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Pray always. Do not lose heart. This is Christ’s encouragement in the gospel today. Wrestle 

with the word. Remember your baptism again and again. Come regularly to Christ’s table. 

Persistence in our every encounter with the divine will be blessed. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Welcome members and guests to our worship service today. If you are visiting, we 

encourage you to sign the guest register located in the narthex. Please include your home 

address, email address and phone number.  In each pew, there is a card that you can fill 

out if you wish to have a consult with the pastor and/or leave us more information.   

The nursery is available, however since there are no attendants at this time, feel free to 
use it as needed.   
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We are a Reconciling in Christ community. 
          

 

 

 



CARILLON CALL TO WORSHIP 
  

  

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
  

  

PRELUDE                                                      Wer Nur Den Lieben Gott                         Helmut Walcha                                                                                                                                                                     

      GATHERING 

     The assembly stands. All may make the sign of the cross,  

    the sign marked at baptism, as the presiding minister begins.  

  

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS   
  

  

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God,   
our maker, our helper, and our keeper. 
Amen. 
Trusting in God’s mercy, let us confess our sin 
in the presence of God and of one another. 
 

Silence is kept for reflection. 

Merciful and loving God, 
we are your stiff-necked people. 
We trample on the needy. 
We grumble about your grace to others. 
We turn away from the poor. 
Have mercy on us and forgive our sins. 
Rejoice over us as ones who were lost 
and have been found. 
Amen. 
Even when we are faithless, God remains faithful. 
Jesus Christ came into the world to save sinners. 
You who were lost have been found. 

In the name of ☩ Jesus, your sins are forgiven! 
Amen.  

 

GATHERING HYMN                                If You But Trust in God to Guide You                  ELW 769 
 WER NUR DEN LIEBEN GOTT 

          
 GREETING                                
  

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the  Holy 

Spirit be with you all.  And also with you.  

 

 

 



CANTICLE OF PRAISE 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 
  

                                                            The assembly is seated 
 

FIRST READING: Genesis 32:22-31 

Returning to the home he had fled many years before after stealing his brother’s birthright 

and his father’s blessing, Jacob wrestles all night long with a divine adversary who ultimately 

blesses him and changes his name to “Israel,” a name that means “he wrestles with God.” 

 The same night [Jacob] got up and took his two wives, his two maids, and his eleven 

children and crossed the ford of the Jabbok.  He took them and sent them across the 

stream, and likewise everything that he had.  Jacob was left alone, and a stranger 

wrestled with him until daybreak.  When the stranger could not prevail against 

Jacob, a blow on Jacob’s hip socket put the hip out of joint as they wrestled.  Then 

the stranger said, “Let me go, for the day is breaking.” But Jacob said, “I will not let 

you go, unless you bless me.”  So the stranger said to him, “What is your name?” 

And he said, “Jacob.”  Then the stranger said, “You shall no longer be called Jacob, 

but Israel, for you have striven with God and with humans and have 

prevailed.”  Then Jacob asked the stranger, “Please tell me your name.” But the 

stranger said, “Why is it that you ask my name?” And there Jacob received the 

blessing.  So Jacob called the place Peniel, saying, “For I have seen God face to face, 

yet my life is preserved.”  The sun rose upon him as he passed Penuel, limping 

because of his hip. 

Word of God, Word of Life.  Thanks be to God. 

 



PSALM  121 (spoken responsively)  
 

 

 
 
 
 

      I lift up my eyes to the hills; 

  from where is my help to come? 

  My help comes from the Lord, 

 the maker of heaven and earth. 

  The Lord will not let your foot be moved 

  nor will the one who watches over you fall asleep. 

  Behold, the keeper of Israel 

  will neither slumber nor sleep;   R 

  the Lord watches over you; 

  the Lord is your shade at your right hand; 

  the sun will not strike you by day, 

  nor the moon by night. 

