby, and Virginia Hamby. 
 

PRAYER REQUESTS: Calian Long, Cliff & Anne Obara’s grandson, requested by 
Cliff & Anne Obara; Florence & Richard, cousins of Dottie Self, requested by Dottie 
Self; Connie Hoover, requested by Pastor Tina; Family and Friends of Rudy Coffee, 

requested by Carter Recupero; Judy Wagner St. Pierre, requested by The Dail Family;  
Harlan and Virginia Hamby, requested by Pastor Tina and Katherine Harry;   Mary 

Best, a friend of Connie Hoover, requested by Connie Hoover;  Jarvis Edwards, re-
quested by his son, Cael Edwards;  Sherry Johnston, former member and sister of 
Donna Owens, requested by Judy Hunt;  The family of Carole Knopp, by Wendy 
Mynoymany; Scully, Pastor Tina’s dog, requested by Tricia Wessler; Janet Stephan, 

requested by the Dail Family; Amanda Griegos and her family, requested by Diane 
and Dave Roselius; Karen Admano and her husband Matt requested by Patricia 
Fielding; the Ahlen family, requested by Kathy Stevens;  Beth Eisdorfer, daughter of 
Terri Hoffeditz; Jean Wimmer--friend of Jeannette Dail. 

THOSE WHO SERVE, MILITARY AND CIVILIAN DUTY:  James Fielding, in Tokyo, Japan, 
Bryan Hunt, State Dept., Sierra Leone; Tyler Obara, Virginia Air National guard, 
LAFB; Michael Titus, US Navy, Naval Shipyard, Washington, DC and wife,  Elisabeth 
Bruce. 

mailto:cliffordobara@cox.net
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0E4DADA72AA3FBC34-54738349-port
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OFFERTORY HYMN                             What Child is This                                           ELW 296 

       



MUSIC DURING DISTRIBUTION          Jesus, the Light of the World                ACS 914 



POST- COMMUNION CANTILCLE             NOW, LORD                                                 ELW 200 



SENDING HYMN                               In Peace and Joy I Now Depart                                 ELW 440                                               


