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As we celebrate the Twelve Days of Christmas, our gospel today confronts us with the death of 
innocent children at the hands of Herod. The birth of Christ does not remove the power of evil 
from our world, but its light gives us hope as we walk with all the “holy innocents” of past 
generations and today who have suffered unjustly. In our gathering around word and meal, 
God continues to redeem us, lift us up, and carry us as in days of old. 

 
 



Welcome members and guests to our worship service today. If you are visiting, we 

encourage you to sign the guest register located in the narthex. Please include your 

home address, email address and phone number. In each pew, there is a card that you 

can fill out if you wish to have a consult with the pastor and/or leave us more 

information. 

The nursery is available, however since there are no attendants at this time, feel free to 
use it as needed.   
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CARILLON CAL TO WORSHIP  

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS                Kelly Rummel 
 
PRELUDE                                                           In dulci jubilo, BWV 729                                   J. S. Bach  
 
CALL TO WORSHIP                            Kelly Rummel  
 

Jesus, the bright Morning Star, shines light in the world.  
By day and night he shines for all to see.  
Jesus was born in the midst of injustice and poverty  
that the world may see the justice and richness of God.  
God so loved the world that God sent Jesus,  
so that all who believe in him may not perish but have eternal life.  
Jesus is the light of the world.  
Jesus is the light of our lives.  
Sing to God a new song!  
A song of hope, joy, and peace around the world. 
  

GATHERING HYMN                                Good Christian,Friends. Rejoice                            ELW 288  
                                                                    IN DULCI JUBILO  

OPENING PRAYER                                                                                                                           Kelly Rummel  
 

    The Lord be with you. And also with you.  
 

Let us pray.  
Gracious God of heaven and earth,  
you have thrown a lifeline to us in our darkness—  
a beam of light that shines through Jesus.  
Though born in a manger, he is the firstborn of all creation.  
Though crucified on a cross, he is the Lord of life.  
Fill us with the wonder and joy of his presence in the world  
and in our hearts .  

    Amen. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



FIRST LESSON: Genesis 1:1-5, 14-18                                                                  Kathy Stevens  
 

In the beginning when God created the heavens and the earth, the earth was a 
formless void and darkness covered the face of the deep, while a wind from God 
swept over the face of the waters. Then God said, "Let there be light"; and there was 
light. And God saw that the light was good; and God separated the light from the 
darkness. God called the light Day, and the darkness God called Night. And there 
was evening and there was morning, the first day. And God said, "Let there be lights 
in the dome of the sky to separate the day from the night; and let them be for signs 
and for seasons and for days and years, and let them be lights in the dome of the sky 
to give light upon the earth." And it was so. God made the two great lights — the 
greater light to rule the day and the lesser light to rule the night — and the stars. 
God set them in the dome of the sky to give light upon the earth, to rule over the day 
and over the night, and to separate the light from the darkness. And God saw that it 
was good.  
 

Word of God, Word of Life. Thanks be to God.  
 
CAROL                                      ‘Twas in the Moon of Wintertime                                ELW 284      
                                                            UNE JEUNE PUCELLE  
 

SECOND LESSON: Micah 5:2-5a                                                                          Karina Stevens  
 

But you, O Bethlehem of Ephrathah, 
who are one of the little clans of Judah, 
from you shall come forth for me  
one who is to rule in Israel,  
whose origin is from of old, 
from ancient days.  
Therefore he shall give them up until the time 
when she who is in labor has brought forth;  
then the rest of his kindred shall return 
to the people of Israel. 
And he shall stand and feed his flock in the strength of the LORD, 
in the majesty of the name of the LORD his God. 
And they shall live secure, for now he shall be great 
to the ends of the earth; and he shall be the one of peace.  
 

Word of God, Word of Life. Thanks be to God. 
 

CAROL                                                    O little Town of Bethlehem                                         ELW 279 
                                      ST. LOUIS   

 
 



THIRD LESSON: Luke 1:26-35, 38                                                                        Patrick Spisak  
 

In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent by God to a town in Galilee called 
Nazareth, to a virgin engaged to a man whose name was Joseph, of the house of 
David. The virgin's name was Mary. And he came to her and said, "Greetings, 
favored one! The Lord is with you." But she was much perplexed by his words and 
pondered what sort of greeting this might be. The angel said to her, "Do not be 
afraid, Mary, for you have found favor with God. And now, you will conceive in 
your womb and bear a son, and you will name him Jesus. He will be great, and will 
be called the Son of the Most High, and the Lord God will give to him the throne of 
his ancestor David. He will reign over the house of Jacob forever, and of his 
kingdom there will be no end." Mary said to the angel, "How can this be, since I am a 
virgin?" The angel said to her, "The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power 
of the Most High will overshadow you; therefore the child to be born will be holy; he 
will be called Son of God. Then Mary said, ‘Here am I, the servant of the Lord; let it 
be with me according to your word.’ Then the angel departed from her.  
 

