
TRINITY EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH 

Sixth Sunday of Easter 

10:00 AM Worship Service  • May 25, 2025 

Visions abound in the readings for the sixth Sunday of Easter. Paul has a vision about what to 
do. John has a vision of what will be. Jesus provides visions of peace that surpasses human un-
derstanding and power beyond human imagination.  



Welcome members and guests to our worship service today. If you are visiting, we encourage you 
to sign the guest register located in the narthex. Please include your home address, email address 
and phone number.  In each pew, there is a card that you can fill out if you wish to have a consult 
with the pastor and/or leave us more information.   

The nursery is available, however since there are no attendants at this time, feel free to use it as 
needed.   

Trinity offers an induction loop for the benefit of hearing impaired worshippers. To use, please 
switch your hearing aid to “T.” If you are unsure if your hearing aid is compatible, please contact 
your audiologist. 

Enlarged print sermon copies are available for the benefit of sight or hearing impaired worshippers. 
They can be found in the narthex on the table. 

TRINITY EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH 

6812 River Road, Newport News, VA 23607 

(757) 245-7861—http://trinitylutheran-nn.com 

Church Office Hours:  Mon.—Thur. 9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. 

REV. TINA MELUSKY—Pastor (tina.melusky@gmail.com) 

GEOFFREY BELL—Director of Music Ministries (music@trinitynn.org) 

SHARON MATHISON—Administrative Assistant (admin@trinitynn.org) 

CAROL BESSOM—Treasurer (cbessom@trinitynn.com) 

THE CONGREGATION OF TRINITY LUTHERAN—Ministers of the Word 

FACEBOOK & WORSHIP LIVESTREAMS: http://facebook.com/TrinityNN 

TRINITY LUTHERAN SCHOOL WEBSITE: http://trinitynn.org 

PASTOR MELUSKY’S OFFICE HOURS 

Monday 9am-12pm; Tuesday 9-10:30am, 11:30am-12:15pm; 

Wednesday 9:30am-12pm; Thursday 9am-12pm 

Times are flexible with monthly meetings, but feel free to call for an appointment or drop in. 

Pastor’s Cell: (734) 239-4013 

Trinity is a partner church with Peninsula Pastoral Counseling Center, 

LINK, THRIVE, and The Simple Sunflower. 

Cover image by: Carol Bessom 

Music is printed and streamed under CCLI #2372424, OneLicense #A-740899, 

and Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #SAS008121. 



CARILLON CALL TO WORSHIP 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

PRELUDE             All Are Welcome               arr. Mark Hayes 
                           

      GATHERING 

 The assembly stands. All may make the sign of the cross,  

 the sign marked at baptism, as the presiding minister begins.   
 

 

 

THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM   

Alleluia! Christ is risen. 
Christ is risen, indeed. Alleluia! 
 

In the name of ☩ the One 
who was, who is, and who is to come. 
Amen. 
Baptized into Christ’s death and resurrection, 
and called to live the baptized life, 
let us give thanks for the gifts of baptism. 
 

Holy God, 
we give you thanks for the waters of baptism, 
waters that make a people your own, 
that restore to wholeness, 
and empower us to be witnesses in your name. 
 

Baptized into you, O Living One, 
make us one as you are one. 
 

We give you thanks for the waters of baptism, 
waters that strengthen believers 
and give new life to beloved servants of your church; 
waters that extend your boundless love 
and cross barriers of our own making. 
 

Baptized into you, O Living One, 
make us one as you are one. 
 

We give you thanks for the waters of baptism, 
waters that open the hearts of believers         

and give a voice in the night to those in captivity; 
waters that set your people on a new path, 
rejoicing in the Spirit’s power. 
 



Baptized into you, O Living One, 
make us one as you are one. 
 

Grant us grace, love, and life, O Living One, 
that our every day is shaped by these waters 
that give us our very lives in you. 
We ask this in the name of Jesus, the Crucified and Risen One. 
Amen. 
 

GATHERING HYMN                  All Are Welcome              ELW 641 

         TWO OAKS              

GREETING  

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the 

Holy Spirit be with you all.  And also with you.  

KYRIE 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Continued on next page 



 

 

 

 

 

 

CANTICLE OF PRAISE 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 

      The assembly is seated. 

FIRST READING: Acts 16:9-15  
 
A vision compels Paul to move his ministry into Greece. There he meets Lydia, an im-
portant person in the business community, whose heart has been opened by God to receive 
the gospel. Her conversion and baptism provide the impetus for the founding of the church 
at Philippi. 

