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Welcome members and guests to our worship service today. If you are visiting, we 

encourage you to sign the guest register located in the narthex. Please include your 

home address, email address and phone number.  In each pew, there is a card that you 

can fill out if you wish to have a consult with the pastor and/or leave us more 

information.   

The nursery is available, however since there are no attendants at this time, feel free 

to use it as needed.   
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6812 River Road, Newport News, VA 23607 
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WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 

PRELUDE                              
                                      

CALL TO WORSHIP 

In the fullness of time, your Word became flesh to shine through our world’s 
darkness, to speak peace to all peoples, and to reveal your love throughout the 
world.  For your incarnate Word, 

We adore you, O God. 
 

LIGHTING OF THE CANDLES 

Hope is a candle that flickers and waves yet offers warmth and life. 

The darkness shall turn into light, the moon will shine as bright as the sun. 

Hope is a hand that reaches out in peace. 

The wolf shall live with the lamb; the leopard shall lie down with the kid. 

Hope is a song that grows and fills the world with joy. 

The wilderness and dry land will be glad; the desert rejoices and bloom. 

Hope is a promise of a baby to be born in a manger stall. 

A woman shall bear a son and his name shall be Immanuel. 

PROCLAMATION 

Jesus Christ, our savior and shepherd is coming; the One who is Love, overflows 
and fills us with love; the One who brings healing mends our hearts with mercy and 
compassion; the Prince of Peace comes to bring light and life for all Creation.  The 
one who will be born in the humble manger as a vulnerable baby is the one who will 
and the one who has defeated death and the powers of evil, offering to us life and 
salvation through a gift of abundant grace.  These are the gifts of Christmas, the gifts 
of Easters, the gifts for all time.   
 

For all this, we give thanks!  
 

GATHERING HYMN                            Of the Father’s Love Begotten                ELW 295  

GREETING 

The Grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy 
Spirit be with you all.   

    And also with you.  



PRAYER OF THE DAY 

Let us pray. 

O God, it is your will to hold both heaven and earth in a single peace.  Let the 

design of your great love shine on the troubles and sorrows of this world, and 

give peace to your church, peace among nations, peace in our homes, and peace in 

our hearts, through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 

 

The assembly is seated. 

             

FIRST READING: Isaiah 9:2-7      

  The people who walked in darkness 

    have seen a great light; 

those who lived in a land of deep darkness— 

    on them light has shined. 
  You have multiplied exultation;  

    you have increased its joy; 

they rejoice before you 

    as with joy at the harvest, 

    as people exult when dividing plunder. 
  For the yoke of their burden 

    and the bar across their shoulders, 

    the rod of their oppressor, 

    you have broken as on the day of Midian. 
  For all the boots of the tramping warriors 

    and all the garments rolled in blood 

    shall be burned as fuel for the fire. 
  For a child has been born for us, 

    a son given to us; 

authority rests upon his shoulders, 

    and he is named 

Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, 

    Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 
  Great will be his authority,  



    and there shall be endless peace 

for the throne of David and his kingdom. 

    He will establish and uphold it 

with justice and with righteousness 

    from this time onward and forevermore. 

The zeal of the Lord of hosts will do this. 

Word of God, Word of Life 

 

Thanks be to God  

 

RESPONSE HYMN  Awake! Awake, and Greet the New Morn (v. 1-2)                 ELW 242 

 

POEM                                                    “Christ in the Universe”                    Alice Meynel 

 

RESPONSE HYMN             Awake! Awake, and Greet the New Morn (v. 3-4)                  ELW 242  

 

GOSPEL 

The holy gospel according to St. Luke, the 1st chapter 

Glory to you, O Lord 

 

Luke 1:5-19 

  In the days of King Herod of Judea, there was a priest named Zechariah, who 
belonged to the priestly order of Abijah. His wife was descended from the daughters 
of Aaron, and her name was Elizabeth.   Both of them were righteous before God, 
living blamelessly according to all the commandments and regulations of the 
Lord.   But they had no children because Elizabeth was barren, and both were getting 
on in years. 

  Once when he was serving as priest before God during his section’s turn of duty, he 
was chosen by lot, according to the custom of the priesthood, to enter the sanctuary 
of the Lord to offer incense.   Now at the time of the incense offering, the whole 
assembly of the people was praying outside.   Then there appeared to him an angel 
of the Lord, standing at the right side of the altar of incense.  When Zechariah saw 
the angel, he was terrified, and fear overwhelmed him.   But the angel said to him, 



“Do not be afraid, Zechariah, for your prayer has been heard. Your wife Elizabeth 
will bear you a son, and you will name him John.  You will have joy and gladness, 
and many will rejoice at his birth,   for he will be great in the sight of the Lord. He 
must never drink wine or strong drink; even before his birth he will be filled with 
the Holy Spirit.  He will turn many of the people of Israel to the Lord their 
God.  With the spirit and power of Elijah he will go before him, to turn the hearts of 
parents to their children and the disobedient to the wisdom of the righteous, to 
make ready a people prepared for the Lord.”  Zechariah said to the angel, “How can 
I know that this will happen? For I am an old man, and my wife is getting on in 
years.”   The angel replied, “I am Gabriel. I stand in the presence of God, and I have 
been sent to speak to you and to bring you this good news.” 

