
 

Trinity Evangelical Lutheran Church 

Tenth Sunday After Pentecost 

10:00 AM Worship Service • August 17, 2025 

Now the Feast and Celebration 

  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The word of God is a refining fire. Jesus is the great divide in human history. He invites our 
undivided attention and devotion. Today in worship we are surrounded by a great “cloud of 
witnesses.” In the word and in holy communion we are invited yet again to look to Jesus, “the 
pioneer and perfecter of our faith.” 
 

 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

  

Welcome members and guests to our worship service today. If you are visiting, we 

encourage you to sign the guest register located in the narthex. Please include your 

home address, email address and phone number.  In each pew, there is a card that you 

can fill out if you wish to have a consult with the pastor and/or leave us more 

information.   

The nursery is available, however since there are no attendants at this time, feel free 

to use it as needed.   

  

TRINITY EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH 

6812 River Road, Newport News, VA 23607 

(757) 245-7861—http://trinitylutheran-nn.com 

Church Office Hours:  9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. 

REV. TINA MELUSKY—Pastor (tina.melusky@gmail.com) 

GEOFFREY BELL—Director of Music Ministries (music@trinitynn.org) 

SHARON MATHISON—Administrative Assistant (admin@trinitynn.org) 

CAROL BESSOM—Treasurer (cbessom@trinitynn.com) 

THE CONGREGATION OF TRINITY LUTHERAN—Ministers of the Word 

FACEBOOK & WORSHIP LIVESTREAMS: http://facebook.com/TrinityNN 

TRINITY LUTHERAN SCHOOL WEBSITE: http://trinitynn.org 
  

PASTOR MELUSKY’S OFFICE HOURS 

Monday 9am-12pm; Tuesday 9-10:30am, 11:30am-12:15pm. 

Wednesday 9:30am-12pm; Thursday 9am-12pm 

Pastor’s Cell: (734) 239-4013 

Trinity is a partner church with Peninsula Pastoral Counseling Center,  

LINK, THRIVE, and The Simple Sunflower. 

Bulletin cover image by Carol Bessom. 

Music printed and streamed under CCLI License #2372424, One License A-740899 

and from sundaysandseasons.com. 
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Augsburg Fortress 

 

We are a reconciling in Christ community. 



CARILLON CALL TO WORSHIP 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

PRELUDE                                             How Firm a Foundation                             arr. Mark Hayes 

 
                                      

       GATHERING 

The assembly stands. All may make the sign of the cross,  

the sign marked at baptism, as the presiding minister begins.  

  

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS  

In the name of the Father, 

and of the ☩ Son, 
and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 
Baptized into Christ, let us confess our sin. 
Silence is kept for reflection. 

Merciful God, 
you free us to love others, 
but we neglect our neighbors and follow our own way. 
You lead us by the Spirit of joy and peace, 
but we turn away from the abundant life you offer. 
You surround us with patience, kindness, 
and generosity, 
but we grow weary in doing what is right. 
In your mercy, forgive us. 
Do not give up on us. 
Heal us, break our bonds, 
and show us the path of life. 
Amen. 
You belong to Christ Jesus 
and you are God’s children through faith. 

In the cross of ☩ Christ, 
and through the power of the Holy Spirit, 
your sins are forgiven. 
Clothed with Christ, you are a new creation. 

Amen. 

 



GATHERING HYMN                               Let the Whole Creation Cry                                    ELW 876 
        SALZBURG                

                 

 GREETING 

 The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the 

 Holy Spirit be with you all.   

 And also with you.  

KYRIE                                                                                               Now the Feast booklet page 3 

CANTICLE OF PRAISE                                                               Now the Feast booklet pages 4-5 

SALUTATION                                  Now the Feast booklet page 7 

  

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

                                                                           The assembly is seated. 

 

FIRST READING: Jeremiah 23:23-29 
 

Because Jeremiah preaches the unpopular message of God’s judgment, he suffers rejection. 
Today’s reading distinguishes between the true prophet, like Jeremiah, who speaks God’s 
word, and the false prophet who misleads the people through dreams. One is like wheat; the 
other like worthless straw. 
 

