Trinity Evangelical Lutheran Church

Nativity of Our Lord I: Christmas Eve

4:30 PM Worship Service ®* December 24, 2025
ELW Setting 3

In winter’s deepest night, we welcome the light of the Christ child. Isaiah declares that the light
of the long-promised king will illumine the world and bring endless peace and justice. Paul
reminds us that the grace of God through Jesus Christ brings salvation to all people. The angels
declare that Jesus’ birth is good and joyful news for everyone, including lowly shepherds. Filled
with the light that shines in our lives, we go forth to share the light of Christ with the whole
world.



Welcome members and guests to our worship service today. If you are visiting, we
encourage you to sign the guest register located in the narthex. Please include your home
address, email address and phone number. In each pew, there is a card that you can fill
out if you wish to have a consult with the pastor and/or leave us more information.

The nursery is available, however since there are no attendants at this time, feel free to
use it as needed.
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CARILLON CALL TO WORSHIP

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

PRELUDE Away in a Manger arr. Lloyd Larson
GATHERING
The assembly stands.
GATHERING HYMN Once in Royal David’s City ELW 269
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1 Oncein roy-al Da - vid’s cit-y stood a low-ly cat - tle  shed,
2 He came down to earth from heav-en who is Godand Lord of all,
3 And our eyes at last shall see him,through his own re-deem-ing love;
4 Not in that poor low - ly sta-ble, with the ox - en stand-ing by,
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where a  moth-er laid her ba - by in a man-ger for his  bed:
and his shel-ter was a sta - ble,and his cra - dle was a stall;
for that child so dear and gen - tle is our Lord in heav’'n a - bove;
we shall see him; but in heav - en, set at God’sright hand on high;
n il 1 L -
s —— ' e e ek i e
'\:)my { i ! — = i m— ] b—‘—ﬁtﬁ
Mar-y was that moth-er mild, Je - sus Christ, her lit - tle child.
with the poor and meek and low-ly, lived on earth our Sav-ior ho-ly.
and he leads his chil - dren on to the place wherehe is  gone.
there his chil - dren gath - er round, bright like stars, with glo-ry crowned.

The assembly is seated.

THE CHRISTMAS STORY: A TABLEAU

BLESSING OF THE NATIVITY SCENE

O Lord our God, with Mary and Joseph, the angels and shepherds, and the animals
in the stable, we gather around your son, born for us. Bless us with your holy
presence and inspire us to help those who have no place to dwell. Be with us that
we might share Christ’s love with all the world, for he is our light and salvation.

Glory in heaven and peace on earth, now and forever. Amen.



Away in a Manger ELW 277
AWAY IN A MANGER
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1 A - way in a man-ger, no crib for his bed, the lit - tle Lord
2 The cat - tle are low-ing;the ba-by a - wakes, but lit - tle Lord
3 Be near me,Lord Je -sus; I ask you to stay close by me for-
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Je -sus laid down his sweet head; the stars in the bright sky looked
Je - sus, no cry -ing he makes. 1 love you, Lord Je - sus; look
ev-er and love me, pray. Bless all the dear chil - dren in
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down where he lay, the lit - tle Lord Je - sus a - sleep on the hay.
down from the sky and stay by my cra-dle till morn-ing is nigh.
your ten - der «care and fit us for heav-en, to live with you there.

The assembly is seated.

RECEIVING OF TITHES AND OFFERINGS

OFFERTORY Meditation on “The First Noel”

OFFERTORY HYMN Angels We Have Heard on High

GLORIA

N I

Paul Fey

ELW 289
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I An - gels we have heard on high, sweet - ly

2 Shep-herds, why this
3 Come to

sing - ing  o’er

the plains,
Ju - bi-lee? Why your joy -ous strains pro-long?