Word of God, Word of Life. Thanks be to God.  
 
 

 CAROL                                                  Angels We Have Heard on High                                 ELW 265  
GLORIA  

 

FOURTH LESSON: Matthew 1:18-25                                                                    Kathy Stevens 
 

Now the birth of Jesus the Messiah took place in this way. When his mother Mary 
had been engaged to Joseph, but before they lived together, she was found to be 
with child from the Holy Spirit. Her husband Joseph, being a righteous man and 
unwilling to expose her to public disgrace, planned to dismiss her quietly. But just 
when he had resolved to do this, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream 
and said, "Joseph, son of David, do not be afraid to take Mary as your wife, for the 
child conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit. She will bear a son, and you are to 
name him Jesus, for he will save his people from their sins." All this took place to 
fulfill what had been spoken by the Lord through the prophet: "Look, the virgin 
shall conceive and bear a son, and they shall name him Emmanuel," which means, 
"God is with us." When Joseph awoke from sleep, he did as the angel of the Lord 
commanded him; he took her as his wife, but had no marital relations with her until 
she had borne a son; and he named him Jesus.  

 

Word of God, Word of Life. Thanks be to God. 
 

 

CAROL                                                                  Away in a Manger                                           ELW 277  
                                                                      AWAY IN A MANGER  

 
 



FIFTH LESSON: Luke 2:8-20                                                                                Karina Stevens  
 

In that region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping watch over their 
flock by night. Then an angel of the Lord stood before them, and the glory of the 
Lord shone around them, and they were terrified. But the angel said to them, "Do 
not be afraid; for see — I am bringing you good news of great joy for all the people: 
to you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is the Messiah, the Lord. 
This will be a sign for you: you will find a child wrapped in bands of cloth and lying 
in a manger." And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly 
host, praising God and saying, "Glory to God in the highest heaven, and on earth 
peace among those whom God favors!" When the angels had left them and gone into 
heaven, the shepherds said to one another, "Let us go now to Bethlehem and see this 
thing that has taken place, which the Lord has made known to us." So they went 
with haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the child lying in the manger. When 
they saw this, they made known what had been told them about this child; and all 
who heard it were amazed at what the shepherds told them. But Mary treasured all 
these words and pondered them in her heart. The shepherds returned, glorifying 
and praising God for all they had heard and seen, as it had been told them.  
 

Word of God, Word of Life. Thanks be to God. 
 

CAROL                                            Angels, from the Realms of Glory                           ELW 275 
                                                                   REGENT SQUARE 
  

SIXTH LESSON: Luke 2:21-38                                                                               Patrick Spisak 

 

After eight days had passed, it was time to circumcise the child; and he was called 
Jesus, the name given by the angel before he was conceived in the womb. When the 
time came for their purification according to the law of Moses, they brought him up 
to Jerusalem to present him to the Lord (as it is written in the law of the Lord, "Every 
firstborn male shall be designated as holy to the Lord"), and they offered a sacrifice 
according to what is stated in the law of the Lord, "a pair of turtledoves or two 
young pigeons."  
Now there was a man in Jerusalem whose name was Simeon; this man was 

 

righteous and devout, looking forward to the consolation of Israel, and the Holy 
Spirit rested on him. It had been revealed to him by the Holy Spirit that he would 
not see death before he had seen the Lord's Messiah. Guided by the Spirit, Simeon 
came into the temple; and when the parents brought in the child Jesus, to do for him 
what was customary under the law, Simeon took him in his arms and praised God, 
saying, "Master, now you are dismissing your servant in peace, according to your 
word; for my eyes have seen your salvation, which you have prepared in the 
presence of all peoples, a light for revelation to the Gentiles and for glory to your 



people Israel." And the child's father and mother were amazed at what was being 
said about him. Then Simeon blessed them and said to his mother Mary, "This child 
is destined for the falling and the rising of many in Israel, and to be a sign that will 
be opposed so that the inner thoughts of many will be revealed — and a sword will 
pierce your own soul too." There was also a prophet, Anna the daughter of Phanuel, 
of the tribe of Asher. She was of a great age, having lived with her husband seven 
years after her marriage, then as a widow to the age of eighty- four. She never left 
the temple but worshiped there with fasting and prayer night and day. At that 
moment she came, and began to praise God and to speak about the child to all who 
were looking for the redemption of Jerusalem. 
  