During the night Paul had a vision: there stood a man of Macedonia pleading 
with him and saying, “Come over to Macedonia and help us.”  When he had seen 
the vision, we immediately tried to cross over to Macedonia, being convinced that 
God had called us to proclaim the good news to them. 
   We therefore set sail from Troas and took a straight course to Samothrace, the 
following day to Neapolis,  and from there to Philippi, which is a leading city of 
the district of Macedonia and a Roman colony. We remained in this city for some 
days.  On the Sabbath day we went outside the gate by the river, where we sup-
posed there was a place of prayer, and we sat down and spoke to the women who 
had gathered there.  A certain woman named Lydia, a worshiper of God, was lis-
tening to us; she was from the city of Thyatira and a dealer in purple cloth. The 
Lord opened her heart to listen eagerly to what was said by Paul.  When she and 
her household were baptized, she urged us, saying, “If you have judged me to be 
faithful to the Lord, come and stay at my home.” And she prevailed upon us.  

Word of God, Word of Life. Thanks be to God. 

 

PSALM: Psalm 67 

 (read responsively; sung response before and when denoted by “R”) 

  May God be merciful to us and bless us; 
  may the light of God’s face shine upon us. 
  Let your way be known upon earth, 
  your saving health among all nations. 
  Let the peoples praise you, O God; 



  let all the peoples praise you. 
  Let the nations be glad and sing for joy, 
  for you judge the peoples with equity and guide all the nations on earth.   R 
  Let the peoples praise you, O God; 
  let all the peoples praise you. 
  The earth has brought forth its increase; 
  God, our own God, has blessed us. 
  May God give us blessing, 
  and may all the ends of the earth stand in awe.  R 
 

SECOND READING: Revelation 21:10, 22-22:5 
 

John’s vision of a new Jerusalem coming out of heaven provides continuity with God’s past 
actions.  Yet in this new city, God’s presence replaces the temple, and the glory of god and 
the Lamb supplants sun and moon. 

 And in the spirit [one of the angels] carried me away to a great, high mountain 
and showed me the holy city Jerusalem coming down out of heaven from God. 
   I saw no temple in the city, for its temple is the Lord God the Almighty and the 
Lamb.  And the city has no need of sun or moon to shine on it, for the glory of God 
is its light, and its lamp is the Lamb.  The nations will walk by its light, and the 
kings of the earth will bring their glory into it.  Its gates will never be shut by 
day—and there will be no night there.  People will bring into it the glory and the 
honor of the nations.  But nothing unclean will enter it, nor anyone who practices 
abomination or falsehood, but only those who are written in the Lamb’s book of 
life. 
  Then the angel showed me the river of the water of life, bright as crystal, flow-
ing from the throne of God and of the Lamb through the middle of the street of the 
city. On either side of the river is the tree of life with its twelve kinds of fruit, pro-
ducing its fruit each month, and the leaves of the tree are for the healing of the na-
tions.  Nothing accursed will be found there any more. But the throne of God and 
of the Lamb will be in it, and God’s servants will worship God;  they will see God’s 
face, and God’s name will be on their foreheads.  And there will be no more night; 
they need no light of lamp or sun, for the Lord God will be their light, and they 
will reign forever and ever. 

 

Word of God, Word of Life. Thanks be to God. 

 



    The assembly stands.  

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 

 

 

 

 

 
 

GOSPEL: John 14:23-29 

As Jesus talks of returning to the Father, he promises to send the Advocate, the Holy Spir-
it, who will teach Jesus’ followers and remind them of all that Jesus taught.  Even more, 
those in whom God makes a home will experience a peace that overcomes fear. 

The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the fourteenth chapter.  Glory to you, O 
Lord. 
 

 Jesus answered [Judas (not Iscariot)], “Those who love me will keep my word, and 
my Father will love them, and we will come to them and make our home with 
them.  Whoever does not love me does not keep my words, and the word that you 
hear is not mine but is from the Father who sent me. 
   “I have said these things to you while I am still with you.  But the Advocate, the 
Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in my name, will teach you everything and 
remind you of all that I have said to you.  Peace I leave with you; my peace I give to 
you. I do not give to you as the world gives. Do not let your hearts be troubled, and 
do not let them be afraid.  You heard me say to you, ‘I am going away, and I am 
coming to you.’ If you loved me, you would rejoice that I am going to the Father, be-
cause the Father is greater than I.  And now I have told you this before it occurs, so 
that when it does occur you may believe.” 

 

The Gospel of the Lord.  Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

   The assembly is seated. 