Beth-le - hem and see  him whose birth the an - gels sing;
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Continued on next page
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What the glad-some tid - ings be

which in - spire your heav'n - ly

0 . . | . . | .
)" A— | — - 0 | I (— | .
33 ' . 5 —< 5+ 3+
3 — —t s —~F
and the moun-tains in re-ply, ech - o -ing their joy - ous strains.

song?

come, a-dore on bend -ed knee Christ the Lord, the new - born king.
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OFFERTORY PRAYER
God of glory,
great are your wonders among us
and many are the blessings you bestow.
Use us and these your gifts for the needs of the world,
that all the ends of the earth may rejoice in your saving grace,
through Christ our Savior.

Amen.

MEAL
THE GREAT THANKSGIVING

:(&ﬂ —— —— 5
o e ® ® o i— o * F —

_— - e —" S —

The Lord be with  you. And al - so with you.
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Lift up your hearts.  We lift them to  the Lord.
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Let us gi\-? thanks tn‘_-- the Lord our God.
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It is right to give our thanks and praise.
PROPER PREFACE

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places
give thanks and praise...

...we praise your name and join their unending hymn:



SANCTUS
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Ho-ly, ho - ly, ho - ly Lord, God of pow’r and might,
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heav-en and earth are full of your glo - ry. Ho - san - na. Ho -
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san-na. Ho - san - mna in the high - est. Bless-ed is he who
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comes in  the name of the Lord. Ho-san - na in the high - est.

THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE

Holy One, the beginning and the end, the giver of life: Blessed are you for the birth
of creation. Blessed are you in the darkness and in the light. Blessed are you for your
promise to your people. Blessed are you in the prophets” hopes and dreams. Blessed

are you for Mary’s openness to your will. Blessed are you for your Son Jesus, the
Word made flesh.

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for
you. Do this for the remembrance of me. Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave
thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my
blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the
remembrance of me.

Let us proclaim the mystery of faith:
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Christ has died. Christ is ris - en. Christ will come a - gain.

With this bread and cup we remember your Word dwelling among us, full of grace
and truth. We remember our new birth in his death and resurrection. We look with
hope for his coming.



Come, Lord Jesus.

Holy God, we long for your Spirit. Come among us. Bless this meal. May your Word
take flesh in us. Awaken your people. Fill us with your light. Bring the gift of peace
on earth.

Come, Holy Spirit.

All praise and glory are yours, Holy One of Israel, Word of God incarnate, Power of
the Most High, one God, now and forever.
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A - men, a - men, a - men.
LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.
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Lamb of God, you take a - way the sin of the world; have

)]

|
b
14

I 1 | - }
] I ] | A n
| 1 Il [ ——

.;'\r —ﬁr.i:

mer-cy  on us. Lamb of God, you take a-way the sin  of the
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Continued on next page
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world; have mer-cy on us. Lamb of God, you take a - way the
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sin  of the world; grant us peace.
COMMUNION

Communion is held around the table. The bread will be handed to you by the pastor. Please
take a clear cup with wine or a purple cup with grape juice from the tray. Recycling baskets
for your plastic cups are located outside the doors of the sanctuary. Trinity has an open

table — all are welcome to come to the feast.

MusiC DURING THE DISTRIBUTION

A - bove thy deep and dream-less sleep the

while mor -tals sleep, the

si - lent stars go
an - gels keep their watch of

O Little Town of Bethlehem ELW 279
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1 O lit - tle town of Beth-le - hem, how still we  see thee lie!

2 For Christ is born of Mar - vy, and, gath-ered all a - bove

3 How si - lent-1ly, how si-lent-ly the won -drous gift is giv'n!

4 O ho - ly child of Beth-le - hem, de - scend to us, we pray;
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by;

won-d’ring love.

So God im-parts to  hu - man hearts the bless-ings of his heav’'n.
cast out our sin, and en - ter in, be born in us to - day.
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yet in thy dark streets shin - eth the ev - er - last - ing light.
0] morn-ing stars, to - geth - er pro - claim the ho - ly birth,
No ear may hear his com - ing; but, in this world of sin,
We  hear the Christ-mas  an - gels the great glad tid - ings  tell;
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Continued on next page
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The hopes and fears of all the years are met in thee to - night

and prais-es sing to God the king, and peace to  all the carth!
where meek souls will re - ceive him, still the dear Christ en - ters in.

oh, come o us, a - bide with us, our Lord Im - man - u - el
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Text: Phillips Brooks, 1835-1893
Music: ST. LOUIS, Lewis H. Redner, 1831-1908

SENDING
The assembly stands.