RESPONSE HYMN                There’s a Voice in the Wilderness       ELW 255 

               (Sing Verse 1 Only) 
 
THE GOSPEL CONTINUES WITH Luke 1:26-38 

 In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent by God to a town in Galilee called 
Nazareth, to a virgin engaged to a man whose name was Joseph, of the house of 
David. The virgin’s name was Mary.  And Gabriel came to her and said, “Greetings, 
favored one! The Lord is with you.”  But she was much perplexed by these words 
and pondered what sort of greeting this might be.  The angel said to her, “Do not be 
afraid, Mary, for you have found favor with God.   And now, you will conceive in 
your womb and bear a son, and you will name him Jesus.   He will be great and will 
be called the Son of the Most High, and the Lord God will give to him the throne of 
his ancestor David.  He will reign over the house of Jacob forever, and of his 
kingdom there will be no end.”  Mary said to the angel, “How can this be, since I am 
a virgin?”  The angel said to her, “The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the 
power of the Most High will overshadow you; therefore the child to be born will be 
holy; he will be called Son of God.   And now, your relative Elizabeth in her old age 
has also conceived a son, and this is the sixth month for her who was said to be 
barren.   For nothing will be impossible with God.”  Then Mary said, “Here am I, the 
servant of the Lord; let it be with me according to your word.” Then the angel 
departed from her. 

RESPONSE HYMN                             The Angel Gabriel from Heaven Came                        ELW 265  

                   (Sing Verse 1 Only) 

   

  



THE GOSPEL CONTINUES WITH Luke 2:1-20 

  In those days a decree went out from Caesar Augustus that all the world should be 

registered.  This was the first registration and was taken while Quirinius was 

governor of Syria. All went to their own towns to be registered.   Joseph also went 

from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to the city of David called Bethlehem, 

because he was descended from the house and family of David.   He went to be 

registered with Mary, to whom he was engaged and who was expecting a 

child.   While they were there, the time came for her to deliver her child.   And she 

gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped him in bands of cloth and laid him in a 

manger, because there was no place in the guest room.  

  Now in that same region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping watch 

over their flock by night.   Then an angel of the Lord stood before them, and the 

glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were terrified.  But the angel said to 

them, “Do not be afraid, for see, I am bringing you good news of great joy for all the 

people:  to you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is the Messiah, the 

Lord.   This will be a sign for you: you will find a child wrapped in bands of cloth 

and lying in a manger.”  And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the 

heavenly host, praising God and saying, 

  “Glory to God in the highest heaven, 

    and on earth peace among those whom he favors!”  

When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one 

another, “Let us go now to Bethlehem and see this thing that has taken place, which 

the Lord has made known to us.” So they went with haste and found Mary and 

Joseph and the child lying in the manger.  When they saw this, they made known 

what had been told them about this child, and all who heard it were amazed at what 

the shepherds told them, and Mary treasured all these words and pondered them in 

her heart.  The shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all they had 

heard and seen, just as it had been told them. 

 

      This is the Gospel of our Lord. 

   Praise to you, O Christ. 

 



 

RESPONSE HYMN                             Hark, the Herald Angels Sing                 ELW 270  

             (Sing Verse 1 Only) 
 

REFLECTION                          Pastor Tina  

 

REFLECTION HYMN                                       Love Has Come         ELW 292 

 

PRAYER OF THE PEOPLE 

Prayers can be like gifts, the gift of unburdening our hearts to God, the gift of knowing 

another person is praying for us and carrying the weight alongside, the gift of praying for 

another person.  Tonight we will write the prayers of our hearts and place them in the gift 

box. We will place this at the altar, leaving our gifts for others, the gifts we need for 

ourselves. 

 

OFFERING 

We are beginning a toy drive this evening which will carry on through the fall.  

 

OFFERTORY PRAYER 

O God, you are the source of every blessing. From your hand we receive with joy 

the abundance of your good gifts of grace, life, and salvation. We give thanks for 

the promise of the coming Son, the Savior of the World.  With thanksgiving, we 

gather these gifts with the joy that comes in giving to others.  We rejoice as we 

share these gifts in the name of Christ our Savior. Amen. 

LORD’S PRAYER 

   Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, 

thy kingdom come, 

thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 



    Give us this day our daily bread; 

       and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those who trespass against us; 

       and lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 

and the power, and the glory, 

forever and ever. Amen. 

 

BLESSING  

May the light of Christ illumine the darkness of this world, binding up that which is 

broken, and returning our hearts to wholeness.  May Christ bring light, comfort, 

peace, to this yearning world.  

Amen. 

 

SENDING HYMN                                      Go Tell It on the Mountain        ELW 290 

 

DISMISSAL 

Go in peace.  Go in hope.  Go in love.  Christ is coming. 

Amen.  Thanks be to God. 

 

POSTLUDE. 

  

  

 

 

 
  

 



 

 

GATHERING HYMN               Of the Father’s Love Begotten                ELW 295 



  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 RESPONSE HYMN              Awake! Awake, and Greet the New Morn (v. 1-2)         ELW 242                          

   

  



RESPONSE HYMN                     There’s a Voice in the Wilderness                                                          ELW 255 

                                                       (Sing Verse 1 Only) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



RESPONSE HYMN                          The Angel Gabriel from Heaven Came                         ELW 265 

(Sing Verse 1 Only) 

 

 

 

 



RESPONSE HYMN                           Hark, the Herald Angels Sing                                      ELW 270 

                                                        (Sing Verse 1 Only) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



              

 

 

 

 

 

 

  REFLECTION HYMN                               Love Has Come                                                 ELW 292     

 

 

 

 

                                                                          



SENDING HYMN                                 Go Tell It on the Mountain                 ELW 290                                              

 

 