 

 

CHILDREN’S CHAT                        Pastor Tina Melusky  
  

SERMON                     Pastor Tina Melusky 
 

 The assembly stands.  
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ST. DENIO  

 

NICENE CREED 

    We believe in one God,  

         the Father, the Almighty,  

         maker of heaven and earth,  

          of all that is, seen and unseen.  

    We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,  

 the only Son of God,  

 eternally begotten of the Father,  

 God from God, Light from Light,  

 true God from true God,  

 begotten, not made,  

 of one Being with the Father;  

 through him all things were made.  

 For us and for our salvation  

  he came down from heaven,  

     was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary  

  and became truly human.  

  For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;  

            he suffered death and was buried.  

            On the third day he rose again  

                    in accordance with the scriptures;  

  he ascended into heaven  

            and is seated at the right hand of the Father.  

            He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,  

            and his kingdom will have no end.  

 We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,  

             who proceeds from the Father and the Son,*  

            who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified,  

  who has spoken through the prophets.  

            We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church.  

            We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.  

             We look for the resurrection of the dead,  

                     and the life of the world to come. Amen.  

 

 



 PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION  

Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 

 

SHARING OF THE PEACE 

   

The peace of the Lord be with you always.  And also with you. 

            

              The assembly is seated. 
 

RECEIVING OF TITHES AND OFFERINGS 

OFFERTORY ANTHEM      Like Him We Rise                     Tom Trenney 

Taylor Simpson, tenor 

He came down that we may have love. 

He came down that we may rise. 

“Come unto me,” our Savior said. “Ye weary, come, I’ll give you rest.” 

From stable room and manger bed to paradise forever blessed. 

Made like him, like him we rise! Ours the cross, the grave, the skies; 

Light and life to all he brings, ris’n with healing in his wings. 

“Come, all who thirst, be satisfied with water I alone can give.” 

Upon the cross, “I thirst,” he cried, conquering death that we might live! 

Made like him, like him we rise! Ours the cross, the grave, the skies; 

Light and life to all he brings, ris’n with healing in his wings. 

“When in the shadow, do not fear. I am your light, your lamp, your sun.” 

The sting of death shall disappear. The fight is fought! The battle won! 

Made like him, like him we rise! Ours the cross, the grave, the skies; 

Light and life to all he brings, ris’n with healing in his wings. 

He came down that we may rise. 

 



                                                            The assembly stands. 

 

OFFERTORY HYMN           Praise God From Whom All Blessings Flow      

                                                            LASST UNS ERFREUEN 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

OFFERTORY PRAYER 

Risen One, 

you have gathered us around your table of grace 

along with these gifts we bring. 

Come among us again, 

breathe your life into us, 

and enliven us with this meal, 

that we may live as your risen body in the world. 

Amen. 



            MEAL  

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PROPER PREFACE 

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places 
give thanks and praise…  

...we praise your name and join their unending hymn:  

SANCTUS 

 

 

 

  



THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE  

You are indeed holy, almighty and merciful God. 
You are most holy, 
and great is the majesty of your glory. 
  

You so loved the world that you gave your only Son, 
so that everyone who believes in him may not perish 
but have eternal life. 
  
We give you thanks for his coming into the world 
to fulfill for us your holy will 
and to accomplish all things for our salvation. 
  
In the night in which he was betrayed, 
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
  
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 
and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 

  
For as often as we eat of this bread and drink from this cup, 
we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes. 

 

 

 

 

 
Remembering, therefore, his salutary command, 
his life-giving passion and death, his glorious resurrection and ascension, 
and the promise of his coming again, 
we give thanks to you, O Lord God Almighty, 
not as we ought but as we are able; 

 

 

 



we ask you mercifully to accept our praise and thanksgiving 
and with your Word and Holy Spirit to bless us, your servants, 
and these your own gifts of bread and wine, 
so that we and all who share in the body and blood of Christ 
may be filled with heavenly blessing and grace, 
and, receiving the forgiveness of sin, 
may be formed to live as your holy people 
and be given our inheritance with all your saints. 
  
To you, O God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, 
be all honor and glory in your holy church, now and forever. 

 

 

 

 

LORD’S PRAYER  
 

 Our Father, who art in heaven, 

 hallowed be thy name, 

 thy kingdom come,  

 thy will be done, 

 on earth as it is in heaven. 

 Give us this day our daily bread; 

     and forgive us our trespasses, 

  as we forgive those 

 who trespass against us; 

 and lead us not into temptation, 

 but deliver us from evil. 

 For thine is the kingdom, 

 and the power, and the glory, 

 forever and ever.   

 Amen. 