TABLE BLESSING

PosT COMMUNION PRAYER

CANDLELIGHT SERVICE

Ushers will come to light the candle of the person on the end of each aisle.

Please carefully dip the unlit candle into the lit candle flame. Do not dip the lit candle.
Lighted candles should be held in an upright position so that hot wax will not drip.
When extinguished, please continue to hold your candle upright until it cools.
Following the service, please return your candle to a designated box or to an usher.

ORGAN MEDITATION Berceuse on Silent Night Charles Callahan



The triune God, glorious Mystery,

holy Incarnate One, abiding Comforter,

+ bless you with endless grace, peace, and joy.

Amen.

CANDLELIGHT HYMN Silent Night, Holy Night ELW 281
STILLE NACHT
After singing the third verse, please hum an additional verse.
Choose a chime at which you will extinguish your candle.
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Sl - e Nacht, hei - li-ge Nacht! Al - les  schlift,
1 St - lent mnight, ho - ly  night! All is calm,
2 St - lent night, ho - 1ly  night! Shep - herds quake
3 Si - lent night, ho - 1ly  night! Son of  God,
0 | \
Yy D N 1 N 1
'Ir_\_“b o i d| )] ]
\jv -
ein - sam wacht nur das trau - te, hoch - hei - li - ge Paar.
all is  bright round yon vit - gin moth - er and child.
at the sight; glo - ries stream from heav -en a - far,
love’s pure light ra - diant beams from your ho-ly face,
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Hold - er Kna - be im lok - ki-gen Haar, schlaf in  himm - li - scher
Ho - ly In - fant, so ten - der and mild, sleep in heav - en-ly
heav’n-ly hosts. . .sing, al - le - lu - 1ia! Christ, the Sav - 1or, i1s
with the dawn of re-deem - ing grace, Je - sus, Lord, at your
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Ruh, schlaf in himm - li - scher Ruh.
peace, sleep in heav - en-ly peace.
born! Christ, the Sav - ior, 1is born!
birth, Je - sus, Lord, at your birth.
BLESSING




SENDING HYMN Joy to the World ELW 267
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1 Joy to the world, the Lord 1s come! Let earth re -
2 Joy to the earth, the Sav - ior reigns!  Let all their
3 No more let sin and sor - row grow nor thorns in -
4 He rules the world with truth and grace and makes the
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ceive her king; let ev - ry heart pre - pare  him
songs em - ploy, while fields and floods, rocks, hills, and
fest the ground; he comes to make his  bless - ings
na - tions prove the glo - ries of his  righ - teous -
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room and heav’'nand na - ture sing, and heav’'nand na - ture
plains re - peat the sound-ing joy, re - peat the sound-ing
flow far as the curse is found, far as the curse is
ness and won-ders of his love, and won-ders of his
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and heav’'n and na - ture sing, and
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sing, and heav’n, and heav’'n and na - ture sing.
joy, re - peat, re - peat the sound - ing joy.
found, far as, far as the curse s found.
love, and won - ders, won - ders of his love.
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heav’'n and na - ture sing,

Text: Isaac Watts, 1674—1748
Music: ANTIOCH, English melody, 18th cent.; arr. Lowell Mason, 17921872



DISMISSAL
Glory to God in the highest!

And peace to God’s people on earth!
Go in joy. Embody God’s redeeming grace.
Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE Festival Flourish on “Joy to the World” Jacob B. Weber

SERVING THE ASSEMBLY
CRUCIFER — Carl Carpenter
ACOLYTES — Elena and Karina Stevens
USHERS/GREETERS — Karoline Ardis, Steve Quist, and Don Sniady
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