  The Lord will preserve you from all evil 

  and will keep your life. 

  The Lord will watch over your going out and your coming in, 

  from this time forth forevermore.   R 

SECOND READING: 2 Timothy 3:14 - 4:5 

The writer of this letter continues his instruction of Timothy, his younger colleague in 

ministry, by emphasizing the importance of faithful teaching despite opposition. 

 But as for you, continue in what you have learned and firmly believed, knowing 

from whom you learned it and how from childhood you have known sacred 

writings that are able to instruct you for salvation through faith in Christ Jesus.  All 

scripture is inspired by God and is useful for teaching, for reproof, for correction, 

and for training in righteousness,  so that the person of God may be proficient, 

equipped for every good work. 

   In the presence of God and of Christ Jesus, who is to judge the living and the 

dead, and in view of his appearing and his kingdom, I solemnly urge you:  proclaim 

the message; be persistent whether the time is favorable or unfavorable; convince, 

rebuke, and encourage with the utmost patience in teaching.  For the time is coming 



when people will not put up with sound teaching, but, having their ears tickled, 

they will accumulate for themselves teachers to suit their own desires and will turn 

away from listening to the truth and wander away to myths.  As for you, be sober in 

everything, endure suffering, do the work of an evangelist, carry out your ministry 

fully. 

    Word of God, Word of Life.  Thanks be to God. 

 

  The assembly stands 
  

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

The word of God is liv- | ing and active, 
able to judge the thoughts and intentions | of the heart. 

 

GOSPEL: Luke 18:1-8 

Jesus tells a parable of an unjust judge who is worn down by a widow’s pleas. Jesus is calling 
God’s people to cry out for justice and deliverance. For if an unethical judge will ultimately 
grant the plea of a persistent widow, how much more will God respond to those who call. 

The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the eighteenth chapter.  Glory to you, O 

Lord. 

 Then Jesus told them a parable about their need to pray always and not to lose 
heart.  He said, “In a certain city there was a judge who neither feared God nor had 
respect for people.  In that city there was a widow who kept coming to him and 
saying, ‘Grant me justice against my accuser.’  For a while he refused, but later he 
said to himself, ‘Though I have no fear of God and no respect for anyone, yet 
because this widow keeps bothering me, I will grant her justice, so that she may not 
wear me out by continually coming.’ ”  And the Lord said, “Listen to what the unjust 
judge says.  And will not God grant justice to God’s chosen ones who cry out day 
and night? Will God delay long in helping them?  I tell you, God will quickly grant 
justice to them. And yet, when the Son of Man comes, will he find faith on earth?” 

The Gospel of the Lord.  Praise to you, O Christ. 



CHILDREN’S CHAT                                                                             Pastor Tina Melusky                                            

SERMON                   Pastor Tina Melusky                                                                                  
                                                            

                                                      The assembly stands 

 

HYMN OF THE DAY                        Ask the Complicated Questions                                   ACS 1005 
                                                               RESTORATION                                                                                                   
 

APOSTLE’S CREED 
  

    I believe in God, the Father almighty,  

 creator of heaven and earth.  

 I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,  

 who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,  

 born of the virgin Mary,  

 suffered under Pontius Pilate,  

 was crucified, died, and was buried;  

 he descended to the dead.  

 On the third day he rose again;  

 he ascended into heaven,  

 he is seated at the right hand of the Father,  

 and he will come to judge the living and the dead.  

 I believe in the Holy Spirit,  

 the holy catholic church,  

 the communion of saints,  

 the forgiveness of sins,  

 the resurrection of the body,  

 and the life everlasting.  Amen. 

 PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

God of grace, receive our prayer. 

SHARING OF THE PEACE  

 The peace of the Lord be with you always.  And also with you.  

                                             

                                                                        The assembly is seated. 

RECEIVING OF TITHES AND OFFERINGS   

 

 



 

OFFERTORY ANTHEM                            Order My Steps                        Burleigh; arr. Schrader            
 

Order my steps in your Word, dear Lord, 

lead me, guide me, every day. 