Word of God, Word of Life. Thanks be to God.  
 

CAROL                                                  Peace Came to Earth                                          ELW 285 
                                                                               SCHNEIDER 
                               

SEVENTH LESSON: Matthew 2:1-11                                                                    Kathy Stevens 
 

In the time of King Herod, after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea, wise men 
from the East came to Jerusalem, asking, "Where is the child who has been born king 
of the Jews? For we observed his star at its rising, and have come to pay him 
homage." When King Herod heard this, he was frightened, and all Jerusalem with 
him; and calling together all the chief priests and scribes of the people, he inquired 
of them where the Messiah was to be born. They told him, "In Bethlehem of Judea; 
for so it has been written by the prophet:  

'And you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah,  
are by no means least among the rulers of Judah; 
for from you shall come a ruler 
who is to shepherd my people Israel.'"  

Then Herod secretly called for the wise men and learned from them the exact time 
when the star had appeared. Then he sent them to Bethlehem, saying, "Go and 
search diligently for the child; and when you have found him, bring me word so that 
I may also go and pay him homage." When they had heard the king, they set out; 
and there, ahead of them, went the star that they had seen at its rising, until it 
stopped over the place where the child was. When they saw that the star had 
stopped, they were overwhelmed with joy. On entering the house, they saw the 
child with Mary his mother; and they knelt down and paid him homage. Then, 
opening their treasure chests, they offered him gifts of gold, frankincense, and 
myrrh.  
 

Word of God, Word of Life. Thanks be to God. 
 

CAROL                                                                     The First Noel                                                ELW 300  
THE FIRST NOWELL  



EIGHTH LESSON: Matthew 2:13-18                                                                    Karina Stevens 
 

Now after they had left, an angel of the Lord appeared to Joseph in a dream and 
said, "Get up, take the child and his mother, and flee to Egypt, and remain there 
until I tell you; for Herod is about to search for the child, to destroy him." Then 
Joseph got up, took the child and his mother by night, and went to Egypt, and 
remained there until the death of Herod. This was to fulfill what had been spoken by 
the Lord through the prophet, "Out of Egypt I have called my son." When Herod 
saw that he had been tricked by the wise men, he was infuriated, and he sent and 
killed all the children in and around Bethlehem who were two years old or under, 
according to the time that he had learned from the wise men. Then was fulfilled 
what had been spoken through the prophet Jeremiah: "A voice was heard in Ramah, 
wailing and loud lamentation, Rachel weeping for her children; she refused to be 
consoled, because they are no more."  
 

Word of God, Word of Life. Thanks be to God. 
 

CAROL                                                           When a Star Is Shining                                          ACS 915  
 WHERE THE PROMISE SHINES 

 

NINTH LESSON: John 1:1-14                                                                                Patrick Spisak  
 

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was 
God. He was in the beginning with God. All things came into being through him, 
and without him not one thing came into being. What has come into being in him 
was life, and the life was the light of all people. The light shines in the darkness, and 
the darkness did not overcome it. There was a man sent from God, whose name was 
John. He came as a witness to testify to the light, so that all might believe through 
him. He himself was not the light, but he came to testify to the light. The true light, 
which enlightens everyone, was coming into the world. He was in the world, and 
the world came into being through him; yet the world did not know him. He came 
to what was his own, and his own people did not accept him. But to all who 
received him, who believed in his name, he gave power to become children of God, 
who were born, not of blood or of the will of the flesh or of the will of man, but of 
God. And the Word became flesh and lived among us, and we have seen his glory, 
the glory as of a father's only son, full of grace and truth.  
 

Word of God, Word of Life. Thanks be to God.  
 

 
 
 

CAROL                                                     Love Has Come                   ELW 292 
                          UN FLAMBEAU           
                    



 

RESPONSIVE PRAYER                                                                                                                      Kelly Rummel 
 

It is you, loving God, who lights our path with truth.  
Your Word, Jesus, is truth.  
 