 

The assembly is seated. 



AGNUS DEI 

     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

COMMUNION 

Communion will be held around the table. The bread will be handed to you by the pastor. 

Please take a clear communion cup with wine from the outside edge of the tray or a purple 

grape juice cup from the center of the tray. Recycle baskets are located outside of the sanc-

tuary doors for your plastic cups.  

MUSIC DURING DISTRIBUTION  You Satisfy the Hungry Heart                ELW 484  
      BICENTENNIAL 
    

  The assembly stands. 

 

  SENDING 

TABLE BLESSING 

Now may the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep 

you in his grace.  Amen.  

POST COMMUNION CANTICLE     Thankful Hearts and Voices Raise ELW 204 
 

POST COMMUNION PRAYER 

BLESSING  
 

The triune God, 
who was, who is, and who is to come, 
Sovereign, ☩ Savior, and Spirit, 



light your way with resurrection dawn, 
now and always. 
Amen. 
 

SENDING HYMN               Come, We That Love the Lord               ELW 625  
           MARCHING TO ZION 
 

                                               The assembly turns to face the recessing cross. 

DISMISSAL 

Alleluia! Christ is risen. Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia! 
Go in peace. In Christ you are made new. Alleluia! Alleluia! 
Thanks be to God. Alleluia! Alleluia! 

 
 

POSTLUDE                 Grand Choeur                              Théodore Dubois  

                                  

                                              

 

                     
 
 
 
 
 

            SERVING THE ASSEMBLY 
 

  CRUCIFER—Patrick Spisak 

ACOLYTES— Elena Stevens and Ellie Wessler 

TORCHBEARERS — Carl Carpenter and Carter Recupero 

LECTOR— Patricia McClelland 

USHERS/GREETERS — Anne Obara and Karoline Ardis 

CAMERA/LIVESTREAM — Clifford Obara  

 
 



ANNOUNCEMENTS 
VIRGINIA HANDBELL CONSORT 

On Saturday, May 31, at 2pm, Trinity will once again welcome the Virginia Handbell 
Consort as they present their spring concert, “Sway It With Music”. The program 
features music written to pray for peace and reconciliation, music written to share in 
the enjoyment of a beautiful day, and music that entices us to dance with sheer 
happiness. Join the Virginia Handbell Consort in exploring our musical heritage and 
see if you don’t leave the concert wanting to dance! 
Admission to the concert is free. You won’t want to miss this fun musical afternoon! 

RED FOOD BOX 

Thank you so much to all who are so faithfully donating items for the Red Food Box! 
This ministry of outreach to our siblings could not happen without your willingness 
and generosity. We who have so much can only imagine what these gifts mean to 
someone who has so little. We are in need of disposable cutlery. Thank you again! 

WALK AND TALK THE WORD 

We will gather again at 6:30pm on May 29 at Riverview Farm Park for a walk and 

talk conversation about the Road to Emmaus story.  

PRAYER LIST 

ILLNESS, SURGERY, RECOVERY, SHUT-INS — Nursing Homes/Assisted Living: Millie 

Christensen, Barbara Olson; At Home: Peggy Cash, Shirley Anderson; Riverside 

Rehab, Yorktown, room 1169: Jerry Cobb, room 1117: Virginia Hamby. 

PRAYER REQUESTS—Family and friends of Scott Campbell, requested by Todd Recupero; 

Don Harvey, Anne Obara’s Dad, requested by Anne Obara; Stephanie Beauvais, requested 

by Jarvis Edwards; Al and Andrea Husband; Larry and Linda Jones, requested by Judy 

Hunt; Sarah Miller, requested by John and Sandy Lunsford; Wayne Skinner and Pam 

Carmean, Carroll Emerson, and Judy Wagner St. Pierre, requested by the Dail family; 

Ron Vodenichar, Sandy’s brother, and Eddie Bateman, our nephew, requested by the 

Sniady family; Florence and Richard, cousins of Dottie Self, requested by Dottie Self; Mary 

Best, friend of Connie Hoover, requested by Connie Hoover; Sherry Johnston, former member 

and sister of Donna Owens, requested by Judy Hunt; The family of Carole Knopp, 

requested by Wendy Mynoymany; Scully, Pastor Tina’s dog, requested by Tricia Wessler; 

Ahlen family, requested by Kathy Stevens. 

THOSE WHO SERVE, MILITARY AND CIVILIAN DUTY—James Fielding, Tokyo, Japan; 

Bryan Hunt, State Dept., Sierra Leone; Tyler Obara, Virginia Air National Guard, LAFB. 
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