Send your anointing, Father, I pray. 

Order my steps in your Word, please, order my steps in your Word. 

Humbly I ask Thee, teach me your will, 

while you are working, help me be still. 

Though Satan is busy, God is real! 

Order my steps in your Word, please, order my steps in your Word! 

I want to walk worthy, Lord, my calling to fulfill. 

Please order my steps, Lord, and I’ll do your blessed will. 

The world is ever changing, yes, changing, Lord, but you are still the same. 

If you order my steps, I’ll praise your name. 

Order my steps in your Word; order my tongue in your Word; 

guide my feet in your Word; wash my heart, O Lord, in your Word. 

Show me how to walk in your Word; show me how to talk in your Word. 

When I need a brand new song to sing, 

show me how to let your praises ring in your Word! 

Please order my steps in your Word. 
 

OFFERTORY HYMN                       Let the Vineyards Be Fruitful                                      ELW 181 

OFFERTORY PRAYER 

Lord of the harvest,  

we return to you a portion of what you have given to us. 

Turn us to set our hope not on the uncertainty of riches, 

but on you, who richly provides for us. 

Multiply what we have gathered 

to bless all who are suffering and in need, 

through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen.              
          

 

 



 

    MEAL 

GREAT THANKSGIVING  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

PROPER PREFACE 

  It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all 
places give thanks and praise…  

 ...we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

 SANCTUS  

 

 THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 



 LORD’S PRAYER 

    Our Father, who art in heaven,  

   hallowed be thy name,  

   thy kingdom come,  

    thy will be done,   

       on earth as it is in heaven.  

   Give us this day our daily bread;  

   and forgive us our trespasses,  

      as we forgive those  

         who trespass against us;  

   and lead us not into temptation,  

      but deliver us from evil.  

       For thine is the kingdom,  

          and the power, and the glory,  

        forever and ever.   Amen. 
 

     The assembly is seated. 

AGNUS DEI 

 

 
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

COMMUNION  

Communion is held around the table. The bread will be handed to you by the pastor. Please 

take a clear cup with wine or a purple cup with grape juice from the tray. Recycling baskets 

for your plastic cups are located outside the doors of the sanctuary. Trinity has an open 

table—all are welcome to come to the feast. 



MUSIC DURING DISTRIBUTION                         Day by Day                                                 ELW 790 
      BLOTT EN DAG 

 
 

 

                   The assembly stands.  
 

    SENDING 
  

TABLE BLESSING  
  

  

  

POST-COMMUNION PRAYER  
  
BLESSING 
 

The God of righteousness, 
who gives justice to the oppressed, 
who gives food to the hungry, 
who sets the prisoners free, 

☩ bless you now and forever. Amen. 
                            

SENDING HYMN                             Rise Up, O Saints of God!                                       ELW 669 
                                                                          FESTAL SONG 

                     
DISMISSAL  

 Go in peace. Do not lose heart. Thanks be to God.  
 

 POSTLUDE                                    Wer Nur Den Lieben Gott, BWV 642                 J. S. Bach                       
                                             

                    SERVING THE ASSEMBLY 

                                                                        CRUCIFER—Mark Madler   
                                   ACOLYTES—Samantha & Luke Harry   

                                                  LECTOR— Mark Madler                                      
                                   USHERS/GREETERS—Kathleen Pietrasanta & John Lunsford                  

                                                   CAMERA/LIVESTREAM—Garrett Mynoymany  
 

 

      ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

CAN YOU HELP? 

We are looking for a couple of volunteers who would be willing to serve in our 
nursery, providing care for our tiniest members during the service. Youth are 
welcome, but if you are under 16 you will need an adult present with you as well. If 
you are interested, please contact Pastor Tina or a member of the Worship and Music 
committee. 