In his light, draw all to the manger  
to gather in wonder with the shepherds.  
 

In his light, draw all to the manger  
to kneel in reverence with the wise ones.  
 

In his light, draw all to the manger  
to sing for joy with the angels.  
 

In the brightness of his life  
cast away the darkness of injustice, poverty, and hunger in the world.  
 

It is you, loving God, who meets us on our way.  
In the light of Jesus, show the world the way of life.  
 

Amen. 
 

SHARING OF THE PEACE                                                                                                                Kelly Rummel 
 

The peace of the Lord be with you always. And also with you.  
 

RECEIVING OF TITHES AND OFFERINGS 

  

OFFERTORY                                                        God Rest Ye Merry                       arr. Geoffrey T. Bell  
 

God rest ye merry, one and all, let nothing you dismay, 
for Jesus Christ our Savior was born on Christmas day, 

to save us all from Satan’s power when we were gone astray. 
O tidings of comfort and joy! 

 

From God above in heaven a blessed angel came, 
and unto certain shepherds brought tidings of the same, 

how that in Bethlehem was born the Son of God by name. 
O tidings of comfort and joy. 

 

Now to the Lord sing praises, all you within this place, 
and with true love and charity each other now embrace; 

this holy tide of Christmas all other doth deface. 
O tidings of comfort and joy! 

 
 

OFFERTORY HYMN                                              What Child Is This                                       ELW 296 
           GREENSLEVES  

 

OFFERTORY PRAYER                                                                                                                             Elim Sniady  
 

God of abundance,  



Join our hearts with the song of the angels,  
and gather us at your table of celebration.  
Strengthen us to share with all the world  
the abundance of your grace upon grace,  
poured out in Jesus Christ, the Word made flesh.  
Amen. 
 

LORD’S PRAYER                                                                                                                                     Elim Sniady  
 

Our Father, who art in heaven,  
hallowed be thy name,  
thy kingdom come,  
thy will be done,  

on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread;  
and forgive us our trespasses,  

as we forgive those  
who trespass against us;  

and lead us not into temptation,  
but deliver us from evil.  

For thine is the kingdom,  
and the power, and the glory,  
forever and ever. Amen. 

 

BLESSING                                                                                                                                                   Elim Sniady  
 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow!  
Praise God, all creatures here below!  
You are the shepherds telling the story.  
We tell it in the streets and across the land.  
You are the wise ones worshiping with thanksgiving.  
We worship with gifts of song and service, talents and treasures.  
You are the angels announcing peace.  
We live with joy and go now in peace.  
Almighty God, Father ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit,  
bless you now and forever.  
Amen. 

 
 
 
 
 

SENDING HYMN                                         Go Tell It on the Mountain                                  ELW 290 
                                             GO TELL IT  



 

DISMISSAL                                                                                               Elim Sniady  
 

Go in peace. The Word of God dwells in you richly.  
Thanks be to God.  
 

POSTLUDE                                                          There’s a Star in the East                          arr. David Sims 

    
 

       SERVING THE ASSEMBLY 

                                                                   CRUCIFER— Patrick Spisak 
                                ACOLYTES— Ellie Wessler and Elena Stevens 

      USHERS/GREETERS—Dave Roselius and Kevin Prussia                  

                                                  CAMERA/LIVESTREAM—Kelly Rummel 
 

                               ANNOUNCEMENTS 

RED FOOD BOX  

We are looking for food donations, especially items with protein. Thank you so much 
to all who are so faithfully donating items for the Red Food Box! 

2025-2026 MMCS (Mildred McDaniel Concert Series) -Reformation Lutheran Church 
13100 Warwick Blvd. Newport News, VA.  Please visit: https://mmcsonline.org/2025-
2026-mmcs/  

4pm Norfolk State University Choir. January 25, 2026 
4pm Trio Niche Sunday, February 15, 2026. 
4pm I. Sherman Greene Chorale Sunday March 15, 2026. 
4pm Jae Sinnett Trio Sunday, April 26, 2026. 
4pm Peninsula Concert Band with Ice Cream Social, Saturday, May 16, 2026.  
             

SUNDAY SCHOOL TEACHER NEEDED 

We are looking for a 3rd Sunday school teacher; please see Kathy Stevens if you are 
interested.   