 Am I a God near by, says the Lord, and not a God far off?  Who can hide in secret 
places so that I cannot see them? says the Lord. Do I not fill heaven and earth? says 
the Lord.  I have heard what the prophets have said who prophesy lies in my name, 
saying, “I have dreamed! I have dreamed!”   How long? Will the hearts of the 
prophets ever turn back—those who prophesy lies and who prophesy the deceit of 
their own heart?  They plan to make my people forget my name by their dreams that 
they tell one another, just as their ancestors forgot my name for Baal.  Let the 
prophet who has a dream tell the dream, but let the one who has my word speak my 
word faithfully. What has straw in common with wheat? says the Lord.  Is not my 
word like fire, says the Lord, and like a hammer that breaks a rock in pieces? 
 
Word of God, Word of Life.  Thanks be to God. 

 

 



 PSALM 82 

 

 God stands to charge the divine council assembled, 
  giving judgment in the midst of the gods: 
  “How long will you judge unjustly, 
  and show favor to the wicked? 
  Save the weak and the orphan; 
  defend the humble and needy; 
  rescue the weak and the poor; 
  deliver them from the power of the wicked.   R 
  They do not know, neither do they understand; they wander about in darkness; 
  all the foundations of the earth are shaken. 
  Now I say to you, ‘You are gods, 
  and all of you children of the Most High; 
  nevertheless, you shall die like mortals, 
  and fall like any prince.’ ” 
  Arise, O God, and rule the earth, 
  for you shall take all nations for your own.   R 

 

SECOND READING: Hebrews 11:29—12:2 
 

The author of Hebrews presents us with rich stories of faith. In a long list of biblical heroes, 
we find examples of trust in God that enabled them to face the trials of life faithfully. In 
addition to this “cloud of witnesses,” we have Jesus, the perfect model of faithful endurance. 
 

By faith the people passed through the Red Sea as if it were dry land, but when the 

Egyptians attempted to do so they were drowned.  By faith the walls of Jericho fell 

after they had been encircled for seven days.  By faith Rahab the prostitute did not 

perish with those who were disobedient, because she had received the spies in 

peace. 

   And what more should I say? For time would fail me to tell of Gideon, Barak, 

Samson, Jephthah, of David and Samuel and the prophets,  who through faith 

conquered kingdoms, administered justice, obtained promises, shut the mouths of 



lions,  quenched the power of fire, escaped the edge of the sword, were made strong 

out of weakness, became mighty in war, put foreign armies to flight.  Women 

received their dead by resurrection. Others were tortured, refusing to accept release, 

in order to obtain a better resurrection.  Others suffered mocking and flogging and 

even chains and imprisonment.  They were stoned to death; they were sawn in two; 

they were killed by the sword; they went about in skins of sheep and goats, 

destitute, persecuted, tormented-- of whom the world was not worthy. They 

wandered in deserts and mountains and in caves and holes in the ground. 

   Yet all these, though they were commended for their faith, did not receive what 

was promised, since God had provided something better so that they would not, 

apart from us, be made perfect. 

  Therefore, since we are surrounded by so great a cloud of witnesses, let us also 

lay aside every weight and the sin that clings so closely, and let us run with 

perseverance the race that is set before us,  looking to Jesus, the pioneer and 

perfecter of faith, who for the sake of the joy that was set before him endured the 

cross, disregarding its shame, and has taken his seat at the right hand of the throne 

of God. 
 

Word of God, Word of Life. Thanks be to God.  
 

                                                                        The assembly stands. 
 

  

   

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION                                                       Now the Feast booklet page 8 

 
GOSPEL: Luke 12:49-56 
 

Jesus delivers harsh words about the purifying and potentially divisive effects of obedience to 

God’s call. The way of the cross often leads followers to encounter hostility and rejection, 

even from those they love. 
 

The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the twelfth chapter. Glory to you, O Lord.  
 

[Jesus said:] “I have come to cast fire upon the earth, and how I wish it were already 

ablaze!  I have a baptism with which to be baptized, and what constraint I am under 

until it is completed!  Do you think that I have come to bring peace to the earth? No, 

I tell you, but rather division!  From now on five in one household will be divided, 

three against two and two against three; they will be divided: 



 father against son 

  and son against father, 

 mother against daughter 

  and daughter against mother, 

 mother-in-law against her daughter-in-law 

  and daughter-in-law against mother-in-law.” 

   He also said to the crowds, “When you see a cloud rising in the west, you 

immediately say, ‘It is going to rain,’ and so it happens.  And when you see the 

south wind blowing, you say, ‘There will be scorching heat,’ and it happens.  You 

hypocrites! You know how to interpret the appearance of earth and sky, but why do 

you not know how to interpret the present time?” 
 