 



RED FOOD BOX 

Thank you so much to all who are so faithfully donating items for the Red Food Box!   
 

NEW DIRECTORY! 

Directory dates will be rescheduled.  Stay tuned! 

 

2025-2026 MMCS (Reformation Lutheran Church 13100 Warwick Blvd. 

Newport News, VA) 

https://mmcsonline.org/2025-2026-mmcs/ 

The Joshua Espinoza Jazz Trio Sunday, October 19, 2025 4pm 
Ching-Yi Lin, pianist Sunday, November 19, 2025 4pm 
Virginia Handbell Consort, Sunday, December 14, 2025 at 4 p.m 
Norfolk State University Choir, January 25, 2026 4pm 
Trio Niche Sunday, February 15, 2026 4pm 
I. Sherman Greene Chorale Sunday, March 15, 2026 4pm 
Jae Sinnett Trio – Sunday, April 26, 2026 at 4 p.m. 
Peninsula Concert Band with Ice Cream Social – Saturday, May 16, 2026 at 4 p.m. 

      
 

                                       PRAYER LIST 
 

ILLNESS, SURGERY, RECOVERY, SHUT-INS—Nursing Homes/Assisted Living: Millie 
Christensen, Barbara Olson; At Home: Tony Flores, Shirley Anderson, and Bonnie 
Carlson; Jerry Cobb, Williams Landing; Virginia Hamby, Harmony on Peninsula, 
Room 121. Bob Sumpter, Tricia Wessler’s Stepfather, requested by Tricia Wessler.  David 
Hunt; home recovering, requested by Pastor Tina. 
 

PRAYER REQUESTS—Butch Klapperich requested by Dee Klapperich; David Hunt, requested 
by Judy Hunt; Michele and Tom Leonard, requested by Dottie Self; The family and 
friends of Phyllis Harrison Philpot, requested by Bill Solomon; Warren, Maddie Walker’s 
family; requested by Nancy Lindfors; Lilly Petty, requested by Carol Bessom; Eddie Bateman 
& Karen Vodenichar, requested by the Sniady Family; Bonnie Carlson, requested by 
Pastor Tina; Blaine Pearsall, requested by Lina Valdez; Family and friends of Scott 
Campbell, requested by Todd Recupero; Stephanie Beauvais, requested by Jarvis Edwards;  
Larry and Linda Jones, requested by Judy Hunt; Sarah Miller, requested by John and Sandy 
Lunsford; Wayne Skinner, Carroll Emerson, and Judy Wagner St. Pierre, requested by the 
Dail family; The family of Carole Knopp, requested by Wendy Mynoymany; Scully, Pastor 
Tina’s dog, requested by Tricia Wessler; Ahlen family, requested by Kathy Stevens. Izzy 
Perez, requested by Pastor Tina. 
 

THOSE WHO SERVE, MILITARY AND CIVILIAN DUTY—James Fielding, Tokyo, Japan; Tyler 
Obara, Virginia Air National Guard, LAFB. 

https://mmcsonline.org/the-joshua-espinoza-jazz-trio-sunday-september-21-2025-4pm/
https://mmcsonline.org/ching-yi-lin-pianist-sunday-november-19-2025-4pm/
https://mmcsonline.org/virginia-handbell-consort-at-7-p-m/
https://mmcsonline.org/norfolk-state-university-choir-january-25-2026-4pm/
https://mmcsonline.org/trio-niche-sunday-february-15-2026-4pm/
https://mmcsonline.org/i-sherman-greene-chorale-sunday-march-15-2026-4pm/
https://mmcsonline.org/jae-sinnett-trio-sunday-april-27-2025-at-4-p-m/
https://mmcsonline.org/armed-forces-day-band-with-ice-cream-social-saturday-may-17-2025-at-4-p-m/
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SENDING HYMN                              Rise Up, O Saints of God!                                       ELW 669 

           

 

 

 

 

 