        

               

 

 

                  

 

https://mmcsonline.org/2025-2026-mmcs/
https://mmcsonline.org/2025-2026-mmcs/


                           PRAYER LIST 

 

ILLNESS, SURGERY, RECOVERY, SHUT-INS—Nursing Homes/Assisted Living: 

Millie Christensen, Barbara Olson; At Home: Tony Flores, Shirley Anderson, and 

Bonnie Carlson; Jerry Cobb, Williamsburg Landing Rehab; Virginia Hamby, Harmony 

on Peninsula, Room 121. Bob Sumpter, Tricia Wessler’s Stepfather, requested by Tricia 

Wessler; Jarvis Edwards, recovering from surgery at home. Tom Bosserman, 

recovering from surgery at home, requested by the congregation. 

PRAYER REQUESTS—Pearl O’Connell, by Pastor Tina; David Nelson, Susan Piland’s 

brother; requested by Susan Piland, Susan Piland; requested by Tricia Wessler, Family and 

friends of Guy Self (brother of Bob Self), requested by Dottie Self; Mike Cobb; requested by 

his mother Sandy Cobb, Karina Stevens’s psychology teacher Jacob Lelesch; requested by 

Karina Stevens, Mary Cherry Hewett, friend of Tricia Wessler; requested by Tricia 

Wessler; Lee Owens, Grant’s brother, requested by Grant Owens; Tom Lenahan; friend of 

Sandy’s cousin, requested by Don and Sandy Sniady, Easton Young, newborn in NICU; 

requested by Don and Sandy Sniady, Lauren, Kelly’s sister-in-law, requested by Kelly 

Rummel; Family & Friends of Chelsea Simonsen. requested by Kathy Stevens; Butch 

Klapperich, requested by Dee Klapperich; Michele and Tom Leonard, requested by Dottie 

Self; Eddie Bateman & Karen Vodenichar, requested by the Sniady Family; Bonnie 

Carlson, requested by Pastor Tina; Blaine Pearsall, requested by Lina Valdez; Family and 

friends of Scott Campbell, requested by Todd Recupero; Stephanie Beauvais, requested by 

Jarvis Edwards; Larry and Linda Jones, requested by Judy Hunt; Sarah Miller, requested by 

John and Sandy Lunsford; Wayne Skinner, Carroll Emerson, and Judy Wagner St. Pierre, 

requested by the Dail family; The family of Carole Knopp, requested by Wendy Mynoymany; 

Scully, Pastor Tina’s dog, requested by Tricia Wessler; Ahlen family, requested by Kathy 

Stevens. Izzy Perez, requested by Pastor Tina.  
 

THOSE WHO SERVE, MILITARY AND CIVILIAN DUTY—Garrett Mynoymany, 

Naval Station Great Lakes, LTJG Courtney Duff, USCG, stationed in sector New 

Orleans; James Fielding, Tokyo, Japan; Tyler Obara, Virginia Air National Guard, 

LAFB.  
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CAROL                                      ‘Twas in the Moon of Wintertime                                ELW 284      
 
 

 
 
 



CAROL                                                         O Little Town of Bethlehm                                                 ELW 279 
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CAROL                                                                  Away in a Manger                                           ELW 277  
 

 
 



CAROL                                            Angels, from the Realms of Glory                           ELW 275 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 



CAROL                                                  Peace Came to Earth                                          ELW 285 
 
 
1 Peace came to earth at last that chosen night 

 when angels clove the sky with song and light 

 and God embodied love and sheathed his might-- 

 Who could but gasp: Immanuel! 

 Who could but sing: Immanuel! 

 

2 And who could be the same for having held 

 the infant in their arms, and later felt 

 the wounded hands and side, all doubts dispelled-- 

 Who could but sigh: Immanuel! 

 Who could but shout: Immanuel! 

 

3 You show the Father none has ever seen, 

 in flesh and blood you bore our griefs and pains, 

 in bread and wine you visit us again-- 

 Who could but see Immanuel! 

 Who could but thrill: Immanuel! 

 

4 How else could I have known you, O my God! 

 How else could I have loved you, O my God! 

 How else could I embrace you, O my God! 

 Who could but pray: Immanuel! 

 Who could but praise Immanuel! 

 

Text: Jaroslav J. Vajda, b. 1919 

Text © 1984 Concordia Publishing House 

 

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator. 
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