The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

 The assembly is seated 

 

CHILDREN’S CHAT                            Pastor Tina Melusky 

SERMON                                                                                                  Pastor Tina Melusky 
 

                                                                               The assembly stands 
 
HYMN OF THE DAY               When Pain of the World Surrounds Us                            ELW 704 

CALLED TO FOLLOW 

                  
 

APOSTLE’S CREED 

  

 I believe in God, the Father almighty,  

    creator of heaven and earth.  

 I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,  

    who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,  

    born of the virgin Mary,  

    suffered under Pontius Pilate,  

    was crucified, died, and was buried;  

    he descended to the dead.  

    On the third day he rose again;  

    he ascended into heaven,  

    he is seated at the right hand of the Father,  

    and he will come to judge the living and the dead.  

 I believe in the Holy Spirit,  



    the holy catholic church,  

    the communion of saints,  

    the forgiveness of sins,  

    the resurrection of the body,  

    and the life everlasting.  Amen. 
    

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
  

 Hear us O God, your mercy is great. 
  

 SHARING OF THE PEACE  

  The peace of the Lord be with you always.  And also with you. 

 

                                                                The assembly is seated. 
 

  RECEIVING OF TITHES AND OFFERINGS  

 

OFFERTORY                                 I Want to Walk as a Child of the Light               arr. Tom Trenney 

Charles Robinson, baritone 

I want to walk as a child of the Light; I want to follow Jesus. 

God set the stars to give light to the world. The star of my life is Jesus. 

In him there is no darkness at all. The night and the day are both alike. 

The Lamb is the light of the city of God. Shine in my heart, Lord Jesus. 

I want to see the brightness of God. I want to look at Jesus. 

Clear Sun of Righteousness, shine on my path and show me the way to the Father. 

In him there is no darkness at all. The night and the day are both alike. 

The Lamb is the light of the city of God. Shine in my heart, Lord Jesus. 

                             

OFFERTORY HYMN                                As the Grains of Wheat       Now the Feast booklet page 10 
 

OFFERTORY                                 
  

Creator God, 
in your wisdom you bring forth all that is good 
and the harvest is plentiful. 
Strengthen us at your table with these gifts of the earth 
and our labor, 
that we may work for the good of all; 
through Jesus Christ, our Savior. 



Amen. 

MEAL 
  

GREAT THANKSGIVING                     Now the Feast booklet page 11 
 

PROPER PREFACE  

It is our duty and delight…  

 …we praise your name and join their unending hymn:  

  

SANCTUS                                             Holy, Holy, Holy       Now the Feast booklet page 11-12 
  

THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 
  

LORD’S PRAYER 

  Our Father, who art in heaven,  
    hallowed be thy name,  
    thy kingdom come,  
     thy will be done,   
        on earth as it is in heaven.  
 Give us this day our daily bread;  
 and forgive us our trespasses,  
    as we forgive those  
        who trespass against us;  
 and lead us not into temptation,  
    but deliver us from evil.  
      For thine is the kingdom,  
   and the power, and the glory,  
     forever and ever.   Amen. 
  

  

AGNUS DEI                                                                                            Now the Feast booklet page 14 

COMMUNION  

Communion is held around the table. The bread will be handed to you by the pastor. Please 

take a clear cup with wine or a purple cup with grape juice from the tray. Recycling baskets 

for your plastic cups are located outside the doors of the sanctuary. Trinity has an open 

table—all are welcome to come to the feast. 
  

 MUSIC DURING THE DISTRIBUTION 

                                                                      How Clear Is Our Vocation, Lord                                  ELW 580  
                   REPTON 



                                                                                        
     

      The assembly stands. 

  

                                                                               SENDING 

TABLE BLESSING  
  

POST-COMMUNION CANTICLE             Thanks Be to You           Now the Feast booklet page 15 
  

POST-COMMUNION PRAYER 
  

  

BLESSING  

The love of God abound in you; the grace of our Savior Jesus Christ fill your hearts; 

and the life of the Spirit ☩ bless you and give you peace. 

Amen. 
  

  
SENDING HYMN                                   How Firm a Foundation                                        ELW 796 

      FOUNDATION 
  
                    

DISMISSAL 

Go in peace. Live by the Spirit.   

Thanks be to God. 

  

POSTLUDE                                              Postlude on Foundation                             Jason D. Payne 

 

                       SERVING THE ASSEMBLY 
  

     CRUCIFER – Abbi Wessler 

      ACOLYTES— Ellie Wessler & Reid Jay 

     LECTOR—Jacob Wessler 

     USHERS/GREETERS— John Lunsford & Dave Roselius 

     CAMERA/LIVESTREAM—Cliff Obara 

 
 
The Flowers are given to the Glory of God and in loving honor of Rock and Sue 

Moeslein’s 43rd Wedding Anniversary by Rock Moeslein. 

 



 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

WORK DAY 8/23 9 AM to Noon.  We will be weeding, moving dirt and mulch, 
sprucing up the columbarium, cleaning blinds and doors and polishing the brass kick 
plates on the narthex doors. All are welcome!  Thank you 
 
CAN YOU HELP! 
We are looking for a couple of volunteers who would be willing to serve in our 
nursery, providing care for our tiniest members during the service. Youth are 
welcome, but if you are under 16 you will need an adult present with you as well.  If 
you are interested, please contact Pastor Tina or a member of the Worship and Music 
committee. 
 

RED FOOD BOX 

Thank you so much to all who are so faithfully donating items for the Red Food Box!  
With these warm days we are in need of bottled water and plastic spoons/forks. 
Thank you again! 
 

SAVE THE DATE! NEW DIRECTORY! 
Mark your calendars! We are going to have photographers here to build our new 
photo directory on Thursday, October 9 and Friday, October 10. Time slots will go live 
next month, but for now save the date AND!  
  

We are looking for a team of 3-5 volunteers who will help us coordinate the directory 
and help get the project promoted and organized. If you are interested, please contact 
Pastor Tina. 
  
 

TREASURER’S NOTE! 
Dear Trinity Family, 
 

Just a reminder that, since we just voted to approve the 2025 - 2026 budget and have 
just begun the new fiscal year this month, this is a great time to prayerfully consider 
increasing your offering, especially if you haven't done so in a few years.  It's easy to 
forget that our church family needs not just your time and talent but your treasure, 
too! 
 
Thanks to all the members of our family for all you do! 

 

 

 

 



PRAYER LIST 

 

ILLNESS, SURGERY, RECOVERY, SHUT-INS — Nursing Homes/Assisted Living: Millie 

Christensen, Barbara Olson; At Home: Shirley Anderson; Jerry Cobb Sentara Hospital: 

Warwick Forest: Bonnie Carlson. Virginia Hamby Harmony on Peninsula, Room 5. 
  

PRAYER REQUESTS—The family and friends of Phyllis Harrison Philpot, requested by Bill 

Solomon; Warren, Maddie Walker’s family; requested by Nancy Lindfors; Lilly Petty, 

requested by Carol Bessom; Eddie Bateman & Karen Vodenichar, requested by the Sniady 

Family; Bonnie Carlson, requested by Pastor Tina; Blaine Pearsall, requested by Lina 

Valdez; Family and friends of Scott Campbell, requested by Todd Recupero; Don Harvey, 

Anne Obara’s Dad, requested by Anne Obara; Stephanie Beauvais, requested by Jarvis 

Edwards;  Larry and Linda Jones, requested by Judy Hunt; Sarah Miller, requested by John 

and Sandy Lunsford; Wayne Skinner and Pam Carmean, Carroll Emerson, and Judy 

Wagner St. Pierre, requested by the Dail family; The family of Carole Knopp, request ed by 

Wendy Mynoymany; Scully, Pastor Tina’s dog, requested by Tricia Wessler; Ahlen family, 

requested by Kathy Stevens. 
  

THOSE WHO SERVE, MILITARY AND CIVILIAN DUTY—James Fielding, Tokyo, Japan; Bryan 

Hunt, State Dept., Sierra Leone; Tyler Obara, Virginia Air National Guard, LAFB.  

  

 
  

 



 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

GATHERING HYMN                         Let the Whole Creation Cry                                    ELW 876              



 

                     

 HYMN OF THE DAY              When Pain of the World Surrounds Us                            ELW 704 

     
  
 

 



MUSIC DURING DISTRIBUTION    How Clear Is Our Vocation, Lord                              ELW 580  

 

 

 

 

 

 



   SENDING HYMN                                     How Firm a Foundation                                        ELW 796 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                                          


